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INTRODUCTION. 


T is greatly to be lamented, that although the 


iſland of Dominica is ſo very capable of being 5 
rendered one of the chief, if not the beſt, the | 


Engliſh have in the Weſt Indies; yet, from a 
want of knowledge of its importance, or inatten- 
tion, it is at this time almoſt as much unſettled, 


as when it was ceded to Great _ near tary 


years 4 2 


This is s the more 510 from the great : 


= conſequence the poſſeſſion of it is to the Engliſh, in 


| '- caſe of a rupture with France, it being the key : 
of the Britiſh dominions in that part of the world, 


and from its ſituation between the two principal 


ſettlements of the French, Martinique and Gua- 
deloupe, it is the only place in the Weſt Indies, by 


wich there is a poſſibility for Great Britain to 
| maintain the overeignty of thoſe nen 
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It has moreover many conveniences ; for The - 
ſervice of both an army and fleet, which few other 
Weſt India iſlands can boaſt; and was it to be well 
ſettled with Britiſh ſubjects, would be of material 
aſſiſtance to our other Poſſeſſions, by furniſhing 
them with many articles of which they very often 
are great in need. | 


1 or the purpoſe of bringing forth to view cet 
capabilities of Dominica, the following hiſtory 
of that iſland. i is ſubmitted to the candid peruſal of 
a generous public by the author ; whoſe chief i in- 


ducement for writing it, was his hope, that it 


might be ſome ſmall means of ſervice to a country, 
in which he has ſpent ſeveral years of his life, and 
the proſperity of which, it is his ardent wiſh to 
ſee ſpecdily promoted. | 


"The kitory of diſtant ſettlements belonging to | 
| Great Britain, it is preſumed, cannot fail of being 
acceptable to every Engliſhman who wiſhes well 
to his country ; ; and however deficient this eſſay of 
his may be, in poins 0 of erudition, correctneſs, or 


correſpondent circumſtances, yet, from its being the | 


INTRODUCTION. PC 
firſt on the ſubject, the author hopes it 9 meet 


with a favourable reception. 


It falls not within the compaſs of this work to 
enter into details of acts of the legiſlature, the con- 
duct of governors, or of individuals of that iſland ; 
theſe he leaves for a more extenſive work, or for 
abler pens to'record ; and if what is here ſubmitted 
to public peruſal ſerve in the leaſt to promote he 
welfare of the preſent and future inhabitants of Do- 5 
minica, and thereby the intereſts of the Britiſh 
nation at large, the purpoſe of the author by this 
| publication will be fully. ee 


1 London, May 1791. 
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bkscRIT TIoN OF THE ISLAND, ITS SITUATION, EX= 
| TENT, CLIMATE AND OTHER SUBJECTS 5 TOGETHER 


. WITH AN, ACCOUNT OF THE CONQUEST OF IT, ITS 
| CESSION- TO GREAT BRITAIN, AND THE DISPOSAL 
or THE LANDS BY THE CROWN. | 


# I 


\HE iſland of Dominica 0 - 


Bs d 


I 5 degrees, 25 minutes, north. latitude ; | 


G1 degrees, 15 minutes, weſt longitude from 


London ; ; and 43 e 40 minutes, from 


| Ferro. EE 8 
J 
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The Hi of this Iſland was TL by 


the three kingdoms, of England, France, and 


Spain ; but the right of poſſeſſion remained 
undecided, and Dominica was conſidered as a 


neutral iſland, by three Crowns; ; till the year 
15759, when, by conqueſt, it fell under the 
dominion of Great Britain; and was afterwards 


ceded to England, by the treaty. of | peace. con- 


cluded at Paris, in F ns 705. 


Ex 


On the ceſfion of the iſland to the Englich, 5 


Commiſſioners were appointed under the Great 
Seal, and ſent out there with authority, to ſell 
| and diſpoſe of the lands by public fale, to 


Engliſh ſubjects, in allotments. * Of not 


ic more than one hundred acres of ſuch land 


de as was cleared; and not exceeding three 


"0 hundred: acres in woods, to any one perſon, . 
_ & who ſhould be the beſt bidder for the fame.” 


Theſe allotments' were diſpoſed of for the be- 


hefit of the Crown, and were confirmed to the h 
| as by grants, under the Great Seal of 


- En n 
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England ; with conditions in each grant, 
That every purchaſer ſhould pay down 
« twenty per cent of the whole purchaſe mo- 
« ney, together with ſixpence ſterling per 
acre, for the expence of ſurveying the land; 
« and that, the remainder of the purchaſe 
* money ſhould be ſecured: by bonds; to be 
c paid by equal inſtallments, in the ſpace of 
ec five years, next after the date of the grant. 
„That, each purchaſer ſhould keep on the 
0 lands ſo by him purchaſed, one white man, 
6 or two white women for every hundred acres 
9 of land, as it became cleared ; for the pur= 
* poſe. of cultivating the ſame. Or in de- 
« fault thereof, or non payment of the re- 
* mainder of the purchaſe money, the lands 

d were to be Veet g to his bor cs his 
10 heirs and ſucceſſors.” e | 


| The 8 were alſo impowered to 
execute leaſes to the French inhabitants, of 


| ſuch lands as were found in their AAR at: 
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4 THE HISTORY OF THE 
the time of the ſurrender of the iſland; and 
which lands were thus leaſed to thoſe inhabi- 
tants, who were deſirous of keeping them in 
poſſeſſion, on conſideration of their takin g the 
 _ oaths of allegiance to his Britannic Majeſty. 


Theſe leaſes were executed for a term, net 
leſs than ſeven, ſome fourteen, and others for 
forty years abſolute ; renewable at the time li- 
mitted for the expiration of the ſame. - With 
conditions in every leaſe, «FE hat the poſſeſſor, 


his heirs or afligns, ſhould pay to his Ma- . 
jeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, the ſum of 


two ſhillings ſterling per annum, for every 


| o acre of land, of which the leaſe ſhould | 


« conſift.” And, that they ſhould not ſell 

* or diſpoſe of their lands, without the con- 
« ſent and approbation of the Governor, or- i. 
Commander in f of ut iſland, for the | 
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The Commiſſioners were likewiſe impowered 
to make grants, under the Great Seal, of lots 
to poor ſettlers; to ſuch Engliſh ſubjects, as 
' ſhould be deemed fit objects of his Majeſty's | 
bounty; in allotments of not more than thirty 
acres of land, to any one perſon. With au- 
thority alſo to the ſaid Commiſſioners, to re- 
ſerve and keep ſuch lands, in the moſt conve- i 
nient parts of the iſland as they ſhould think 
proper for fortifications, and the uſe of his 
5 Majeſty s army, and navy. Together with a 
boundary of fifty feet from the ſea ſhore, round 
the whole iſland ; and reſerving all mines, of 
gold and ſilver, which might thereafter be diſ- 
covered there, for the uſe of his Maja, his 


5 | heirs and ſucceſſors *. 


This iſland is 29 mies in N 


0 16 miles in breadth, but in ſome = 8 | 


MO It is the opinion of many people, that there are mines 
of both thoſe metals in this iſland ; z particularly of ſilver; 
; . of filver ore having boom found in the N 
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It is rugged and mountainous in ſome 


Ihe climate of this country is hot at times, 
in places on the ſea coaſt, that are much ſhel- 

tered by mountains; but in the open parts of 

iibke iſland, at no great diſtance from the fea 

ſhore, it is moderately cool at moſt times, and 

| greatly reſembles the climate of England, in 


ſummer. This is occaſioned by the almoſt 


parts; but ſpacious plains, and fine extenſive 
vallies are interſperſed throughout the iſland, 
which are in general very productive. 


conſtant breezes blowing from the mountains . 
which moderating the heat, render it more 


ſupportable than it is, in thoſe iſlands of ; 
the Weſt Indies that are more level. 


In 


the interior mountainous parts, it is perfectly 
cool in general; owing to the vaſt quantity 


of tall woods, and the heavy rains which fall 
in thoſe places, in ſome part or other almoſt | 


0 


S8 
bs 


every days: which render it fo cold, in the oight | 
eſpecially, 


| ISLAND OF DOMINICA» : 7 
rn that people who reſide there are 
obliged to uſe woollen coverings on their beds; | 
in the ſame quantity as in winter time in Eng- 
land *. at 6 345 e 
The climate is, however, reckoned very 
vholeſome, eſpecially in thoſe places where 
invalids uſually go for the recovery of their 
health, which is frequently. re-eſtabliſhed 
by a few weeks reſidence there, | Beſides, a 
good breeze generally blows from the moun- 
tains moſt part of the day, which greatly mo- 
derates the heat on the ſea coaſt ;/ and perſons 
who live there temperately are ſeldom afflicted 
with the diſorders, incident to moſt 1 25 uy 
| India ade, * 8 


3 In the interior b of this ; iſland, it is ;mpoſible to 
| preſerve falt in its proper ſtate; for as ſoon as it is brought 
thither, it diſſolves into thick liquid, from the remarkable | 


. dampneſs of the air. This dampneſs is alſo prejudicial to 


articles of furniture that are glued, | which frequently, 
n ſueceſſion of rain, will fall aac 1 STOR 
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The wet ſeaſon in this country commonly 


ſets in about the end of Auguſt, and conti- 


nues till about the beginning of January, but 


with frequent intervals of fine weather. The 


ſeverity of the rainy ſeaſon, is uſually in the 


months of September and October, when very 
heavy continyal rain falls for days together; 5 
nay, it has been known to fall there for two or 


three weeks at a time, with very little i inter- 55 


miſſion. The Iſland, however, is ſeldom : 


without rain, in ſome part or other ; and often 


during a promiſing day, the diſappeinted tra- 


veller meets with ſuch ſudden, and heavy 


: ſhowers, that in an inſtant wet him to the 


ſkin, nor is an umbrella or great coat of 


much ſervice, the rain falling in ſuch large 

| drops, and often accompanied with ſuch ſevere 
guſts of wind, that the umbrella is rather an 
 Inconyenience; but let him be careful change 


his wet cloaths as ſoon as poſſible, for i incon- 


| fideration, in this deſpect, has proved fatal ta 
many in this wean | 


| When 5 


| ISLAND or DOMINICA, | 9 
When the rains are violent and of long con- 
tinuance, they do great miſchief in the iſland, 
among the plantations; carrying away large 


tracts of land with coffee, plantain trees, ſugar 
ceanes, and ground proviſions ; which are all 


| hurried into the ſea. In the towns alſo, they 
often do much damage, cauſing the rivers to 
overflow their banks, or breaking out in freſh 
places, carry away houſes, or whatever | elſe. 
ſtands in the way of theſe dreadful torrents. 


Thunder and lightening is ſeldom fo ſevere. 

in Dominica, or does ſo much damage there as 

in many other parts of the Weſt Indies; al- 
though there have been ſome inſtances of light- 

ening ſtriking veſſels in the road, damaging 

| houſes and killing people; bt 1 inſtances 
are 1 rare, l =is 


Nor are cs thoſe alarming pheno- 
mena of nature, ſo frequent, or ſo deſtructive 
in this, as in many other Weſt India iſlands; 


yet, \ 
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: yet, it is aſſerted by ſome of the firſt inha- 
bitants, that earthquakes happened here for- 
merly very frequently; eſpecially-ſoon after the 
Engliſh firſt took poſſeſſion of the country ; 
when they were felt ſeverely, ſeveral times 
in a day, for the ſpace of ſome weeks toge- 

ther, which fo terrified the inhabitants, that | 
they were on the point of quitting the place, 

1 

I: plwKkẽͤ fay likewiſe, that although no material 

| | | damage happened at that time, yet that the 

14 1 iſland was ſplit in ſeveral places and in parti- 

5 ceular, a large chaſm was made in a mountain 

| n there called Demoulins, fo very deep, that 

though they attempted with feveral coils 

i | of cordage ſpliced together, yet they were 

iN” : To : unable to fathom it. There is, however, no 

11 appearance left of that remarkable cireums< 

ſtance, which yet by no means contradicts 

the ee of their W 5 
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Hurricanes, thoſe dreadful ſcourges of the 
Weſt Indies, are ſeldom very ſevere in Domi- 
nica; and in compariſon with the miſchief 
they generally do in other iſlands, may more 
properly be termed only heavy guſts of wind, 
ef] pecially when compared with the deſtruction 
done by that in the Leward iſlands the firſt of 
| September, 1772; the moſt dreadful one that 
for ſome time has been felt in the Weſt Indies. 
In the hurricane ſeaſon, the damage received in 
Dominica is principally - occaſioned by the 
very heavy rains,” or by the ſca, which ſome- 
times in thoſe ſeaſons tumbles into the bays, 
eſpecially that of Roſeau, in a very frightful 
manner; and making on the ſhore, overwhelms 
the veſſels that unfortunately happen to be there 
at anchor ; and ſweeps away the houſes, or | 
Whatever elſe is in the way of its deſtructive 
A particular circumſtance of this kind, | | 
which happened there the laſt day of Septem- 
e att . 
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ber, 1780, was the moſt remarkable that has 
occurred in this iſland, in the memory of the 


_ oldeſt inhabitant, and did the moſt miſchief. 
It did conſiderable damage among the planta- 
. tions, and in Roſeau deſtroyed ſeveral houſes on 
the bay, and ſeveral veſſels in the road. 


The effects of theſe hurrioanes in the Weſt 
Indies are truly aſtoniſhing; for the wind, with 
a fury hardly credible, blowing from different 


Points at one and the ſame inſtant, carries all 


before it; the rain is as ĩt were taken out of the 


fea, and hurled on the land in clouds ; which 


| from not having time to exhale, is as ſalt as : 


the briny element from which it was driven; 


and falls in drops as large as hail ſtones, 
affecting the hands and naked face, in the 
ſame manner as a ſevere hail ſtorm; the whole 7 | 
of the ſcene is truly alarming « and . * 
i ee. dreadful. 
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| ISLAND or DOMINICA. 13 
The mornings and evenings: in Dominica 
are in general remarkably pleaſant and cool; 
that is to ſay, from day break till eight 
o' clock in the morning, and between five and 
fix o'clock till bed time in the evening. - Early 
7 in the morning is the time, when thoſe. 
| who can afford it, and. wiſh to preſerve their 

_ healths, will do well to employ their leiſure 


time till breakfaſt, either ridin g on horſeback, 


or taking a walk, to enjoy the cool, en- 


| livening breezes. Bathing, previous to theſe 


exerciſes, is alſo the beſt preſervative of health, 
and here people have the opportunity of doing, 
it either in the rivers or in the ſea. 2X7 N 


N Sa bathing 4 in cold water is pro- 5 
ductive of much benefit to perſons, i in warm 
| climates; as, excluſive of that which ariſes. 
from cleanlineſs, ſo neceſſary in hot countries, | 


it braces the nerves, and keeps the body re- 
freſhingly cool the whole day after. By taking 
aride there on horſeback, a perſon in the ſpace 
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of half an hour i is tranſported from an uncom- 
fortable warm air on the ſea coaſt, to a plea- 
ſuntly cool retreat in the interior parts of the 
country; which, in an evening eſpecially, he 
may leiſurely enjoy, till diſpoſed to return to 
town; when the breezes, by that time ſet in 


to blow from the mountains, permit him to 
8 the remainder of the: TO in cool tran· | 


3 a morning or evening's walk in 
this iſland, by the ſides of the rivers, whoſe 
glaſſy ſurface glides ſwiftly on, or murmuring 
water falls foam to the view, is very pleaſing. 
Does fancy lead him to enjoy the ſcene, a 
mile or two, he ſtill finds ample amuſement. 
Viewing the rapid ſtreams, he ſees the ſil- 
vered fry, ſporting on its ſurface, in aſtoniſh- 
ing numbers. The ſerpentine windings of the 
fivers in ſome parts; in others, the waters 
wide, deep, and ſilently flowing along; and in 


many yo numberleſs falls of water, tum- 
— ; NR 2992 


. 
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| bling down the ſides of ſteep precipices, or 
_ ruſhing over the tops of huge ſtones in the 
beds of the rivers, at once charm both the 
ſight and hearing. Is he fond of the de- 


lightful ſtudy of botany; here an extenſvs 
field is open for his ſpeculation, and number= 


leſs curious ſhrubs, plants, and flowers, that f 


- wo ſpontaneouſly, afford him "_ _ for * 
1 8 


Rifin g early in a morning in this country, 
vou have the delightful pleaſure of exploring 
the wonders of the heavens; the morning 
ſlar, with a rapidity that exceeds all bounds 
of conception, running its daily courſe; the ſun 
emerging from the ſea, all glorious to behold ; 
and in the words of the Plalmiſt, “ Com- 
1 ing forth like a bridegroom out of his cham- 
ber; and all the leſſer planets twinkling 
into obſcurity. In the evening in Dominica, 
is the moſh amazin gly glorious ſcenery that 
can 2 be nN the nen, be- 
4 1 8 | e 
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ſight, or which are but barely to be diſtin- 
 guiſhed, are in this iſland open to full view; 


Iſland to fit whole evenings in the open air, 
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wpangled with innumerable ſtars, which the 7 
denſe climate of Europe hides from mortal 


and the lovers of aſtronomy have there an 
opportunity to make new diſcoveries in that 


icience. 85 


- they: che evenings, Abend Sa air is ts. 
yet it is not accompanied by thoſe noxious 
vapours, ſo remarkable for their dangerous 
effects in ſome parts of the Wet. Indies; ſo- 
that it is not uncommon for people in chis 


without any detriment to their healths. 
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CHAPTER IL 


_— 


\ DESCRIPTION OF THE SOIL, MOUNTAINS, AND woo 
OF VALUABLE TIMBER, AND OTHER TREES: ALSO 
OF THE BIRDS OF THE WOODS, PECULIAR TO THE | 
ISLAND. , | | 

| : 


THE Soil of Dominica, in ſome places, is 

a light, brown-coloured mould, that appears | 
to have been waſhed down from the moun- 
tains, and mixed with decayed branches, and 
leaves of trees. In the level country, towards 

the ſea coaſt, and in many places of the in- 
terior parts, it is a fine, deep, black mould, 
which is peculiarly adapted to the cultivation of - 
- the ſugar Cane, coftee, cocoa, and all other 
articles of Weſt India produce. 'The under 
ſtratum of the ſoil is a yellow, or brick clay, 
in ſome parts, in others it is a ſtiff tarrace ; 
but it is in moſt parts very ſtoney. 


9% 0, 
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The land is in general very productive, | 
eſpecially in the interior parts, but towards the 
ſea coaſt, it requires to be frequently manured; 
becauſe the ſurface of it. uſually opens into large - 


: chaſms i in dry weather, thereby expoſing the ſoil 
to the exceſſive heat of the ſun; ſo that its ve- 
oo quality can only be reſtored by dung- 
ing. This, however, is not very eaſily done 
by the greater part of the planters ; becauſe they 
have not 10 general a ſufficient number of | 
cattle on their plantations, in proportion to 
the land under cultivation, of the ſugar cane 
in particular ; from whence, in a great mea- 
ſure, and to the want of Negroes, is to be 
attributed the ſmall quantity of ſugar exported - 5 
from this ſettlement to S 
8 of the. mountains 10 this iland are 
See burning with fulphur, of which 
they emit vaſt quantities. From theſe moun- 
tains iſſue numbers of ſprings of mine 
| | ral 
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ral water, whoſe virtues are extolled for the 


cure of many diſorders; in ſome places the d 


water is ſo very hot, as to boil an egg, &c. 
in leſs time than boiling water, and this 
heat 1s retained at ſome diſtance from its 


ſource. 


Theſe ſulphureous mountains are certainly 
| amon g the moſt wonderful phænomena of na- 
| ture, and command our aſtoniſhment and 
admiration. To ſee vaſt tracts of land on fire, 
whoſe ſmoke, like clouds, ſtretches far around ; 


| brimſtone in flames, like ſtreams of water iſ- 


5 ſuing from the ſides of precipices; in the 
vallies large holes full of bituminous matter, 
boiling and bubbling like a caldron; the 
earth trembling under the tread, and burſt- 
ing out with loud exploſions, are objects 


truly terrific to the beholders; who, on the 


| ſpot, are ſtruck with awe and admiration, 
on viewing ſuch dreadful works of the Al- 
3 2 Ss Oe” 


- 
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. who cauſes them to exiſt, for ors 


* 


poſeg * known oy him *. 


— 


C 


Others of the mountains are exceedingly large 


and high, whoſe ſummits, ſides and feet are 


covered with vaſt tall woods, which together 


with the under woods, are ſo crouded as to be 


almoſt impervious to the eye, and that for ſe- 


veral miles around. From the tops and ſides 


of theſe deſcend numberleſs ſprings and water- 
falls, which form the moſt delightfully roman 
tic caſcades, of fine, cool, wholeſome water, | 


as clear as cryſtal, excepting in places where it | 


is tinctured with W 


7 


In places where theſe ſaloborecus mountains are ſitu- 
ated, there is no poſſibility of preſerving articles of ſilver in 
their clean bright order, as they turn black and are not fit for 
uſe, unleſs cleared from a moiſture that adheres to them. 
This is alſo perceptible to perſons having money in their 
pockets, buckles or buttons on their cloaths made of that 
metal; which will immediately on their coming thither 
turn black, from the were . 19 of the hep: +496 
on chem. 8 


_w 


The . 
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The woods of Dominica, which conſtitute 
nearly two thirds of the iſland at preſent, in- 
cluding the parts that are incapable of cultiva- 
tion, on account of ſteep and rugged mountains, 
afford a vaſt fund of excellent timber: con- 
ſiſting of locus-wood, bullet- tree, maſtic, cin- 
namon, roſe- wood, yellow - ſanders, baſtard- 
mahogany, iron- wood, ſeveral ſpecies of ce- 
dar, and various other ſorts of wood, uſeful = 
for building houſes, veſſels and canoes, for 
furniture, for dying, and other n, pur- 
| ow 1 


In the woods, an awful, yet pleaſing ſoli- 
tarineſs prevails; but that which makes them 
the more agreeably romantic, is the noiſe of 
falling waters, the whiſtling of the wind 
among the trees, the finging and chirping of 
an innumerable quantity of birds among the 
branches, and the uncommon cries of various 
Kinds of harmleſs inſets, which together with _ 

C 3 the 
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the dark ſhadineſs of the trees, form a ſolemn 
but delightful ſcene for contemplation. 


The trees in the woods | are of uncommon | 

height, and by far exceed in loftineſs the talleſt | 
trees in England. In this iſland their tops 
ſeem to touch the clouds, | which appear wi - 
| ſkimming ſwiftly over their upper branches; 
and looking up the trees is painful to the eye. 
Many of the trees are likewiſe of enormous 
g girt, and their ſpreading boughs extend far 
around; thoſe of the fig-tree eſpecially, un- 
der whoſe inviting ſhade hundreds at a time 
may repoſe themſelves, without fear of being 
wet by the heavieſt ſhower of rain, or dread 
of the influence of the ſcorching ſun-beams. 


1 


In the 1 the trees are, in common, 

covered with different foliage, ſo that it is 
ulſual to ſee one tree dreſſed out with d ie wich. _ 
liveries of ſeveral, 20" growing in beautiful 


variety: 
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variety 1 the trunk and branches, covered 
with ivy and other plants, yg on them 
like houſe-lecks. 

That the leaves of different trees ſhould 
be found on one tree, is an object worthy of 
ſpeculation ; but yet, in my opinion, is no 
other way to be accounted for, than by 
ſuppoſing that the ſeeds. of different trees, 
being ſcattered by the wind, fall into the 
heart of the ſame plant, like houſe-lecks, and 
are thus incorporated into the tree on which 
they are ſeen growing. 


15 Abe 855 ah of ivy, or rather wild 
vines, in the woods, grow to a great ſize, and 
have the appearance of ſo many cords, or 
thick ropes, faſtened to the branches, Some 
of theſe very tough, ſtrong, and uſeful; 
And hoopy - baſkets, and other wicker utenſils 5 
are made'of them: alſo walking-fticks, called 


9 : C 4 ſupple- 


—— — — . — 
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ſupple-jacks, which, if cut in the proper ba- 
ſon, are very durable, and ſo pliant, that 
both ends may be bent together without 
breaking them. Theſe being in general regu- 
larly knotted, and of a good poliſh, are much 
admired for walking ſticks. or to uſe on horſe- 
back inſtead of whips ; for both which pur- 
_ poſes many of them are frequently ſent to 
England, where they are well known. 


Among other valuable trees in the woods of 
Dominica is the gum- tree, which yields great 
quantities of that article. The circumference 
of the body of this tree is generally \ very great, 

and its timber is, on that account, made into 
canoes; which is done by digging or burning 
out the inſide, and ſhaping the log into form. ; 
The gum falls from the body and branches of -- 
the tree in great quantities, in ſubſtancg like 
white wax, and was very ſerviceable to the | 
planters of that iſland, during the time it was 


In 
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in poſſeſſion of the F rench laſt war; this gum 
being uſed inſtead of oil, which could not 

then be had, to burn in lamps in the boiling | 
houſes when making ſugar. The Romith prieſts 
of this iſland uſe it likewiſe in their cenſers at 
funerals, and other ceremonies of their church, 
it having a very aromatic ſmell when burning; 
and it is ſuppoſed to contain virtues which 
might be valuable in medicines, was it better 


known, 


. timber alſo of this tree, as well 
as that of ſeveral others in the woods, 
makes good ſhingles for covering of houſes, 
and was very ſerviceable for making ſtaves 
for ſugar and coffee caſks,, at the time the 
Americans refuſed ſupplying the Engliſh co- 
lonies with them. Several fine ſloops and 
ſchooners have likewiſe been built of the 
timber of this iſland; and the veſſels that 
have been built of it are eſteemed prefer- 
ES 2 75 able 
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able, both for ſtren gth and durability, t 
others built of n. imported from North | 
America. 


Cabbage trees are in great plenty in Do- 


minica, and are very ſerviceable on, the 
plantations, as their trunks ſawed, or ſplit, 
make good laths or rails for cattle-pens, being 
very durable: the branches and leaves are uſed 

for thatching of houſes; and the cabbage part | 
of them is excellent eating. Theſe trees are 
of great height, have much the appearance of 
the cocoa- nut tree, and bear a berry much 
like a date. The cabbage part is in the top, 
whence it is taken after the tree is cut down; 
and when that part -is boiled it is equally as 
good, and taſtes much like the bottom part 
of an artichoke. It alſo makes a very good 
pickle, ſome of which is n ſent to Eng- 


land as + Hain 
The 
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The woods of Dominica abound with wild 


5 pigeons, mountain doves, ring-neck doves, 


| ground doves, partridges, mackaws, parrots, 


hawks, diablotins, and a variety of ſinging and 


other ſmall birds; among which is the moun- 

tain whiſtler, the thruſh, and wren: from 
| the finging, whiſtling, and chirping of 
| which, the woods reſound in a moſt de- 


EW OT 2 


The wild pigeon is s of the 525 of the com- 
mon houſe pigeon, has a red bill and legs, 


and its feathers are of a dark blue, tinged 


with a gold colour. They build on the tops 


| of the higheſt trees, lay only two eggs at a 


fitting, but hatch ſeveral times in the ſeaſon, 
which is from February to Auguſt. Their 
fleſh is of a dark colour, and is very fat when 


they are in ſeaſon, which is after their breed- 


ing time 1s over, when it has a moſt delicious 
min and 1s ne, reliſhed, 


The 
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The mountain dove is alſo nearly the ſize of 
a houſe pigeon, has the ſame red- coloured 
bill and legs, but its feathers are of a brown 


colour. It differs but little from the ring- 


neck dove, being only a ſize larger, and builds 
its neſt on trees in the mountains, or at the 


fides of ſteep precipices, where it makes a 


U 


pleaſing, loud, plaintive noiſe. The = 


neck dove builds in coverts in the woods, 


does alſo the partridge, which is hh : 


| ſpecies of the dove kind, but from its great 


| reſemblance, it is called the pieddrie e ; 


9 French. . The fleſh of the three kinds i is 


much liked, but has a bitter taſte, as has 


that of moſt other birds of the country, OW= 


ing to the berries they feed on; this taſte, | 
though at firſt diſagreeable, is ſoon reliſhed 
by moſt people, and they are reckoned very -. 


' wholeſome. The ground dove is not much 


- bigger than a lark when ſtripped of its fe- 


- thers, which are of a brown colour. It has 


a fel bill and legs, makes a pleaſing plaintive 
| | noiſe, | 
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noiſe, and when: killed in 1 8 its deln is 
very fat, and of a delicious flavour; for which 
reaſon is is * called the Weſt-India | 


| ortolon. 


The mackaw is of the parrot kind, but 
larger than the common parrot, and makes a 
more diſagreeable, harſh noiſe. They are in 
great plenty, as are alſo parrots in this iſland ; 

have both of them a delightful green and yel- | 
low plumage, with a ſcarlet-coloured fleſhy 
ſubſtance from the ears to the root of the bill, 
of which colour is likewiſe the chief feathers | 
of their wings and tails. They breed on the 
tops of the higheſt trees, where they feed on 
the berries i in great numbers together; and are 
eaſily diſcovered by their loud chattering noiſe, 
which at a diſtance, reſembles human voices. 
The mackaws cannot be taught to articulate | 
words; but the parrots of this country may, 
by taking pains with them when caught 


young. The fleſh of both is eat, but being 
very 
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very ie, it waſtes in roaſting, and eats dry 


and inſipid; for which reaſon, they are chiefly 
uſed to make ſoup of, which is accounted 


wy. nutritive. 


The b are of two kinds, the one of 


the largeſt ſize of thoſe ſpecies, the other that 


of the ſmall fort in En gland, Theyare both very 
ferocious, commit great depredations among 


the other birds in the woods, and on the plan- 


tations often deſtroy fowls and houſe pigeons. 


The diablotin, fo called by the French, 


from its uncommonly ugly appearance, is 
nearly the ſize of a duck, and is web-footed. 
It has a big round head, crooked bill like a 
hawk, and large full eyes like an owl. Its 
| head, part of the neck, chief feathers of 
| the wings and tail, are black; the other 


parts of its body are covered with a milk- 


hte fine down; and its whole n 


© | EG 
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is perfectly ſingular. They feed on fiſh, flying 
in great flocks to the ſea fide in the night 
time; and in their flight make a diſagreeable 
loud noife like owls : which bird they alſo 
reſemble, by their diſlike of making their aps 
pearance in the day- time, when they are hid 


in holes in the mountains, where they are 
eaſily caught. This is done by ſtopping up 


ſome of the holes, which lead to their hiding 


places, and placing empty bags over the reſt, 


vrhich communicate under- ground with thoſe 


ſtopped: the birds at their uſual time of b 


geoing forth to ſeek their food in the night - 
time, finding their paſſage impeded, make 
to the holes covered witch the bags; into 
which entering, they are immediately caught; 


and great numbers of them taken in chat 
manner in a ſhort time. The fleſh. of the 


diablotin is much admired by the F rench, 
who uſed formerly to export great quan- 


ities of e e to Martinique and 


other 
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other F ach iſlands ; ; but the traffic was put 
a ſtop to by the Legiſlature of Dominica, 


who, by an Act made for apprehending run- 
away negroes, prohibited the taking of thoſe 
birds: as before that time, the runaways being 


numerous in the woods, furniſhed. great quan- 
tities of them, for which they had in return, 
from ſome ill-diſpoſed white people, muſkets, 

powder, and balls; which they made uſe of 


in murdering the Engliſh ngbitante on the 5 


_ plantations, 


The mountain whiſtler i is of the lar of an 


| Engliſh lark, and is remarkable only for its 
loud charming whiſtle, which reſembles the 


human voice in the melodious notes; but 
which this bird varies in a | moſt aſtoniſhin "g 


57 


= thruſh is nearly the ſize of that in 


England, and has. much the fame kind of | 


whiſtle | 
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Whittle. The wren is alſo of the fize and 


figure of thoſe.in England, and fings delight- 
fully, eſpecially early in the morning, and in 


the evening when other birds are at rooſt: for 


33 


which Treaſon it is by ſome, called the night= 


ingale. What is remarkable of the ſinging 
birds of this country is, that they loſe their 


ſinging faculties when taken, pine away and 


die, notwithſtanding the greateſt attention is 
125 to them. | 


* 


There i alſo great numbers of owls in 


the woods of this iſland, and they make a 


moſt hideous, diſagreeable noiſe in the night- 


time. Swallows and bats are here likewiſe 
in great plenty ; the latter breeding in hollow 
trees and in old houſes; but it has not yet 
been diſcovered where the ſwallows breed, or 


retire to; yet they are frequently ſeen flying 


in great flocks during the wet ſeaſon, and their 
appearance is reckoned a ſure token of ap- 
proaching rainy weather. 
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| 1 is viſited in the abe tacks 
by wild ducks, curlews, plovers, and ſnipes; 


but not in ſuch numbers at a time, as they. 
are uſually ſeen in ſome Weſt India iſlands, 
owing to there being very few ſpots of ſtag- 
nated water in this iſland, and to the great 
quantity of land in it ſtill covered with 


woods. 5 


| Shortly after the reduction of this iſland by 
the French laſt war, the Marquis Duchilleau, 


then Governor, prohibited the killing of game 
during the breeding ſeaſon. This prohibition 
has fince been made into a law, by the Engliſh 


Legiſlature of Dominica, as a circumſtance 


highly neceſſary; not only to prevent the runa- 
way negroes from trafficking with that com- 
modity for arms and ammunition, but alſo to 
8 preſerve the game, which would probably have 
| become extinct, if an unlimitted power of de- 


ſtroying them had not been reſtrained. 


CHA#P- 


— 


ISLAND OF DOMINICA» 35 


CHAPTER II- 


OF THE RIVERS AND LAKES IN. THE ISLAND, RIVER 


AND FRESH WATER FISH, ALSO oF SEA FISH, LAND 
CRABS, AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE NATIVE A- | 


DRUPED, AND OTHER ANIMALS, 


| DOMINICA is well watered, there being 
upwards of thirty fine rivers in the iſland, 
beſides. great numbers of rivulets of excellent 
freth water, but none of the rivers are navi- 
gable ; yet, in the rainy ſeaſon, they are ſome- 


times very deep and rapid, coming down often 


in a frightful manner, carrying away conſider- 


able tracks of land, large trees, huge ſtones, 


and ſometimes houſes, into the ſea, 


7 The rivers and riyulets are plentifully ſtock- 
ed with excellent fiſh; the principal of which 
are, mullets, crocroes, pike, eels, ſuck-fiſh, 
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| inhabitants eſpecially thoſe on the antations, | 
are well furniſhed ; and much amuſement 18 
afforded to good anglers. 5 


The mullet is of the ſhape of the ſea-fiſh 
of the ſame name, and is often caught i in the 
rivers of half a pound or more in weight ; 
they are very fat and full of roe when in ſea- 
ſon, and are a great dainty. 

| The crocroe is an excellent freſh water fiſh, 
much of the ſhape of a trout, excepting the 
head, which in the crocroe is more round. Of 
theſe are caught, at times, ſome that will 
weigh from five to fix, and uſually from one 
to two pounds. The mullet and crocroe are 
generally caught with the hook and line, but 


ſometimes they and other river fiſh are taken 


in the night-time by negroes, who, with a 
lighted torch made of a wood called * Bois chan- 
delle, which burns a long time, and which 

beg held over the water, the fiſh, attracted 


* 


a 


a” 
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by the light, ſwim towards it on the — 
when they are chopped with cutlaſſes, and 
great quantities ſometimes taken in that 
manner. | Og 


The pike is a rare fiſh, being found in one 
or two particular rivers only: they are ſometimes 
caught of eight or ten pounds in weight, but 
they are not much eſteemed, being reckoned 
unwholeſome eating, as are alſo the different 


n of mud fiſh, which are in __ plenty z 


in this iſland. 


The eel is of the ſilver kind, and is an ex- 


cellent fiſh, but are to be had in no great 


abundance. Of them are often caugh e 0 
that will meaſure from two to three feet in 


| | length, and of a conſiderable thickneſs ; when 
they are much eſteemed, being vey fat, 25 | 


of a delicious flavour. 


The fack-fiſh is ſmall, but 2 very great 


W and is remarkable for having a fleſhy | 
D 3 ſubſtance | 
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[ 


ſubſtance projecting from its navel, like the 


mouth of a purſe, which has the faculty of 
ſuction, and by which the fiſh faſtens itſelf ſo 


ſtrongly to the ſtones in the rivers, that it is 
difficult to take them with the hook and line, 
to which. they are often deſtructive: for this 


reaſon they are moſtly caught with the hands 


groping among the ſtones in which manner 


theſe fiſh are taken in great plenty by thoſe who 


are dextrous at that way of fiſhing. 


The cray-fiſh are of two kinds, the one ap- 


proaching the ſize of the common lobſter, the 


other that of the prawn. The firſt is much 


admired, but the latter having a rank, . 


taſte, is not in much n, 


| But the chief 4 among the freſh- water 
fiſh in Dominica is the young frey, with 
which the rivers there are filled twice or 


| thrice every year, and which are called by the 


French . tréz. Theſe conſiſt of Va= 


rious 
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rious kinds of ſea-fiſh juſt ſpawned, and with 
which that element ſwarms, for ſome miles 
diſtance from the ſhore, in numbers truly aſto- 
-  niſhing, Theſe little creatures come into the 
_ rivers like a living ſtream, and in a ſhort time 
{wim two or three miles to an amazing height 
up the country. This they perform in a won- 
derful manner, ſkipping over ſuch rapid ſtreams, 
as repel their weak endeavours, from rock to 
rock, the ſurfaces of which are covered with 
them: or, ſeeking the ſmoothly gliding ſtream 
at the fide of the banks, by degrees aſcend the 
| hight parts of the rivers. 


5 The 5 firſt "oy of 4 appearance of theſe 
frey in the rivers they are tranſ parent and 
clear as cryſtal, ſo that every bone in them may 
be counted, and the movement of their vitals 
can be plainly diſcerned. The ſecond day after, 
they loſe much of that tranſparency; and 
the third or fourth day, it is wholly loſt 
| D 4 by 
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40 THE HISTORY OF THE | 
by the nutriment which they feed on. They are 
caught in baſkets, in which is put a. table- 
cloth or ſheet, and ſinking the baſket with 
ſtones, vaſt quantities are : taken 'at a time. | 
They are fried in a batter made of flour and ” 
milk, or ſtewed with herbs and ſpice. | They 
are excellent food cooked either way. : 


Almoſt in the centre of the iſland, on the 

top of a very high mountain, ſurrounded by 
others above it, is a large natural pond, or 
rather lake of freth water, which is alſo well 

ſtocked with fine fiſh, and it is faid, is in 
ſome places unfathomable. It covers a ſpace | 
of ſome acres, ſpreads into three diſtinct ; 


branches, and has a very wonderful appear- 15 


ance in point of ſituation: it is about fix 
miles diſtant from the town of Roſeau, and 

great part of the road to it is a ſteep. 
| aſcent, On firſt beholding this lake, a per- 
ſon becomes, as it were, rivetted for a time to 
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the ſpot, with Glent awe and admiration, at 


viewing ſo vaſt a vary of water collected at 


ſuch a PT 


| ' Dominica i is likewiſe well pred with ex- 
 cellent ſea-fiſn; and the inhabitants have the 
advantage of procuring their fiſh almoſt as ſoon 
as caught, and often buy them alive in the 
market. Among the chief of the ſea-fifl are; 

groupers, cavallies, ſnappers, talks, baracutas, 
king- fiſh, Spaniſh mackrel, jacks, and ſprats; 
the ſhell-fiſh are, lobſters, conks, wilks, and 


crabs; all which are ſo well known, as to 

render any deſcription of them needleſs. some 
few turtles are alſo caught at the windward 

part of the iſland ; but this article is moſtly 


| brought hither from the Spaniſh iſlands. = 


This ifland is alfo remarkable for land- 
crabs, of which there are three forts, white, 


black, and red. The firſt are diſtin- 
guiſhable only for their poiſonous quality, 
is which 
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42 THE HISTORY OF THE ; 
which they acquire by feeding on the blofloms ö 
and leaves of the mahaut, a tree which gives 
| name to a part of the iſland where it grows 
eſpecially, and of which it is neceſſary to give 
firſt a deſcription. This tree is of the cork 
kind, and grows ff pontancouſly i in watery places, 


or at the ſides of rivers, and renders' the water 
and air near them very unwholeſome. They 
= are about the ſize in common of the Engliſh 
1 | oak-trees, and are almoſt continually in bloſ- 
| ſom ; ; which is of a ſickly yellow colour, 
| and has much the appearance of the poppy 
| bloſſom, but is rather larger. The body, 
| branches, leaves, and bloſſoms of the ma- 
haut-tree, contain a milky Juice, which is | 
a moſt ſubtle poiſon to every creature but 


the crabs who taſte it; and to them it gives | 
the ſame deadly | quality if eaten, as has been 
fatally experienced by ſeveral perſons. Yet not- 
withſtanding their bad qualities, theſe trees are 

4 5 very ſerviceable, as the bark of them ſtripped 
5 off makes good ropes, nearly as * as thoſe 

| made 


» 
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made of hemp ; and the body and branches 
make floats for ſeins, or fiſhing-nets, equal to 
any made of cork, and as durable. 


The black crabs are excellent, and fafe 
cating, if caught in places where the Ma- 
haut tree does not grow; particularly thoſe 
brought from a part of the iſland, called 
« Souffrier ;” where they are to be had nearly 

: as large as ſa crabs, and in great plenty. 
| They are extremel y fat when in ſeaſon ; and 
the females are full of a rich glutinous 
ſubſtance, called the s which i is nen 
| delicious. 

The red crabs are as ſmall as the common 
fort of crabs in England, but are by far pre- 
ferable to them; the females being full of 
the ſame rich glutinous ſubſtance as the 
black ſort, when in ſeaſon; at which time, 
the red crabs make their appearance in aſto- 
niſhing numbers: ſo that it is common for 
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"66 - THE HISTORY oF THE 
a a perſon on horſeback, to trample them under 
his horſe's feet; and it is diverting to hear 


the ruſtling they make among the leaves on 


the ground, to get out of the way. Of theſe, 


and the. black ſort, is made a favourite diſh, 
called there, pepper pot; ubich is made of 


8 crabs picked from the ſhells, ſtewed with 
Indian cale, and pods of Guinea pepper, and 
cat with a pudding made of Indian corn flour, 


or rice; this diſh is eee, 


3 T 


Some People hve crab pens, or plaves: made 
like fowl coops, for the purpoſe of keeping 


them alive, for ſome time after they are caught; 


eeding them with potatoe vines, Indian corn, 
herbage and water. This method is cer- 


tainly the beſt to prevent the danger to be 
apprehended from eating them; as, notwith- 


ſtanding the greateſt caution in procuring them 


5 . 5 a _ they have you 
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fatal, by being imprudently « eaten as | ſoon as 


my were cau un 


The land crabs are TS Sn deſtructive 
to ſugar plantations, when they are numerous, 
as they are on fome eſtates near the fea; cating 
off the buds of the newly planted canes, of 
which they are very fond ; as they are alfo of 


the Indian corn juſt ſprouted, of which they 
devour both blade and root. For this there 
is no remedy, but immediately replanting and 
catching as many of them as you can; for to 


attempt to ſtop. up their holes, ; which are 


numerous, as thoſe of the mole ; or to Rn 


. would be vain, 


There are no 1 natives of Do- 


minica, except the Indian coney, which is 


nearly the ſize of a rabbit when full grown. 
This animal i is very ſingular; its head, ears, 
eyes, noſe, mouth, and teeth, being exactly 
like thoſe of a rat; and its body and hs like 
thoſe 
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| thoſe of a hog; the latter in particular, being . 
hoofed like that animal. It has only a ſtump : 


of a tail, which appears as if it was cut, 


but it is naturally ſp; and it is covered with 


long brown hair like hog's briſtles, which it 


erects in the ſame manner when an gry. It 


ſprings on its hind legs like a rabbit, and 


runs with great ſpeed when purſued, —_— : 
a noiſe like a Guinca Pig, 


Theſe 8 pu : 3 miſchief among | 
the ground proviſions ; which they root up 


in great abundance ; feeding in herds, in the 
mornings and evenings, and are difficult to 
be ſhot, but are eaſily taken by dogs, or 
traps. Their fleſh is not much admired 

for eating, it being dry, and in general - 


rank; but to get rid of this taſte, thoſe 
who are fond of eating them, bury the 
| dead animal in the ground for two or three 
hours previous to cooking it, which takes 


it off. They are Tometimes kept alive as cu- 
riofities, : 
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rioſities, W are ſoon tamed ; ha their urine 


is very offenſive. 


There = formerly wild goats and hogs in 


the woods of this country; but they became | 
ſo by being let free on the plantations. There 
are, however, very few, if any, at preſent, 


having been moſtly, if not entirely, deſtroyed 


by the runaway negroes. The wild hogs 
were very dangerous when attacked, but their 
fleſh delicious, owing to the vaſt quantity 
and goodneſs of the wild yams, and other 


proviſions, on which they lived, and which 
grow en. in the woods. 


The ſeveral 8 of e ebids 3 


a breed in Dominica are, horſes, horned. 


cattle, ſheep, hogs, goats, rabbits, and Gui- 
nea pigs. The poultry are, geeſe, ducks, 
turkies, dunghill fowls, Guinea ee and 
houſe pigeons. | 


* 


The 


A 


. 


- 
MICS vv * JP * : - 09S *, > 
ERICSSON VB b : 4 22 — — 3 
4 Y ft, * * 2 — N — 7 — — 4 x," 
< ** \ . 2 N 
3 "WF. * a * 
* * 2 og": OP SATIRE WR ASM... £ 
I Ip EAT _— 2» * 9 22 * 2 . x Wigs 15 8 4 % 
6 * Sad N 


n 
E 


* 


es 72 8 - 
r 


* : 
to NN * 


3 1 * gs 
Rx WH  r_at 
* : a 


* 
30 7 
_ 
FLS. „ * 
p * 
' IP: 
Ee. 
4 
1 
N 1 
r A1 
2 
* ry : 
** 1 
. 
[] 
— 
IP 7 
142 * 
+ 
7 7 
Wt 
: * 
g 4 
9 
bd 
N 331 S 
We 
# 1 
_— 
5 
1 
* . 
1 
f 1 
2 * 
pf * 
1 . 
Ke 
Nn 
** 4 
i 7 
$424 
. * 4 
1116 
* 
RK | 
A 
"$1 
4 — 
"A by! 4 
"3? 
* j 1 4 
ASE 4 
* 
. 
bY. 
1 - 
$ 4 
* 
4 
Ws 5, 
b * 
yt 
. 4 
. 
, x 
4 
A 2; 
7 9 10 F 
þ 4 
n 
* 
Tx 
. a 
4 bi * 
i] 
DP 
. "n+, 
2 
* 1 
. 
- 
b 4 
43. 
- 
5 A — 
4 
1 4 
# 
— #4 
& 6 
* Fl . 
© $$ 
4 
552 


BY 


= 2 


— e —— — r - FFF e 
3 7 Kal * . Ns. "oh" 4 
8 SY gs 4 2 * 44. 
N = * — * — 5 *% 5 . ** <1 23 No * 
— Ia, . 2 , 2 — 2 «i 22 2 1 


D 

— 

9 — 
* 


— Ion 
— — 
% 


—— — — 


— 92 2 
Iron oy 


. — — — : — 
AE ä 83 9 
2 — Er Soak» OR we — — . "He WP 
— — ” 


48 THE HISTORY OF ThE 


There are but few Barths bred here; and 


they are no way remarkable, either for 
ſtrength, beauty, or ſpirit; but are rather 
_. fmall and unſightly. This proceeds en- 


tirely from the want of good breedin g 


mares and ſtallions, with proper perſons com- 


petent in the knowledge of breeding and 
taking care of thoſe uſeful animals; as the 
horſes brought from England, America; 
and the vo e thrive extremely 


The Ne W in this iſland are by 


no means extenſive, although very good for 5 


cattle; conſequently, there are but few of 
them. But thoſe that are bred here are as 
ſhbng, breed as well, and are as fine eri 
5 aps of the Weſt-Indies. 


_ as in 0 5 


2 . in any great number 


in Dominica; but thoſe of both ſpecies breed 
as: well here as in any other iſland ; _ when 


* 
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killed for mans their fleſh is tender, far, 


and juicy, equalling in flavour that of veni- 


ſon. What is remarkable of the ſheep in 
particular, is, that they retain their wool in 
this iſland much longer than in moſt other 
parts of the Weſt Indies, where they ſhed 
their fleecy coats very ſoon after being brought 
to that climate, which cauſes them to change 
into fine long hair, as in ws” 


oof 


, Hogs _= in 9 "hides in the iſland, 


and may be raiſed in great abundance, the coun- 


try being very favourable for breeding them, 


as it affords plenty of proper proviſions; 
Their fleſh is very white, firm, and fat, and 


of a delicious flavour, eſpecially thoſe raiſed _ 


on the plantations ; but in the to vns, where 
the hogs are ſuffered to go at large, and fe d 
on any filth that falls i in their way, their fleſh 
is not ſo _ pod 
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II 


Rabbits, Guinea pigs, and the different 
| ſpecies of poultry, breed extremely well in 
Dominica, and are in as great perfection therg 
as in any other part of the world. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


or THE MOST REMARKABLE REPTILES AND INSECTS 
OF THE ISLAND, THEIR VENOMOUS AND OTHER 
. WITH REMARKS, 


THE principal and moſt remarkable of the 


reptiles and inſects in Dominica are, ſnakes, 


lizards, wood-ſlaves, guanas, frogs, grugru 


worms, borer worms, centipedes, ſcorpions, 


ſpiders,” ſawyer flies, blackſmith flies, logger- 
head flies, Spaniard flies, freemaſon flies, the 


wood-horſe, and vegetable flies. 


Some of the ſnakes are ſmall, and others | 
very large and thick. Of the laſt fort is that 


called by the French, Tete du chien, or 
Dog's-head ſnake, from its head, which much 


| reſembles that of a dog, Some have been 


eaught in this iſland that meaſured upwards of 
twelve feet in length, and as thick as a man's 
2 They have long, ſharp teeth; their ſkins 

E 2 ; are 
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52 Tu HISTORY OF THE 
are ſcaled and beautifully ſpotted, and they 
have at the end of their tails a blunt-pointed, | 
horny ſubſtance, which enables them to climb 
the trees. 


The bite of theſe ſnakes is not venomous, : 
nor is that of any kind of them in this iſland ; 
but the tete du chien does much miſchief 
among the birds in the woods; and on the 
| plantations | they frequently devour the fowls 
and other poultry. They will ſwallow a full- 
grown fowl with its feathers; and ſeveral of 
them have been killed there with both a large 
fowl and an Indian coney entire in their 
bowels, 
3 remarkable circumſtance, W bap- | 
pened i in this ifland ſome time ago, deſerves to 
be noticed in this place. A negro retiring 
from work one day at noon, inſtead of going 
home to get his dinner, fell aſleep under 
ſhady tree; and being miſſing at the time the 
other e aſſambled together to finiſh their 
| daily 
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Gaily taſk, it cauſed a ſaſpicion that ſome ac- . 


eident had befallen him; they accordingly went 
in ſearch of him, and found him aſleep, with 

one of his legs, up to the thick part of his 

thigh, in the jaws of a large ſnake. Awaken- 
ed by their noiſe, he was in the greateſt terror, 
and ſtruggling to get diſengaged, was ſeverely 
bit by the animal; to prevent this as much as 

poſſible, wedges were placed between its Jaws, 
whilſt they cut it to pieces ; by which means 
only he could be releaſed. This : operation 


took up ſome time, which together with the - 


length of time, his leg and thigh had already 
been in the belly and jaws of the ſnake, reduced 
them almoſt to a ſtate of digeſtion ; and'it was 


not till a conſiderable while after, that he reco- 


vered the intire uſe of . 


The fat of theſs ſnakes is eſteemed an excel- 


lent remedy for the rheumatiſm, or for ſprains, 


: by rubbing it mixed with ſtrong rum... 


| Their fleſh is eaten by many, particularly by the 
: French, ſome of whom are very fond of it; 
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but it is reckoned un wholeſome, and to occa- 
ſion the keproſy. 


e of the tete du chien ſnakes are 35 
excellent for covering ſword-ſheaths, or other 
 inftrument caſes, for which purpoſe ther are 
in general uſed; but ſome ſurgeons ke uſe | 


| of them 1 in medicine. 


Lizards are * numerous in this iſland, 
and are of ſeveral kinds; ſome of a green, 
others of a yellow, and fome beautifully 
ſpotted with both colours. They are very 
harmleſs, feed on flies, worms, and other 
ſmall inſets, which render them very ſervice- 
able on the plantations. The ground lizard, 
one of the largeſt of that ſpecies, and of a 
black colour, has lately been diſcovered to be 
an excellent remedy for the . ww 
made i into broth. 


The u W e is a ſpecies * the Feat 
kind, but 'of a more hideous figure, and is 


reckoned to be venomous, Its head is ſhaped 


ISLAND OP "DOMINICA. 65 
like a dog! s, its body is ſcaled and ſpotted 


like a toad's, it has four legs, which are cla) 


| footed, and on each toe a ſharp, crooked nail, 
like a bird's; it laſhes with its tail, which 
drops from its body on the ſlighteſt touch ; 


and its me nn very diſguſting. 


They are e not more than three 
or four inches in length, but ſome are rather 
larger. Some ſay, that they fix their nails 


ſo faſt in the fleſh of thoſe on whom they 
- Chance to fall, as not to be removed with- 
cout cutting them out: others recommend 


throwing dry ſand on the part, which diſen- 
gages their nails, when they are eaſily ſhaken 
off. However, I never knew any injury hap- 
pen from the wood-lave; I have had them drop 


on my cloaths from the cielings of rooms, 

where they are uſually to be ſeen in the even- 
ing, in ſearch of food. They are great ene- 

mies to ſpiders and cock - roaches, and they 


make a noiſe which ſomewhat reſembles the 
cackling of a hen. 
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The guana is | ſhaped like a crocodile; its 


head, body, feet, and tail, reſembling thoſe - 
of that animal, It is of a green colour, but 
can change it at pleaſure to a light aſh. colour, 


as it always does when alarmed. It has gills 


like a cock, but of a pale colour, and a horny 
ſubſtance, like the comb of that bird, dann 


ing from its noſe to the neck. It has ſtrong 


"74 ſharp teeth, ſhaped like a lancet, with Which 
it bites ſeverely; its tail is. alſo Aeg with 


ſtrong, blunt points, with which it wounds 


the legs of thoſe who take it, if they are not = | 
careful, as it laſhes ſtrongly with its tail, which 

ts very ſupple, and nearly twice as gn as the 
other we of its _ | 


| This animal is 3 between two and | 
three feet long, from the tip of the noſe to 


| the end of the tail; and when of that length, 
about four or five inches thick, eſpecially the 
females, about the belly, when n ; 
which time they are "Tan of eggs. e Bt 


; _ : 
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The Ach of the guana is excellent cating, 


and is cooked in the ſame manner as turtle, 


to which it is by many preferred ; their eggs 


are alſo reckoned a great dainty. They are 
| caught by a very curious method : by whiſt- 


ling, which lulls them aſleep, when with a 


ſtrong vine, or ſtring, faſtened at the end of a 
long ſtick in a ſlip knot, which is pulled | 
_ gently over its head, and when a ſudden jirk 


is given with the ſtick the animal is ſecured. 
They are very harmleſs, ſhy, and difficult to 


come near; and a perſon bit by them, or 


wounded with their tails, is under no appre- 
henſions of danger from either. 


The frogs, called by the French “ Cra- 
”* paux, are very numerous in Dominica, 
and are an article of food to both the French 


and Engliſh, many of whom prefer the 


crapaux to chickens. They 3 fricaſſees, 


a bc to fick people, eſpecially in confump- 


tive caſes. 
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| The method of catching the crapaux is 
5 devi fingular, it being done by means of 
lighted torches in the night-time, when they 
are out in ſearch of food, This method is 
alſo. uſed to catch the land-crabs, which, 
as well as the frogs, from ſome deficiency i in 
their eye: ſight, are unable to reſiſt the light 
of a burning flame; or it ſo faſcinates them, 
that they have not the power to ſtir from the 
ſpot ; ; but Rupifigd by its. rays, they become / 
* ealy peeps | 


rue g grugru-worm is a 1 of the grub. . 
worm, but! is n one than >the common 


are cat by many Wl wh eſteem tl 
great dainty, and eat them roaſted, with 4 
ſtrong ſauce made of lime- juice, ſalt, and 
Guinea pepper. They are like marrow, when 
cooked; but their head gives them an ap- 
Pearance not very inviting, the firſt time they | 
are eaten; yet that diſguſt is ſoon overcome, 
| ; 


ISLAND or DOMINICA. . „ 


; he their exceeding rich flayour, mind thoſe 
Who are fond of them fay, exceeds any het 


The borer-worm is alſo 4 ſpecies of the 
grub-worm, and is a moſt deſtructive reptile, 
eſpecially to the ſugar- cane, to which its ra- 

vages are principally confined. This worm is 
commonly about an inch in length, and of 
the thickneſs of a large caterpillar ; it is pro- 
duced from the egg of a kind of butterfly, 
or moth, and was firſt diſcovered in this un, 
: about ten years ago. 


he mouth * two Als Sis teeth, in 
ſhape like a hog's tuſks, with which it bites 
| ſeverely, and with fuch ſmartneſs, that put- 
ting the blade of a knife between them, it 
will champ the blade, fo as to be diſtinctly 


1 heard, and will keep it ſo faſt, as to make it 


diffcult to take it away. With its teeth it pe- 
netrates the buds on the Joints of the cane, 
A its way into the inſide, where it de- 


vours 


60 THE HISTORY or THE 
. vours the whole fubRanics, rendering the joint 
like a tube : after which, it works into ano- 
ther joint, which it conſumes in like man- 
ner; and continuing its progreſs, at length de- 
ſtroys the whole cane. | 
The aki which theſe worms make 5 
in a field of canes in a ſhort time is aſtoniſh- 
ing ; and although ſeveral methods have been 
tried to deſtroy them, yet none have been ſuc- 
ceſsful. If care was. taken when the canes 
were young, on the firſt appearance of the 
borer among them, to rub their ſtems and : 
leaves with a preparation of lime-water, or 
falt brine, mixed with ſoot and mathed pods 
of Guinea pepper, perhaps they might be de- 
| troyed ; as by ſprinkling ſome of this mixture 
| on thoſe 1 worms it wil .inflantly kill them. | 


: 0 are great enemies to the borer when 
they can get at them, but they are much pre- 
vented by its excrement, which being like 


Wigs of wood, and of a gluey conſiſtence, 5 


0 
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uſually fills up and ſecures their holes from the- 


entrance of the ants. Vet having myſelf re- 
moved that im pediment, by clearing away the 


dung, and putting a few ants to the hole, on 


going to the place ſome time after, I have ſeen 
them collected in great numbers, all buſily em- 
ployed carrying away in their mouths pieces 
of the borer, whom they had ferretted out of 
its hole and killed. 1 | | 


Centipedes, called by the Engliſh * Forty 


« legs,” and ſcorpions, are numerous in this 
_ iſland, eſpecially in the woods, and in old 
houſes. Of the former are often ſeen ſome _ 
that will meaſure eight or nine inches in 


5 length, and thick in proportion; but the ge- 


nerality of them do not exceed three inches 


long. They are very harmleſs, except when 
meddled with ; neither then is their bite, or the 
ſting of the ſcorpion of this county, ſo dan- 


gerous, as in many other Weſt India iſlands. ' 
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| They are caught and put into ſtrong « rum; 

and if the part bit or ſtung be rubbed 
with it, the pain is ſoon allayed, though 
the ſting of the ſcorpion is at firſt exquiſite, 
and neſs to be endured with _ | 


1 Spiders 0 4 here in great pints and 
of various kinds, ſome of them being much 
larger than any in England, their bodies are 
covered with a fine down. like hair, and their 
mouths are armed with ſtrong, ſharp tecth, 
or forceps, with which they wound ſeverely, 
but their bite is not venomous. Others are 
very ſmall, and beautifully ſpotted with a va». 
_ piety of the moſt lively colours; and ſome have 
eyes in different ous of their bodies, but they ; 
are all barmlels. 


The n _ 1 called from its "FAM 
of t Eving afunde the ee of trees, whoſe | 
ſabſtance is its food, is about three inches in 


length when full grown, and is a very fingular 


. Its head has amen che n 
Ss © . | | of | 


ISLAND OF DOMINICA, 63 
of that of an glephant, it having a horny bill, 
like the proboſcis. of that animal, bending 
upwards from the under part, with another, 
| pointing downwards from the upper part of 
its head, both of a jet black, and of a fina 
poliſh, On the inner ſurface of the upper bill 
are raiſed points, like the teeth of a ſaw, which 
are uſed by the inſet in the fame man» 
ner. Its body is like that of a beetle, but 
conſiderably larger, with double - wings, the 
inner of which is like coarſe gauze; and its 
| legs are armed at each joint with cropked, 
ſharp nails, with the $i on each 05. oe 
2 vhs 
e — Soars 
| branches of trees is really admirable, but it is 
hardly poſſible to form an idea of the manner 
of doing it without a deſcription. This work 
it performs by encircling the branch with ita 
— bills, the points of which it faſtens well into 
the wood, and turning round it briſkly by the 
: n of its een, make a loud i 


noiſe, 


= 
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noiſe, it in a ſhort time ſaws the branch aſun- 
der. They are by many called elephant flies, 

from the great reſemblance of their heads to 
that animal; they are perfectly harmleſs, and 

are caught only to be kept as curioſities. 


The blackſmith fly, is ſo called from its 
making a noiſe reſembling in ſound the ſtrik- 
| ing on iron. In the centre of its back is. a 
projecting horny point, and a crevice of the 
fame nature on the hind part of the head, near 
the ſhoulders, which heing ſtruck together 
by a jerk of the head and body, make a tink- 
ling noiſe, that may be heard at a conſiderable 
diſtance; and ſo elaſtic is the membrane 
which joins the head and body together, that, 
if the inſet is laid on its back, it will 
ſpring to a tolerable height upwards, and fall 
directly on its legs. It differs very little from 
the beetle in ſhape or ſize, excepting. in its 
| elaſtic powers, ON! fo mm a noiſe. 
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The fire fly is a wanderful inſect, for it has 
luminous quality in its head (above the 


ches) under each wing, and in its tail; which, 


when the inſect is flying, has the appearance 
of ſo many lights of candles moving u 
air: or, the lights of a coach or poſt-chaiſe | 
is enn Ig + 5 


| — f theſs flies are as 1 as the top- 
| joint! of 'a man's thumb, others are much 
ſmaller; and the latter have that luminous 
| quality only in their tails. They have a charm- 
ing effect on the eye at night i in the groves of 
the woods, where they are ſeen flying in all 
directions, like ſo many thouſand ſparkles of 
fire; forming one of the grandeſt ſpectacles 
of the kind that can be conceived, in Domi- 
nira's woods * that 2 ſhine with ON” 
4 e 22 : „ 
1 ' The larger ſort are offen caught for the no- 
velty of the light they give; if two or three 
Þ 1 39 
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of them. are put into a glaſs, placed i in a 
dark room, you may ſee diſtinctly any ob- 


| je there; or by holding a book cloſe to the 
glaſs in which they are, you may ſee er, 


to read the: ſmalleſt re 


1 0 k wie quality remarkable in the 
fire flies, which i is, that ſeveral of them being. 
killedand maſhed together will produce the ſame 


effect, and be as viſible in letters marked-out 
on the walls of a dark room, as if done with 


artificial phoſphorus; and this for a. e 


8 * time after the flies are Fn b 


Fhe POPE 9 1 is a ſpecies of the RIP 95 
in the uncommon 


largeneſs. of its head, a a ſingular quality 


of tranſparency in its body; which latter is 


very remarkable, for placing this fly near to 


the light of-a candle, you may plainly diſtin- 


guiſh every part of its vitals, and n . 


: $ 


The 
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Z | The Spaniard fly and free-maſon fly are both 
of the waſp kind, but they differ from each 


Other in ſize, ſhape, and alſo in the ſubſtance 


and curious manner of making their neſts. 


| The firſt is of the ſhape of a ſmall bee, and 


| | builds its neſt of a waxy matter, in the form 
of a {mall flat button full of holes, which it 
ſuſpends by a filky ligament to the cielings of 


houſes, or to the boughs of trees, where it 


2 


1 ed 


55 The free-maſon fly is exactly of the ſhape, | 
| fize, and colour of a waſp, and builds its neſt of 
mud, in the ſhape of organ barrels. | It is cu- 
rious to ſee theſe little creatures at work, they 
ſhew fo much art and induſtry, ſome of them 
fetching the mud in their mouths, while others 
are forming their ſmall. cones, 'or filling them | 
- up when finiſhed with numbers of various-co- 
i loured ſmall ſpiders, which they al ſo bring in their 
8 n for food to their young when hatched. | 
tt ee That 


has the benefit of the wind to vibrate to and 
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That whioh i is further remarkable of theſe es 
is, that it appears they qual ify the ſpiders, by 
ſome means, for remaining. a long time in as i 


| perfect A Nate. as the firſt day they Were im 
mured in their cells; I have ſeen ſpiders, 1o 


immured for ſeveral weeks, as whole and per- 
e e 11 and ne as lion alive : 


"There — 9 of: theſe flies, called 


| ; galley waſps, -which'is double the ſize and of a 
bright light- blue colour. Theſe have very 


long ſtings, which are plainly to be ſeen when 
they are flying, with which they wound very 
ſeverely, cauſing the blood to 8 bow. as. 
from: eee lancet.. en away) 

The ging of theſe flies is very FANS and 
perſons: have been thrown: into fevers. by being 
ſtung if verely by them z but e are cello 
Er yu diſturbed. | 1G GOA. 


d-horf ane. neal giv 
| fighork, is a x very fin ela inſect. Its head 


18 
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tis like that of a graſshopper, it has two horns, 


conſiderably longer than its own body, which 
is about three inches, and of one continued 


_ thickneſs; like a large caterpillar. It has fix. ; | 


legs, which are raiſed and doubled above its 
body, like the ſpringing legs of a  grahopper, 
but they have not the ſame power, ſerving it 
only to walk with, which it does very faſt. 
It has no wings, is of a deep green colour, 
and ee harmleſs. od 5 


A S's 7; 


ee 3 fy. is a e bed. 
27 is of the appearance and ſize of a ſmall 
cockchafer, and buries itſelf i in the ground, 
where it dies, and from its body ſprings up a 
{mall plant, which reſembles a coffee- tree 
plant, only its leaves are much ſmaller. The 
plant which ſprings from this inſect is often 
overlooked, from the ſuppoſition people have 
of its being no other than a coffee 3 but 


cally diſtinguiſhed, Baie the head; body, and 


BA „„ feet” 
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| Ht of the inſet appearing at the 700k, as 
> pon as when al xe. 


In the woods of Dominica are vaſt ſwarms 
of bees, which hive in the trees, and produce 
great quantities of wax and honey ; both af 
which are equal in goodneſs to any of thoſe | 
articles to be had 1 


The 3 In; 406 flies are not o 
numerous, or ſo troubleſome in this country, 
as they are in moſt parts of the Weſt Indies, 
owing to there being but few ſpots of ſtag- 
5 e . which breeds _ FX 
N The 1 is a ſpecies of the gnat kind, N 

£ but rather fmaller than the common gnat in 


-” England. The fand fly is not much larger 


than the head of a large pin, but is a very 
_ formenting little inſect in ſome iſlands, parti- | 
Pe to Copa newly e from _ 


. 
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Ants are very numerous in Dominica, and 
are of ſeveral ſorts; as the large black ant, . 
the brown ant, the red ant, the flying ant, 
.and the wood ant. The latter is the moſt 
troubleſome, as they are very deſtructive to 
: trees, and the timber in houſes; which they 
will reduce to duſt in a ſhort time, if ſuffered 
to take up their abode therein. The beſt me- 
thod to prevent this is, to rub the timber 
with tar or turpentine, which hinders their at- 
tacking it, or, if already there, to ſprinkle 
weſenic * their neſts, which kills them. |, 


The other forts of ants are injurious only 
to particular articles, as new ſown ſeed, the 
| buds and fruit of trees, ef] pecially in dry ſea- 
| ſons, when ſometimes they cover the ground 

in ſuch numbers, as is truly aſtoniſhing. 
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AN ACCOUNT. OF THE DIFFERENT ARTICLES. OF 
WEST INDIA PRODUCE, . RAISED IN THE 'ISLAND 3 | 
" The NUMBER 0 F SUGAR. AND corrzr PLANTA- 
© TIONS THEREIN, WITH REMARK, / Eon 43 
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"TUE Son articles of Wen! India a produce 
nid in Dominica for commerce are, ſugar, ET 
rum, . opa, and Aae ; 8 . 
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There are not more as fifty ſugar . 
tions 9 preſent in this iſland, above thirty 

: eſtates of that deſcription having been aban· 
; doned, owing. to ſeveral cauſes; and among 
others, to the imprudence and miſmanagement 
of ſome of the firſt proprietors of them; and 
to the great diſadvantages this iſland laboured 

| under, while it was in the poſſeſſion of he 


F rench lf war. 
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In vas u grint-mixſootiing; that on the firſt 
ſettlement af this country by the Engliſh, ſo 
great a rage prevailed in the :new ſettlers for” 
having extenſive eſtates, As. many of- them were : 
no ways qualified for the laborious taſk of 
eſtabliſhing a valuable property, by clearing | 
the woods, and proceeding, not only to ſuper- | 
L intend, but 'to "get forward by n with. 
| mw. 60d <noNOWJ- rears hf = 


5 They 8 8 chat do all a 
this, in the courſe of a [fe gent. | "their for. | 


5 large eſtatea; but they did not date the 
conſequences of borrowing, money at eight per 
cent. which was allowed in Dominika ar that 
time.— The forming new eſtates with HMF ne- 
„ groes, inſtead of ſeaſoned ones, at a time when 
that: climate Was, from the. quantity of its 

wood, ſo unſettled that it rained beſt part of 

5 * Fenn labour of making roads, 
Carrying material- don OP? which 
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took up at leaſt eighteen months, before any | 
produce could be planted. Whilſt in ſeveral 
Inſtances, ſome of them ſpent the money, | 
Which was intended to forward their planta- 

tions, in unneceſſary e, or in an un- | 


 warrantable wow of e 


Others, Gi an un ws greedinefs, 

purchaſed, in the names of their acquaintances ; 

or families, ſeveral lots of land, each contain- 

ing the number of acres limited in the grants; 
by which means, Perſons wha would have. 
been more fit ſettlers, were deprived of them; 
and large quantities of land thus purchaſed, 

are now in the ſame ſtate (in woods) as they 
were, when firſt ſold at the Sn wiſſioners 
ales: ln 1 . oe 


Another ca cauſe, to which the: re- 
duction of ſugar plantations in this iſland may 
be attributed, is, that ſeveral of the firſt Eng- 
liſh ſettlers, | from a want of knowledge in 
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as choice of lands, proper for the immediate 
cultivation of the ſagar-cane, had choſen ſuch 
places in the interior parts of the country, as 
were on the tops of. high mountains, or or ſur- 
rounded by vaſt woods; which affording tao 
much ſhelter from the ſun, and being ſubject 
to too frequent great rains, chilled the canes, 


rendering their juice unfit for making ſugar. N 


Not but that, was the Whole of the culti- 
vable lands there to be cleared of their woods, 


there are few ſituations, even in the moſt in- 


terior parts, but would be proper for ie 
gromth of that article. 
+: By (chin 3 conduct of ſuch of the 
ne ſettlers, after they had ſpent conſiderable 
| ſums of money, which. they had borrowed on 
the credit of their plantations ſo ſituated, and 
having loſt a number of negroes and cattle by 
_ » the dampneſs of the climate in thoſe places, to- 
N gether with the difficult and lAaborious roads 1 
them, they were at e driven to the ne- 
on, uw ceſſity 


? * 413 
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: ceſũity of abandoning their poſes to the 
| gas: in To T 819 "a 


j 3 
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= - miſes, Fe ding? been ſufferers already in 
1 {he-tofs of conſiderable ſums they had ent on 


"orgs Te, 
* — 


1 | : 5 them; and not knowing, or not conſidering 
1 the value of ſuch property at a future period, 
„ ] are -unwilling to advance more; at leaſt the 
N = | majority of the mortgagees ſeem to be diſpoſed 
1 a to let their lands remain in the ſame neglected, 

| | | : abandoned ſituation they have been in theſe 
148 ſeveral years: paſt, to the great hindrance of 
| | | | 5 the proſperity of that unn . as well 

1 


as their own detriment, 
0 F ' gd: 6 65 It is pad that on an : average, one 
1 5 ear win another, there are not more than 
-three-thouſand hogſheads of ſugar made an- 


5 "nually in Dominica. This is ee 4 very 
5 „„ e mall 


e 


"ISLAND or DOMINICA. | N 
ſmall quantity of that article, for ſuch an ex- 
tenſive iſland, or even for the number of plan- 
tations in it, at preſent under cultivation: for, 
ſuppoſing theſe fifty eſtates contained only two! 
thouſand acres of land in canes, which is a 
very ſmall calculation, as ſeveral fingle _ eſtates 
have upwards of one hundred acres; and few . 
| leſs than ſixty: this is at the rate a of a 
5 high and a * pe acre. . 5 
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In the Enoglich old ſettled | iſlands, 655 | 
| hogſheads of ſugar for every gere in canes, on 
ond aka is conſidered as a very Sadie 

| produce; for, after good ſeaſonable weather =: 
previous to the crop, ſome lands have been ; 
| known to yield from four to. five hogſheads per 
of yielding, between the lands of other iflands. 
and thoſe of Dominica, the ſuperior fertility; 
of the former may be inferred; which, how- 
over, is ua no means Oo: ys for the lands 
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of the old iſlands, from having been a conſi- 
derable number of years under cultivation, are 
ſo much worn out, as to require great atten- 
tion to make them bear the culture of the 
ſugar-cane. And the Planters there are obliged 
to let the land lie a year or two fallow occa- 
fionally, or only plant ſuch vegetables as 
yams and patatoes, | the roots of which open 
and enrich the foil; beſide, it muſt be well | 
ct previous to e 


LOU no'more key 3 in ſome 5 
tations, in others only one - third part of the 
Und is yearly planted with canes the other 
part being prepared for growing rattoons, turn- 
ed into paſture for cattle, or given to the ne- 
groes for gardens, in order to improve and 
render it fit for the canes. The rattoons, it 


is neceſſary to acquaint che readers, who 1 may 


probably not know the ſugar-cane, are ſecond 

canes; which ſpring from the roots of plant 

cancs, aſter they have been cut down and 
1 | | 
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made ſugar of; which the rattoons produce 
in like manner, but generally not in an equal 
quantity with the other. Of theſe, the lands 
of the old iflands will bear but one crop, in 


Dominica they will rattoon four or five years 
running, and. the laſt year's yiclding of ow 


will be as N as the firſt. 


- "The Pn eſtates in Mg iſlands have 


generally a number of barren ſpots in them, 
called «© Yellow ſpots; the ſterility of which 


no art can overcome ſo as to make them 
bear canes to any perfection; for though they 


5 N ſpring up, yet they ſoon change from a 


green to a yellow colour, and rot in the 
ground. And, moreover, the old iſlands are 


frequently ſubject to long and ſevere droughts, 
which never happen in Dominica; and there 
is eyery reaſon to ſuppoſe they never will, 
from the great number and heighth of its 
mountains, together with the vaſt quantity of 
ee which it will be next to ip } 


ever 
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e to dene a in ſome Parts of a 
iſland; | "2M 


. 


The land-of Dominica is quite new, very 
little of it having been more than thirty years 
under cultivation, and a great part of it, it is 
prdbable, never ſince the creation; the ſoit 
| Fm rung vegetation ſo quick, that it 
nazi 3: apd this vigour is particu- 
| iſpicugug the fgar-canc; for it 
hs been fee chere of the length of ſixteen = 
| feet zud upwards, and double the 5 
1 nm, 


Th wade on LAY aue hs ants 
4 advantage of the interior country, for 
forming ſugar eltates; büt then, they are con- 
5 _—_ to, or are overtopped by vaſt woods, 
1 | * t of an uninterrupted, | 
>flary for the growth 


| — -rifing in heavy 
| „ | . Oy 
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fam has a bad effect on canes ; and though 


the lands on the ſea- coaſt all lie on a declivity, 
yet the under ſtratum of the ſoil being either 
a ſtiff clay, or ſtrong terrace, ſo much water 


is retained from the frequent rains, occaſioned | 


1 the O00 as to chin the ſoll, 


These i ſeem to point out the : 
| neceſſity, in order to render Dominica a good 


ſugar country, of clearing the extenſive foreſts 
of trees in the interior parts of it. When 
this i is done, and not till then, will this iſland 


be diſtinguiſhed for the number of its ſugar 


plantations, and for the quantity of ſugar i it is 
ay n of e 


3 


ber are e two Basde colfie planta- 
| tions in Dominica; but the principal and moſt 

N productive of them belong to French proprie- | 
tors, who raiſe great quantities of coffee, which 

they diſpoſe of to the Engliſh merchants,” who 
export it to Europe. There are, however, 

„„ OE. 5 ſeveral 
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ſeveral valuable eſtates of that defeription hi 


longing to the Engliſh inhabitants of it ; and 


the coffee produced in this iſland is eſteemed 
| ſuperior to that of ade FOR” in the Welt 


7 77 1 


Indies. 


Ut is computed, that, one year with another, 
there are between four and five millions of 
pounds weight of that article produced, and 
exported annually from. this ifland- to Great 
Britain, where it fells from 4 I 58. to * La 
3 weight. 15 8 

The cultivation of cocoa is not mch at⸗ : 
| tended to by the Engliſh planters ; and the 
ſmall quantity which is exported, is chiefly | 
raiſed on the THEY by the F One * 
bitants. | 


%.. 


Indigo is manufactured on only two or three 


Engliſh eſtates in the iſtand ; but they have 
3 very much n that article, owing 


to 
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to too ie; rains, occafioned 87 5 the ex- 


tenſive woods. 


Cotton trees thrive extremely well in the 
land on the ſea-coaſts of Dominica, but the 


cultivation of them is, at preſent, wholly ne- 


glected; as is alſo that of ginger. The latter 
having been formerly planted in eſtates that | 
are nowabandoned, it grows there ſpontaneouſly, 


and in great luxuriance. 


Tze caſfa-fiſtul, and caſtor-oil nut ties, 


are both raiſed on ſome plantations, but very 


little of the produce of either is exported. 
| The caſſia- fiſtula was conſidered by the French 


as ſo valuable an article, that ſoon after they 


were in poſſeſſion of Dominica laſt war, an 


ordinance of the French King was proclaimed 


. t- 5 N 
in Roſeau, for every planter in the country to 


give in an account of the number of caſſia- 


fiſtula trees he had growing on his eſtate. 
G 4 . Tobacco 
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Tobacco grows in great perfection, but it 
is only cultivated by the negroes, who raiſe 


it in their gardens for their own ule. 


Dominica is, beyond diſpute; the moſt va- 


luable iſland belonging to Great Britain in that 
part of the world, for the vaſt quantities and 
excellency of the farinaceous fruits and roots 
of the Weſt Indies; 3 ſuch as plantains, bana- 
nas, manioc, or caſſada, yams, | ſweet ' pota- 


toes, cuſhcuſhes, tanias, eddoes, &c. &c. 
ſome of which are not to be found in the 


other iſlands, but which grow] ſpontaneouſly 
E in the woods of this. Among theſe are, the 
wild © yams, which grow there in great 
. abundance, and were the chief food of the 
1 runaway negroes for a number of years, till it | 
- became ene to reduce them. 


ww; 


Alſo Guinea corn, Indian corn, and rice, 
grow extremely. well in Dominica; the latter 


monly, which wings intreduced Gere by 


* * 
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the Sata refugees, flouriſhes in the moiſt, 
flat lands, and yields in great perfection. The 
large plantations there of plantains and bana- 


nas, exceed any thing of the kind i in the old 


iſfands; the inhabitants of which, are often 
obliged to have recourſe to this country for a 
| ſupply of thoſe fruits. | 
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CHAPTER vi. 


1 


> hat ** 7 7 7 n 
* 8 . 


NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF PARTICULAR WEST 


INDIA FRUITS WHICH GROW, IN THE ISLAND 3 ALSO 
OF EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN FRUITS, HERBS, VE+ 


GETABLES, AND. FLOWERS WITH - OBSERVATIONS | 


on THEIR PROPERTIES) — 


THE iſland of Dominica produces every 


ſpecies of fruit peculiar to the Weſt Indies; 
all which grow there in great perfection. The 
principal are, oranges, lemons, limes, citrons, 


I 


ſhaddocks, water lemons, granadillas, ſappa- 


dillas, pomegranates, alligator pears, moun- 
| tain pears, pine apples, roſe apples, ſtar ap- 
ples, fugar apples, cuſtard apples, mamma ap- 

ples, guayas, ſea-ſide grapes, cocoa nuts, conk ; 
nuts, e eee, caſhew » ng 5 
tamerinds. 


— 


The oranges in this iſland are of three ſorts, 


dhe China orange, the bergamot, and the 
Seville 


ISLAND OF DOMINICA, 87 


Seville orange. The firſt ſort is far ſuperior, 
in flavour and ſweetneſs, to any fruit 'of the 


kind to be had in England; the bergamot 


orange is ſmall, but it is a moſt delicious 


fruit; and the Seville orange is very ſervice- ' 


able. . The bloſſoms of their trees have a de- 


lighting fragrant ſmell, which is to be ſcented ” 


at a great diſtance ; FER the fruit, when 
ripe and ul on them, has a very pleaſing 


Sg 


The 1 and lime trees bear allo very 


aromatic, ſcenting bloſſoms ; ; and the fruit 


of both is in great abundance, large, and c 
of an excellent quality. Of theſe, the latter | 


| eſpecially, great quantities are often ſent in 
barrels to England and America; the neigh- 
bouring Engliſh iſlands are likewiſe often ſup- 


plied with them from this country, eſpecially 5 


thoſe of ene and Barbadoes. 
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The citrons are large, but are chiefly va- 
luable for their rinds, as with them are made 
the beſt kind of Feine : 


The ſhaddocks are of t two forts, the one 
white in the inſide, the other red ; they are a 


large fruit, ſome of them being as big as a ; 


good ſized muſk-melon; but the red ſort of 
them is moſt admired. The juice is con- 
tained in ſeparate diviſions of a thin, ſkin- like 
ſubſtance, as tranſparent as diamonds, and which 
have much the look of them, finely ſquared 
and poliſhed. It has a ſweet taſte, tinctured 
with a bitter, and When the fruit is ripe 


is very agreeable, and -reckoned a good ad- 
dition to a glaſs of Madeira wine after dinner. | 
The rinds of them. alſo make e good” lweet- 


meats. 


[4 


The watet lemon is a fine fruit, of the 


| ſhape and ſize of a dunghill fowl's egg. The 
rind of it: is of a bright yellow colour, the 


inſide : 


= 


ISLAND OF Dominica. >. BY 


inſide i is full of ſmall, flat ſeeds, covered with 
a juicy pulp, which has a very agreeable, 
muſto taſte. It grows on a vine, which bears 
a very beautiful bloſſom, very much reſem- 
| bling the paſſion flower; and the vine is much 
admired, becauſe it affords the moſt delightfub | 
ſhade when turned « over an arbour, . © 


The alli ; is ae larger s than | the | 
the largeſt ſized Liſbon lemon, and is an ex- 
cellent fruit. It alſo grows on a vine, which 
bears a delightful ſky-blue and yellow bloſſom, 
very fragrant, and of the ſame appearance as 
that of the water lemon, but much larger: 
The rind of the fruit i is alſo of a yellow co- 
Jour, but not ſo bright. as the other; and the 
inſide i is full of ſeeds covered with a juicy pulp, - 
but not of ſo muſky a taſte... The granadilla 
is much recommended to People in fevers, its 
juice being very cooling. The rind of it 
mixed with a little lime- juice, makes an ex- 
g tart, nearly equal to thoſe made with 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh rn ; a ſo very refreſhing is the 
ſcent of theſe fruits, that many people ſuffer 
them to decay on their fide-boards , for the fake 
of their agreeable tank, | 


The Appl is.of the ſize and make of a 
bergamot pear, its juice is of a gluey na- 
ture, and of a ſweet taſte. The tree which 
bears it reſembles a pear- tree, and its timber is 
yery ſerviceable for mln, or to ane cart 
| wheels of, 

The pomegranates in Dominica are not ſo 
| arge as thoſe brought to England from other 
countries; Z but they are ßeſty, ſweet, and 
good, when thoroughly ripe. They bear 2 
| delightful ſcarlet-coloured bloſſom which, in - 
fize and make, is very like the flowers called 
blue- bottles; ; and the ſkin, or ſhell of the 
| fruit, being boiled into a decoction, is given 
to mo afflicted with the flux. | 


— 


{ 


The 
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The alligator pear is of the ſhape of an 
Engliſh bell pear, but is much larger. There 
are two ſorts of this fruit, the one of a pur- 
ple-· coloured rind, the other of a pale green: 
the latter i is the largeſt, and moſt eſteemed. 
They are excellent fruit, and are greedily 
eaten by all kinds of animals; for even horſes, 
who are in general not fond of fruit, will 

eagerly eat them. This is the fruit which is Z 
called in the Weſt Indies Vegetable marrow,” 
from its rich melting taſte, and it 1s juſtly 
reckoned the beſt and mol mholeſore fruit of ö 
the country. 8 


Rr 


Some Nihon os 3 with alt and black | 
pepper, others with lime-juice and ſyrup, and 
ſome without either; but the generality of the 
French eat them with fiſh or fleſh, with which 
they are very reliſhing. The ſeed of the alli- 

gator pear, which is nearly one-third part of 
the fruit, and ſhakes within it when ripe, has . 


the Penner of. the inſide part of a horſe- 
. cheſnut, 
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china,” and Bü a very firm colour 5 for 


which reaſon it is. commonly uſed to mark 
linen with. This is done, by covering the 
ſeed with the cloth, and pricking out the letters 


with a pin; the j Juice filling up the punctures, 
tains the form of the letters ſo durably, that 
they are not to be waſhed out, . One 


_ he cloth, 


The mountain pear is found growing only 


on barren heights, or on the ſides of ſteep 
precipices; it grows on a tall, fluted-like 
| ſtalk, that has the appearance of a well- 
wrought, fluted, flender pillar, full of ſtrong, 


ſharp prickles. The fruit is of the ſize of a 


: pippin, its ſkin is of a beautiful crimſon co- 
lour; when this pear is cut open, it preſents | 


an innumerable quantity of fine black ſeeds, 


; which's are covered with a juicy pulp of the ame 
| colour as the ſkin, its taſte” is much like that. 
of a ſtrawberry; th which n name a fruit is 


ſometimes called. | aces | 
= VV 
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. Pine apples grow in Dominica to a great 
ſize, and are in general very juicy, but they 
are not ſo good as in moſt other iſlands, owing 
to the too great moiſture of the ground, which 
makes them grow too luxuriant and watry. 
Pine apples ſliced, covered with brown ſugar, 
| and left ſome time to drain out their juice, 
make an excellent drink, after. being ſtrained, 

and ſet by for a time in bottles. | 


| The roſe apple is chiefly eſteemed for its 
fine ſcent, which reſembles that of the flower 
after which it is called. It is, however, eat 
by many, but is reckoned unwholeſome ; be- 
ing put up with linen, it gives it an agree- 
able Ons: e to that of ne, | 


The ſtar Ae ſo called FO the bloſſoms . 
of the tree which bears it, reſembling a ſtar, 
is a fine fruit, of the ſize and ſhape of a large 
plumb, of a purple colour and its juice is of 
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an agreeably feet taſte, and: of - a luer 6 
nature. 


The int is a fingular fruit, about 
the fize of a middling-ſized Engliſh apple, 
but in appearance differs from any fruit of 
that name, as it does alſo in quality. The 
rind of it is croſſed in diviſions, the ſhape | 
of diamonds in a card, which are conſiderably 
raiſed above the furrows between each, and 
ſtand in regular rows. The outſide is of a 
pale green colour, the inſide has a great num - 
ber of hard, black ſeeds, which are nearly as 
big as peas, and are covered with a moiſt, | 
gritty pulp, which has the taſte of ſugar 3 
and it is reckoned 8 wholeſome. 5 
The cultunt apple is of a this fame na- 
ture with the former, only the ſkin of it is 
| ſmooth, of a ruſt colour, and the inſide pulp 
leſs gritty, reſembling in taſte : 2 cuſtard, after 


which it is e 
The 
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The mamma apple i is a large fruit, of the 
4 f12e in general of a middling-fized muſk melon, 
but ſome are much ſmaller. The rind of it is 

thick, ſtrong, and has the appearance of lea- 
ther; the inſide has three large nuts, or ker- 
; nels, which are covered with a thick ſub- 


ſtance, of the colour of a carrot, very juicy, 


and in taſte much reſembling that of a peach. 


It is a delicious fruit when ripe, but is : 


reckoned to be unwholeſome, from its indi- 


| geſtive quality, yet they make tarts of it. The ; 
timber of the tree which bears the mamma 


| apple i is a very beautiful wood, e and is 
uſed for furniture. + 


e are of 4 ſorts, the white, the 
red, and the yellow guava; the firſt is the 
largeſt and moſt eſteemed, but they are all very 


good. The white fort grows in general as 


4 large as a good-ſized apple, the red rather 
ſmaller, and the yellow about the ſtze of a 


golden pippin, which they alſo much reſemble.” 


The 
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The outſide of theſe fruits is much like that 
of an apple, eſpecially when half ripe, when 
they are uſed to make puddings or tarts of, 
which they make equal to an Engliſh apple, 
and are by many preferred. The inſide of 
them is full of ſmall, hard, and indigeſtible 
ſeeds, that are taken out when prepared for 
poaſtry, or for jelly; vhich latter they make 
in Swat de and e any Pg. 


The i ar 4s of the ſhrub kind, but 
ſome of 'them grow tolerably large and lofty, 
eſpecially thoſe which bear the white guavas. 
Their timber and branches are very ſervice- 
able; and being durable, and of a ſupple 
nature, are uſed for making bows for cattle 

yokes, knees for canoes, or boats, baſkets, 

&c. Theſe trees have a ſingular property in 
- Sm, as they are to be {cen bearing ripe fruit, 
fruit juſt left by the bloſſoms, and bloſſoms 
in full bloom , all growing on the fame branch. 

CL a ba The 


> 
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The bloſſoms cloſe during the night, but being 

touched with the hand, or receiving the heat 

of the ſun in the morning, they expand, dif- 
fuſing the moſt delightful, fragrant ſcent. 


| The ſea-fide grapes are of the ſize of other 
grapes, but are the produce of a large ſpread- 
ing tree, Which bears them in ſmall cluſters. 
They have only one ſeed, which is nearly as 
5 large as the fruit, by which it is covered very 
| thinly ; have a very agreeable taſte, but are of 
F ̃ nf tf 
The cocoa nut is ſo well known, as to need 
no deſeription; but they are not in ſuch great 
T plenty in Dominica, as in many other iſlands, 
__ owing to the little pains taken to plant them. 


The conk nut is rather larger than a walnut, 
but grows from a vine, the bloſſoms of which 
are much like thoſe of the water lemon. It 

has a thick, ſtrong ſhell, full of ſeeds, like 

e „„ . 
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the water lemon, but the j Juice. of it is not ſo 
ſweet, ; 


The fourſop is a fine fruit, large, and much 


of the ſhape of an heart. When unripe, it 


is of a brown colour, and its ſkin is covered 


with raiſed points like prickles, but they are 
not ſharp. When ripe, it is of a fine green co- 
| Jour, the points fall off, and the ſkin is quite 
ſmooth. It is a very wholeſome fruit, in taſte 


reſembling fine cotton dipped i in ſyrup, with a 
little tincture of acid, of a very agreeable muſky 


| flavour, and much eee in fevers. 35 


[ 


The fruit and the leaves of the ds "TOUR 


N very ſingular quality in them, for the fruit 
will rot on the ground without the leaſt viſible © 
appearance of worms, although moſt animals 


and birds are very fond of it; and the leaves 
being ſcattered in a room infeſted with fleas, 
ſoon clears it of thoſe troubleſome gueſts, by 
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the ſtrength of the ſmell of the leayes, which, Fg 


however, is very pleaſant, 


The papaw apples grow in cluſters on 
| ſtalks, but each of them, when full-grown, 
is larger than the largeſt-ſized Engliſh apple, 
ſome nearly as large as a good-ſized muſk 
melon, and have nearly the ſame look. When 
half-ripe, they are uſed as a vegetable, and 
boiled, are 2 good ſubſtitute for turnips; when 

OILY they are a great antidote to worms, 


have a We, . like pepper, a 
good in that diſorder, 


The bloſſoms of the papaw tree are of a 
beautiful white and yellow colour, have a very 
odoriferous ſcent, and with the ſtalks are 
made pickles and preſerves of. The juice of 
| the apples, which, when they are unripe, is 
| he: thick milk, has the peculiar quality of 
H2 .- ne | 
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making 1 tough meat tender, by being rubbed 


Over _ it. 


The caſhew apples grow of different forms, 


| "ROT and colours, ſome being ſhaped like a 


quince, and of the fame colour, ſome longer, 


more round, leſs, and of a purple colour, 


and others of both colours; but all have 


> the ſame aſtringent quality as the quince. 


Theſe apples have each a nut, which grows 
out in the middle of their tops, and is of the 
ſhape of a kidney; the ſhell of which nut 


contains an oil of a corroſive quality that will 


conſume iron; and being rubbed on the ſkin 
of a perſon, it will cauſe it to bliſter, as if 


B burnt or ſcalded. The apple is uſually roaſted, 


the juice preſſed out, and put hot into punch, 


to which it gives a very fine flavour. The nut 
is alſo roaſted, and the kernel of it is eſteemed . 


preferable to that of any other nut whatever. 
Of theſe nuts, quantities are often ſent from 


this iſland to * as ee 5 
„ 
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The tamarind trees grow here in great per- 
fection, and the fruit of them is excellent, 
being much uſed in medicine, for which pur- 
poſe they are very valuable, and the tunber of 
the trees is e ſerviceable. 


5 Engliſh and 8 apple trees grow well 
in Dominica, and ſeveral of them are on dif- 
ferent plantations in the iſland; particularly on 
thoſe of Alexander Stewart, Eſq. William 
Urban Buee, merchant, and on ſome French 
eſtates, where the trees bear a Juicy, well- 


flavoured pls. 


1 3 „ raſberries, and ſeveral 
other European and American fruits grow here 
in great perfection; proving, beyond a doubt, 
that was a proper attention to be paid to the 
further ſettlement of this iſland, there is 
hardly any deſcription of foreign fruits but | 
what would flouriſh in this country. | 


Hz ts The 
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The gürdens produce the black and green 
rhuſcadine grapes, figs, muſk" melons, was 
ter melons, | cucumbers,” gourds, pom 
pions, Engliſh, Ameritan, and Weſt India 
beans and peas, cabbages, carrots, turnips; 
2 lettuces, radiſhes, horſe-radiſh, aſ- 
Paragüs, artichokes, ſpinage, celery, Onions, 
- eſchallots, thyme, Gage, mint, rue, balm,. 
parſley, and all ſorts of vegetables and herbs, 
all which grow in this. n in Tn pers 
fection. Fo | 


The flowers are, roſes, tuberoſes, pinks, jeſ- 
ſamines, and ſeveral other ſorts peculiar to the 
iſland; which latter grow ſpontaneouſly; ſome | 
are very curious, and moſt of them have a 
very bdoriferous ſinell. 


| Theſenfitive plant grows there Sia; 5 
and 5 in great abundance ; alſo the ipecacuapha, 
and the latter is often fatal to horſes, cattle, 
| and WP, who chance t to bite of it in feed- | 

| | ing 3 
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| ing ; for which reaſon it is neceſſary to eradi- 
cate it as much as poſſible out of the paſtures. 
This plant bears very beautiful, ſcarlet and 
yellow flowers, which, with the leaves, are 
put into boiling water, and given as an eme- 
tic 3 but, without great experience, this me- 
thod of uſing them is dangerous, and has 
proved fatal to many, who imprudently took _ 
too great a quantity of the infuſion; for which 
| reaſon great care ſhould be taken in uſing it. | 
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CHAPTER VII. 


CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE TRADE OF THE 
ISLAND, PREVIOUS TO. THE REDUCTION THEREOF 
BY THE FRENCH LAST WAR, WITH A RELATION 
- OF THAT CIRCUMSTANCE 3 TOGETHER WITH THE 
_ ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION BY WHICH IT SUR-" 
RENDERED. 


| DURING the FO of the laſt for? years, 
prior to the breaking out of the diſturbances i in 
North America, the iſland of Dominica was 
in a very flouriſhing ſituation. The port of 
| Roſeau, which was then a free port, was re- 


ſorted to by traders from moſt of the foreign 


Weſt India iſlands, as well as from "ag | 


and N orth America. 
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The F = and Spaniards purchaſed in 5 


; this iſland great numbers of negroes for the 
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ſupply of their ſettlements , together with 


great quantities of merchandize of the manu- 
| | facture 
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factures of Great Britain. Theſe they paid 
for in gold and ſilver, or gave in exchange 
Muſcovada and clayed ſugar, coffee, cotton, 
gums, ſpices, ivory, mahogany, and dying- 
woods, the produce of their iſlands; all of 
- which articles were exported to Great Britain 
in Engliſh bottoms ; and thereby were pro- 
ductive of great advantages to the trade and 

navigation of the mother country. 


The Americans imported thither lumber, 
boards, ſhingles, wood-hoops, {taves, tobacco, 
flour, rice, falt-fiſh, horſes, cattle, ſheep, - 
| hogs, and feathered ſtock, the produce of 
North America. Theſe were neceſſary arti- 
cles for the new ſettlers, who paid for them in 
rum and molaſſes; or ſuch other produce of 
the iſland as was at that time permitted to be 

exported in American veſſels from the Britiſh, | 
Weſt Indies, | 
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The merchants of Dominica were then nu- 


merous, and were enabled to make regular 


yearly remittances, of confiderable value, to 
their correfporidents in England; and the 
n of the country were furniſhed witlr 
the means of carrying on the ſettlement of their 
| Fn with vigour. | 


| Soon after the commencement of hoſtilities 
in America, and directly on the adoption of 
meaſures by the Americans by way of reprifal, 
the trade of Dominica to and with America 
was finally ended, and drew with, it the loſs. 
of that, with the foreign Weſt India iſlands. 


This total ruin of trade was attended with 
ſerious conſequences, fatal to the welfare of 
this iſland in particular, as being then only in 
a flate of infancy with reſpect to its ſettle- 
ment; and it has never ſince been able to re- 
cover its former flouriſhing fituation : for the 
merchants, tradeſmen, and others, having no 
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fale tas their commodities, or work in their 
line of buſineſs, withdrew themſelves to places 
| where trade and commerce were more briſk ; 
and the planters, from being deprived of the 
means of furniſhing themſelves with ſuch arti- 
cles as were immediately neceſſary for their 


new eſtates, were driven to abandon, or to 


W the further eee of them. 


In this dephcrnbly rate was the iſland of 
Dominica when it fell into the hands of the 


French on the 7th day of September, 1778. 


Some months previous to this calamitous 


event his Excellency, Thomas Shirley, Eſq. ; 
then Commander in chief of the iſland, know- : 
ing the defenceleſs ſtate it was in, and being 
apprehenſive it would be attacked, in caſe of a 
rupture with France, which was then threat- | 


ened, employed a number of men for the 
defence of fort Caſhacrou ; diſtributed the 


few ſoldiers then in garriſon into ſuch places as 
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were thought neceſſary, and took every precau- 
| os pcm to prevent a ſudden attack, 


Fort an at that time the chief place = 
of defence in the iſland, is ſituated on a rock of 
about three hundred feet perpendicular, and is 
ſurrounded on three ſides by the ſea, being 
Joined to the main land by only a narrow neck of 


land, which renders it ſo very defenſible, that 


if well provided, a few men might keep it 
againſt as many thouſands. | 


This meaſure, therefore, of Governor Shir- 
9 ey who guarded this fort, reflects great credit 

; upon him; and the conſequences which hap- 
pened ſoon after he quitted that government, 


from not purſuing his ane is a n m_ | 0 


A hisabilltice. 5 . 


Ai three * before thei d a r= 
port prevailing that hoſtilities between Eng- 


land and France were «Qually commenced in 
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Europe, ſome attempts were made to put the 


iſland into a poſture of defence. The ſoldiers, 
of whom there were only ninety-four, incluſive 
of officers, were ſtationed at the forts in and 
above Roſeau, and a few of them at Caſha- 
crou ; the militia mounted guard in that town, 
and patrolled the ſtreets: every night till day- 


light, and every. ſep, that ſeemed — 


was taken 90 prevent a ſurprize. 


dine ah Aeg of: Bids, that 


year, was the day of meeting for the militia 
to perform their exerciſe in the field; and it 
Was remarked, that they went through their 
evolutions with a degree of celerity, neatly 
| _—_ to * —_ E 


a the ſpeRtators in the feld on > 


occaſion, were ſeveral French ftrangers from 


the iſland of Martinique, and among them was 
an officer of that nation of the name of Ga- 
brouſe, who was afterwards harbour-maſter 
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4 of the port of Roſeau. Theſe ſtrangers were | 
in quality of viſitants to ſome of their ac. 
quaintances in the iſland ; but their buſineſs . 
was, in fact, to tee what ſtate the place was 
in, and to engage the non-refiſtance of the 


French inhabitants againſt the then meditated | 


attack, as it appeared afterwards by the public 
| boaſt of the ſaid Gabrouſe. However, in 
_ conſequence of ſome intimation to the Lieu 
tenant-governor, that officer was taken up as 1 
a fpy ; but after a flight examination he was | 
ſuffered to depart ; and the report of his being 
in that capacity was 1 n unmerited 
contempt. e Hor 


It eee while remarking in this place, 
that there ſeems to have been a degree of fa- 
_wlity attending this ifland at that particular 
period, as, excluſive of the men placed by 7 
- Governor, Shirley at fort Caſhacrou, being diſs 8 

charged from that ſervice ſoon after his depar- ; 


ture for England, ſome months before the in- 
vaſion, 
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vaſion, every method was taken that could 
be thought of to guard againſt that event: 


| and it was the determination of the Engliſh 
inhabitants, that ſhould the iſland fall into 


the hands of the enemy, it ſhould not be 


owing to their want of attention, or n 


vours to prevent it. 


| hy it fo happened, and probably for wiſe 
purpoſes | of Providence, as there is hardly 2 


doubt but that the lives of many by that means 
were preſerved, which would 6therwiſe have 
been loſt in the defence they certainly would 


have made, had they had timely notice to pre- 


mas for o oppoſing the invading enemy. 


| "Thi negſeet of theirs was 1 ſo very 
conſpicuous as on the laſt two days before 
the attack; for On the preceding Satur day, 


moſt of them were that evening at a public 
| 7 | 


comedy acted in Roſeau; and on Sunday even- 
ing, when the militia guard were compoſed 
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112 THE HISTORY OF TAE 
of the chief civil officers and principal inha- 
bitants, -who turned out volunteers in that 
1 ſervice; being unuſed to the hardſhips at- 
tending patrolling the ſtreets all night, and 
watching to give notice of approaching dan- 
ger, they preferred the more inviting enjoy- 
ments of diverſions and good cheer in the 
guard- room; where, overcome by theſe amuſe- 
ments, between two' and three o'clock in the 
morning they all retired to their on homes, 
mn of further en for 


> 
i 


Thie f fame evening, dente — French 5 
inhabitants found means to inſinuate themſelves 


. into Caſhacrou fort, where they contrived to 
make the few. ſoldiers there on duty intoxicated 5 
with liquor, and afterwards filled up the touch- 
holes of the cannon with ſand; ſo that when it 
Was ſtormed by the French the next morning it 
vas eaſily taken, and two of the Engliſh foldiers | 
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7514 dearly, the conſequence of their great 

imprudence, by the loſs of their lives; being 

drxiven, with fixed bayonets, over the ramparts 

of the fort, and dathed to pieces by the rocks 
at the foot of it. | R 


and. four o'clock in the morning of Monday, 


the ſeventh of September that year; but they 
Had intended to have made their invaſion much 


earlier, having ſet out on the expedition from 


Martinique between the fame hours the pre- 


ceding evening, but were detained by calm 
weather in the channel between the two 


. 
0 
; 1ſlands 
9 
a2 1 At * . 
i j * 


i 


This was a very providential event for the 


Engliſh inhabitants of Dominica, as there is 
every reaſon. to believe, that had the attack 
been made an hour ſooner than it was, many 
of them would have been maſſacred in their 


beds; if not . the French ſoldiers, there 
1 . was 
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114 THE HISTORY OF THE 
was every probability to apprehend it would 
have been done by a lawleſs banditti, com- 
poſed of renegado white men, negros, mu- 
lattos, and the outcaſts of ſociety from ſeve- 
ral French and other foreign iſlands ; who, 
'F with large knives and piſtols ſtuck in their 
belts, were prepared for the perpetration of 
every ſpecies of rapine, barbarity, and mur- 
der. Theſe wretches, upwards of one thou 
ſand in number, were obliged to be ſatisfied 
for their failure of plunder on this occaſion, 
by a contribution laid on thie inhabitants by = 
the Marquis de Bouille, of four thouſand 
four hundred pounds current money, which 
was diſtributed among them a few days after 
| he ſurrender of the iſland. 


3 wee is hpi Ca. 
ſhacrou fort, in the manner before noticed, 
the major part of their forces being ſtill at ſed, 
_ thoſe that were landed either judging it imprit- 
dent to advance to Nanu, or being fai fe N 

; | with | 
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with their then ſucceſs, they fred off two 
guns from that fort, and let off ſeveral ſky- 
rockets, as ſignals to their friends, This was 
| likewiſe the firſt notice the inhabitants had 
of the attack, which was immediately an- 
nounced, by firing an alarm gun, and 2 

0 arms in che town. | 


This "was 46 de Gra, viſibly, the moſt 
poignant» diſtteſs: the helpleſs women and 
children running, ſhricking anderying through 
the ſtreets ; ſome of the women with their in- 
fants in their arms, others with ſuch things 
of value as they could carry; the negroes ter- 
: rified, running here and there, all was, fora 
time, confuſion, hurry, dread, and difnay, 
none knowing cn to 1 for _ from oy 


$3 


W „ 
; . ' 31 Ke 1 


The Abuatioi of the white women and cer 
children was, at that time particularly, pi- 
tiabl: ; for, deprived of the protection of their 
| V | huſbands 
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huſbands and fathers, who were obliged to 
leave them to go into the forts in defence of 
the country, they were left to the mercy and 
care of their flaves, to wade through rapid 
rivers, expoſed to the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, which happened then to be rainy; and 
in their way to a place of ſafety, encoun- 
tering ſuch difficulties as were hard to be en- 
dured by the fex. Their diſtreſſes were truly ; 
affecting, ſeveral of them died a ſhort. time 
after, from the ien, "FE that as 

through. 


* „ 


The malt in the town and ſuburbs f 
Roſeau were ſoon in the field, to the number 
of not more than a hundred in the whole; | 
few of the French inhabitants aſſembling at 
the firſt, and thoſe that made their appearance 5 
ſoon after withdrew themſelves, and were no b 
more ſeen, till after the iſland was ſurrendered. 
: The militia were diſtributed among the dif- 
bereut RIO: in and above the towng. where, 

ent d © > ke. Wich 


8 
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with the affiſtance of the few ſoldiers, ſome . 
of whom were of the artillery, they greatly | 


incommoded the enemy while landing at point 
Michael, by firing from all | the batteries which 


. occupied. 2 RR | {Hz 


| Ebel were, however, in a very bad ſtate ; 
the gun-carriages were all rotten, fo that after 


two or three diſcharges the wheels were broken 


to pieces. The cannon. in Melville's battery 
eſpecially, where the moſt execution was done, 
being in that ſituation, were afterwards obliged 


to be laid on the parapets, there loaded, and 
fired off. Beſides, in this fort they were 


obliged t to load the cannon with looſe powder, 
there being none of it made up into cartridges; ; 
and the cartridges that were uſed there were 
fetched by the militia from fort Young, which 


is upwards of half a mile diſtant from the 


| other. Nevertheleſs, what with' the firing 
from this fort, and from two feld pieces on a 


22 of land juſt under it, the French troops 
” Eo, „%  _ 
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to Anek Roca, and upwards fory of 


| thaw. were n 


i About 5 the Lun morning, the whole 
of the enemy were landed „and puſhed on their 


march for the town; when, having taken 
poſſeſſion of the fort at Loubiere, which is 


adjoining thereto, they made ſeveral attempt 
to enter Roſeau, but were as often driven 
back, by the very heavy firing. then age up 


from all the batteries. + retro FO TER 


Three times they were driven out of the 
fort at Loubiere, and twice when their colours 


were hoiſted therein, the flag-ſtaves were ſhat- 


tered to pieces by the balls from Melville's bat- 


tery: their Commiſſary =general was | killed 


4 there, and the Marquis de Bouille very nar- 


rowly eſcaped thariog the fame fate, by the 


pieces of the aur res, which tore r the 
cCouteau f from his fide. 


This 
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4 


| This ſevere cannonading ſo greatly intimi- 
dated the F rench, that they evacuated the fort 
they had taken with much precipitation, and | 
retreated to the fide of a hill Juſt oppoſite to it, 
out of the line. of fire. There they remained 
a conſiderable time, as if to meditate on ſome 
other mode of attack; but ſhortly after, 
about two thouſand of them gained poſſeſſion 
by of the heights above Roſeau, 5 where they | 
ſeemed to wait the coming on of night, to 
make their further a 


This laſt circumſtance determined the fat 
of the iſland; as the Licutenant- governor, 
ſcein g the danger to which the ſmall force. he 
had would inevitably be expoſed by a further 
refiſtance, he, with the advice of his Privy- 
council, then aſſembled a at the Government- 
| houſe, ſent out a Flag of Truce to the Mar- 
quis de Bouille, with offers to urrender the 
iſland by capitulation. FCC 
Lie This 


4 
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| This offer was realy. accepted, and the 
Marquis, under protection of the. Truce, came 
with it to the Government-houſe, i in order to 
: grant his terms, and to fign his part of the 
Articles of Capitulation. While this was 
doing, the firing from the batteries ceaſed, 
which gare two French frigates an oppor- 
tunity of coming abreaſt of Roſeau ; when 
the Commanders of them, it is probable, not 
knowing that the iſland had ſurrendered, ſeeing 
the Engliſh colours ſtill flying, with thoſe of 
the F rench under them on the ſame ſtaff, they 
fired ſome broadlides into the town. 5 


* 9 
: f 


This anexpeted ſitute ee the 1 = 
Fit,” they immediately returned it with a 
forty- two pound cannon- ball, which, how- 
ever, fell wide of its mark, the gun, in the 
| hurry they were in to ſhew their reſentment ö 
at ſo flagrant a breach, as they ſuppoſed, of 
the Truce, being ill-pointed. This the mi- | 


litia were __ ready t to reRify, by pointing 
1 | another 
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another gun of the ſame metal point blank 
on one of the frigates, to which it would, 
doubtleſs, have done conſiderable damage; ; 
but juſt as the match was going to be put to 
the touch- hole, the Marquis, with the Lieu- 
tenant - governor, came running into the fort, 
and begged them to deſiſt; at the fame time, 
hailing the frigates from the ramparts, ac- 
quainted their Commanders with the NEO 
of the place 
5 | Matters being thus accommodated, ia two 
| Commanders in Chief returned to the Go- 
vernment-houle, where the Articles of Capi- 


5 tulation being ready, were, by both of them, 
duly ſigned and concluded. This bein g done, 
the Marquis returned to his troops; and ſoon 
after marched them into Roſeau, thereby 
taking poſſeſſion of the country for his nes 
Chriſtian e a 


It 
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It is s worth, while noticing here, the cere - 
monies uſed on this occaſion, as it is to be | 
| hoped top may never again happen i in Do- 
minica. The French troops marched i into the | 
town in moſt regular and ſolemn. order, the | 
drums beating a flow march, and the French | 
ſoldiers, with {mall boughs | and flowers in 
their hats by way of laurels, with aſſumed | 
fierce countenances as they came by our ſmall | 
force, ſeemed to threaten it with inſtant. dif- ; 

' ſolution. The En gliſh ſoldiers and TER 
tants, with two field pieces in their front, and 
lighted matches, their muſkets grounded, and | 


ſtanding i in two diviſions, the regulars on the 2 


right, the militia on the left. Te he latter 0 
were permitted to take up their arms, and to 
retire with them to their houſes, amidſt an 
almoſt lawleſs troop. of ruffians, by whom x 
| they had to paſs ; and who, with curſes and 
reproaches for being diſappointed of plunder- 
ing and murdering the inhabitants, ſtill threat- 
encd them, if they were not ſatisfied. The | 
by Engliſh 
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Engliſh ſoldiers left their arms grounded, and 
reticed to a place appointed for them by the 
| Lieutenant-governor z and the next day were 
| ſent off the iſland, agreeably to the Articles of 
Capitulation, which are as follows: 


ARTICLES OF. CAPITULATION, 


1 the Marquis de Bouille, General of 


the Windward Weſt India Iſlands, belonging | 


to his moſt Chriftian Majeſty, and Governor 
Stuart, Commander in Chief, and the In- 


 habitants of the Iſland of Dominica, Gelong- 5 


_ ing 7 Gar en 2 e, 


5 . ARTICLE L 1 
Or ve the Governor, chief officers, 
: officers of the troops, and ſoldiers, ſhall go 


out with one mortar, two braſs field pieces, 
and ten charges for each piece, with ums, Z 


baggage, wy all the hogours of war, 
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2 Granted, that the garriſon go out with all 
| _ the honours of war; but afterwards to ground 
their arms, except ons officers. 


ARTICLE A. 


That the regular troops, condiſting of fix. 
officers and ninety-four men, including non- 
commiſſioned officers, ſoldiers, and. cannoniers 5 
be tranſported to England, by the ſhorteſt 


route, in a good veſſel, with victuals for the 


voyage, or remain here on their parole. . 


ee on condition i 550 ſerve not 


againſt the King of France till they are ex- 


changed ; the officers to remain here on their 


| ple but not the wee 


ARTICLE III. 


That the officers and others ſhalt have 
5 liberty to take with them their wives and 
1 5 children to the 2 iſlands by the ſhorteſt | 
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route; and that they ſhall be provided with 
a good veſſel, and victuals for the _—_ 


| Granted. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


| The inhabitants of the iſland ſhall retire 
from their poſts with all the honours of war, 
lat is to fay, with two braſs field pieces, 
| their arms and baggage, colours hing, drums 
19 and 8 no match. 


ARTICLE V. 


The inhabitants of the iland ſhall retain 
their civil government, laws, cuſtoms, and 
ordinances ; juſtice ſhall be adminiſtered by the 
dame perſons who are now in actual charge 
thereof: and as to what regards the interior po- 

licy of the iſland, it is to be arranged between 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Governor and 
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the inhabitants : and in caſe the iſland man be 
ceded to the King of France at the peace, the 
inhabitants ſhall have their choice, to keep 
their own political government, or to accept 
that eſtabliſhed in 9 and the other 
F 1 855 iſlands, | 


ARTICLE Vi. 


The inhabitants and their lbs Wie 
dal be maintained in the poſſeſſion of their 
eſtates, enjoy their poſſeſſions, moveable and 
immoveable, of what nature ſoever they may 
"i they ſhall be maintained and conſerved | 

in their privileges, rights, honours, and ex- 


emptions; and the free dende and mulattos 
2 their liberties. 2M | 


- ” 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VI 


They ſhall pay no other duties to his moſt | 


Chriſtian Majeſty, than what they paid to his 
Britannic Majeſty, nor other duties or impoſts. 
The expences for adminiſtration of juſtice, the 
ſalaries of miniſters, and other ordinary ex- 
pences, to be paid out of the revenues of his 


moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, is during the . 


ment uf dis Brivilinic Mije | 


1 En en e 
for the liberty of exporting their produce, muſt 
pay the office of the Domains the ſame duties 
that the inhabitants pay in the French iſlands, 
or in Europe; but the Expences for admi- 


niſtration of eee, are to be ogra by the 


wg 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VI 


The FT baggage, dive; and 10 ; 
other things made prizes of during the attack 
of the iſland, ſhall be reſtored. 


Camel, they ſhall be ail reſtored. 


. ARTICLE I. 5 8 
The inhabitants who are EN or 5 . 


in the ſervice of his Britannic Majeſty, ſhall 


be maintained in their poſſeſſions, and enjoy 


their goods, by virtue of their proper attor- 


_ Granted. 


ARTICLE *. 


The inhabitants ſhall not be obli 5 to ous 
niſh lodgings, or any other matters, for the 
troops, nor ſlaves to work on the fortifications, | 


There 


% 


There are caſes of neceſſity that will admit 


of no exceptions ; but in common caſes the 
troops ſhall be lodged at the expence of the 


King, in the houſes 10 belong to him. fe 


ARTICLE XI. 


The ſhi ps, brigs, ſchooners, and other veſ- 


ſels, belonging to the inhabitants of the iſland, 
_ ſhall RING the oy of their owners, 


Granted; but Engliſh 5 4 8 


ſhall be delivered. up with INE to the 


King 5 navy. 


a 
4 
: 


ARTICLE XII. 


The widows and other inhabitants, who, by 


geknel, abſence, or other obſtacles, are pre- = 


vented from ſigning the Capitulation at pre- 


* ſont, ſhall Have a limited time allowed them 
for doing 8 the fame. 


Ge „ 
eee ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XIII. 


at he inhabitants and merchants of 4 


iſland, who are comprized in this preſent 


Capitulation, ſhall enjoy all the privileges of 
commerce, on the fame conditions as are al- 


Granted. 


lowed to the ſubjects of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty in all his dominions. PT 


"” 


ARTICLE XIV. 


The inhabitants ſhall enjoy their lien, 
and their miniſters ſhall enjoy their cures. | 


| Granted . 


ARTICLE Xv. 


The inhabitants ſhall obſerve a ſuiet neu- 


trality, and ſhall not de forced to take up arms 


againſt his Britannic Majeiy, « nor r again! any 


biber power, | „ 
Embed; 
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© Granted ; but the F rench- born ſubjects 


hall be at liberty to ſerve the King of France 
and in caſe Dominica ſhould return to the 


power of England, thoſe who do not chuſe 


to ſerve, ſhall not be pooling by the F rench 
5 govern ment. 


* 


ARTICLE XVI. 


- 


All the priſoners taken during the attack of | 


the iſland ſhall be reſtored. 
| | Granted, 5 N 5 


4 ip 


ARTICLE XVI. 


The merchants of the iſland may receive 5 
any veſſels, that ſhall be addreſſed. to them, 
from any part of the world, without being 


liable to confiſcation, —diſpoſe of their mer- 


chandize, and carry on their commerce; and 
the port ſhall be free for that purpoſe, they 
paying the ordinary duties paid in the F rench 


iſlands, 
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| Granted, till the 1 En _ veſlels hy 
_ 1 ; 


ARTICLE XVI. | 


The inhabitants thall keep their arms. 


Granted, on 6 that they Gels not 
| 8 gd the King of F rance. 


army 10 L E XI. 
That none other, except the actual reſi- 9 
dents of the iſland, ſhall be poſſeſſed of houſes 
or lands, by purchaſe, or otherwiſe, till the 
peace; but after the peace, in caſe the iſland 
ſhall be ceded to the King of F rance, ſuch inha- 5 
bitants : as do not ehuſe to live under the French 
government, ſhall be at | liberty to diſpoſe of 
their poſſeſſions and goods,; moveable and im- 
| moveable, to whom they pleaſe, and to retire 
where they think proper; 38 for which pur - 
poſe they ſhall bes reaſonable time allowed 


them. RE 
j 2 5 5 * » : 

x 8 3 fs = $I Cy "| 

| Granted, 535535 . . 5 

4-7 K a. - 1 2 4 
* ARTICLE 
* XA. * 
ts . Ss, A 


ARTICLE "__- 


The inhabitants of the iſland may ſend their 


children to England to receive their education, 


to return hither, and to be ſupplied with ne- 
Ceſſaries during their ſtay in England, 


Gran ted, 


Pd 


ARK TTC. XXI. 


The inhabitants may diſpoſe of their goods 


and e to whom OY think n 5 
Granted. 


ARTICLE XXII. 


Thus ts Court of Chancery ſhall be held 


by the Members of the Council, in the ſame 
form it is at preſent ; and that appeals from 


the ſaid Court ſhall be made of courſe in 


Kane in the lame manner as o heretofore, - 


; Granted, 
Oran 


. 


% ARTICLE 
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134 THE HISTORY OF THERE 
"ART FCL'E xi. 
- That the wives of the officers and others, 


on leaving the iſland, may retire with their 


| effects, and a number of domeſtics ſuitable to 


their rank. 

Granted. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

The perſons belonging to privateers, and 
thoſe who have no property in the iſland, who 
do not chuſe to remain in it, ſhall have a veſſel 
to carry them to the Engliſh iſlands, and be 
furniſhed with proviſions for the voyage. 


SGranted, during the 1 pace of fix weeks. 


AR TIL 


DEMANDED ur THE Fuse net. 


* N 
f 


"There ſhall be delivered up w the at | 


-of the Naeh troops, an the artillery and 
| 2 other : 


8 | ISLAND oF DOMINICA. 135 
other effects in the colony, belonging to the 
King of England; all the batteries on the 
coaſts ſhall be reſtored to the ſame ſtate they 
were in before the attack of the iſland all the 


ſmall arms, which belong to the King of 


England, ſhall be reſtored, except thoſe of 


the officers and militia; no powder ſhall be : 


taken from the magazines z ; they ſhall be de- 
livered into the hands of ſuch perſons as ſhall 
be appointed by the Marquis de Bouille. 


' Granted, by Governor Stuart ; the Preced- 
ing Articles being granted by the Marquis de 
Bouille. | 


ARTICLE XVI 


DMA DED BY THE FRENCH GENERAL. 


"The. magazines wp proviſions, and other 7 
effects, belonging to the King of England, = 
ſhall be delivered up to the Commiſſary em- - 


| BE in che colony. | 


| Granted by Governor Stuart. 


„„ ARTICLE 
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| AR TICLE: XXVI, 
OTHER ARTICLE DEMANDED BY THE. 


FRENCH GENERAL. 


\Goverapr Stuart ſhall deliver up > to-morrow, 


the 8th of September, 1778, the poſts at 


Prince Rupert's Bay, after the Capitulation is - 
ſigned. Fort Young ſhall be delivered directly 


into the hands of the firſt company of gre- 


nadiers; the forts and batteries of the town 
ſhall be delivered up at the ſame time, and all 


other fortreſſes of the colony, | as ſoon as it 


poſſibly can be done. : 


Granted by Governor Stuart 


We the Governor- -general of the B ack 0 


Windward iſlands in America, for his moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty the King of France; and 


the Lieutenant- governor and Commander W- 


Chicf of Dominica, for his Britannic Majeſty, | 


. My Rang of bv, do any theſe Articles, 


55 of - 
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of Capitulation i in twenty-ſeven Articles as 


above, and oblige ourſelves ny, to | 
abide by the ſame. 


Done i in two parts at Roſeau, Desde 
Si gned and ſealed with our ſeals at arms; 
and countetſigned by our Secretaries, Z 
this Tu day of Coppa, 1778, - 


(Signed) | ke: / 

Die Bouillt and William Stuart. 

F And underneath by the General Double, 
nd "F the PIO ne ane, 


ere Ne 
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CHAPTER VII. 


OF THE COVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND UNDER THE 
FRENCH, WITH A, RELATION. OF. THE DISTRESSED 
SITUATION OF THE ENGLISH INHABITANTS, UNTIL 


„ RESTORATION TO GREAT BRITAIN; TOGETHER 


WITH THE ACCOUNT OF THAT EVENT, AND SE= 
FERAL OTHER OILS.” ED 


THUS * the important iſland of Domi- 


F nica into the hands of the French 3 and 


with it were loſt all thoſe advantages, that it 


was afterwards diſcovered would have accrued 
to the Engliſh, had it been i in thaw er 
during the laſt War, > ed Lug 


This i iſland, a its local Gtuation, being | 


| exactly between the two principal iflands of the + 


French, Martinique and Guadeloupe, is the 
beſt calculated of all the poſſeſſions of Great 
Britain in that part of the world, to ſecure | 
her the dominion of thoſe ſeas. | Had a few 
mos 
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. ſhips of war been ſtationed at Prince Rupert's 
bay, they would have effectually ſtopped all 


intercourſe of the French ſettlements with 


each other; as not a veſſel could have paſſed 
or repaſſed, but would have been liable to 
capture by the Britiſh cruizers off that bay, 
and-to ee of the iſland, 4 


1 The iſland of Saint Lucia, that burying- | 
place of thouſands of brave Engliſhmen, would 


then, it is probable, have remained in the de- 
ſolate ſtate: it was in before its furrender, as 
of no importance to the French. And it is 
moſt certain, that had Dominica been re- 


tained, at half the expence of men and money 


which it coſt Great Britain to reduce the 


other, the loſs of moſt of the Engliſh ſettle- 


ments in as Weſt Indies would have been 


prevented, and the F rench would then have 


had ſufficient employment in ſeeuring their 


* 


own. 
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140 THE HISTORY OF THE 
h The importance of this iſland to the Engliſh 
was fo well known, and dreaded by the French 
1 that time, that the taking it out of ng 
a poſſeſſion was the firſt object i in their attack 
on the Britiſh ſettlements ; and the Marquis 
5 de Bouille actually ſecured Dominica for his 
| nation, before hoſtilities between the two Crowns 
: were known in the Engliſh Weſt Indies. . 


| The forces under the command of the Mar. 
quis, on this expedition, conſiſted of near three 
. thouſand regular troops, and near half that 


number of volunteers, compoſed of white 


men, mulattos, and negros. The naval ar- 
mament conſiſted of three frigates, one a 
forty- gun ſhip, and upwards of 84 18 of 
m loops and ſchooners. 


For ſein days after the ſurrender, the in» 

| habitants from all parts of the iſland came to 
the Goyernment-hou ſe, in order to ſign the 

Articles 
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Articles of Capitulation. During the - time, 
| ſome of the Engliſh inhabitants were accuſed 


to the Marquis, by ſome of the French, with 


having fitted out privateers againſt the Ame- 
ricans. Theſe. perſons were treated with great 
indignity by the Marquis, who obliged them 
to pay down conſiderable ſums of money for 
veſſels ſaid to have been French property, 


; which had been GALEN as Americans by the 


ke _ accuſers of the Engliſh in- 
habitants, on this and feveral other occaſions, 
were certain French people, who had, here- 


tofore, been treated with every indulgence and 


kindneſs by thoſe they accuſed; as they were 


alſo the chief promoters of all the diſturbances, 
heart-burnings, and animoſities of the French 


government, to the Britiſh inhabitants of 'the 


_ ifland, during the whole of the time it was in 
their poſſeſſion; ; and were, mae | 
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142 THE HISTORY oF THE 2 
means of obliging ſeveral to quit it, leaving 
behind them their property. 
Theſe were Thomas bn ant 
I W——m Rd, and MC. 
The latter had formerly dealt largely with 
ſome Engliſh merchants of the iſland, whom 
he had defrauded of their dues by running 
away; but returning on this expedition, as 
chief guide to the troops, he was promoted 
by the Marquis de Bouille to the office of chief 
| baker to the forces in the place, as a reward 
of his treachery.  R——d had quitted that 
country in the ſame clandeſtine manner; but 
returning with the Marquis, as a volunteer i in 
| the, cauſe, was by him appointed his moſt 
| Chriſtian Majeſty's Receiver-general of Do- 
minica. E A——t had been a num- 
ber of years a truſtee for the French church - 
lands in Roſeau, to which office he was ap- | 
| Pointed | by - the Engliſh government, at the 
time a. the ceflion of the oy to Great 
| Britain. | 
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Britain. He had, moreover, been treated 


with a degree of indulgence in his office, more 
than his behaviour entitled him to, and which 

| he repaid, by taking every ſtep in his power 
| to do injury to the Engliſh inhabitants of the 
iſland after its ſurrender to the F benen. | 


The fate of theſe three men is worth re- 
marking, as the recital may ſerve to deter 
others from being guilty of the like treacherous | 
and miſchievous doings. The Baker, whoſe 
infamous character ſoon came to the k⁰ůU | 


| ledge of the French government, was dif- 9 
charged from that office for ſraud in his 
= weights, and again obliged to fly the country. . 9 
The Receiver- general, after having exerciſed 1 
his new office with every ſpecies of impoſi- 
tion and inſolence in a degree peculiar to | 
© himſelf, very prudently took a filent depar- N : 
ture from the "iſland, a few days before its | (8 
0 evacuation by the French, as being conſcious | 'S 
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7 of 5 metiting a Ju 3 had he fe- 
the iſland was reſtored, retired on his in 


tion in the country; where, univetſally de- 
teſted by both French and Engliſh, bs diet : 


: in: but a r time after, | 


4 As 8 the new FROM of government was | 


 Ettled by the Marquis de Bouille, he departed | 
for Martinique, leaving the Marquis Duchil- 


kay Commander in Chief of his conqueſt, 


This Governor had an univerſal antipathy to 


the Engliſh, the very name of an Engliſh- 


man being hateful to his ears; nor could he 
bear them in his ſight with any degree of 
temper; and contrary to the character of men 

in general of his nation, he extended his bru- 
tal behaviour even to the female ſex, if they | 
came in his way, to petition or addreſs him | 

: in hal af their en. bh ary 3 


Withal, 
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- Withal, he was fo very puſillanimous, that 


the moſt vague report of the approach of the 


Engliſh from Saint Lucia terrified him; when, 
galloping up and down lite a madman, he would 
threaten every Engliſhman: he met, to put 


them to death, and to ſet fire to the town, 
ſhould their countrymen dare to attempt an 

25 invaſion. And moreover, not confiding in | 
the great number of troops that were under 


his command, but thinking them not ſufſi- 


cient to quell an inſurrection of the Engliſh 


inhabitants, whom he weakly ſuppoſed might 
make an attempt to retake the iſland, he 


thought proper to break through the eighteenth 


Article of the Capitulation, by difarming 


them, and diſtributing their arms among the 
runaway negros, with whom he We en- 
5 an into a treaty for aſſiſtance. 


This was hs Governor _ the Marquis 
de Bouille, from motives of policy, thought 
fit to appoint over his firſt conqueſt ; and 
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there could not have been a more proper per- 

ſon for carrying the intentions of the Marquis 

into execution, by leſſening the value of Do- 

minica, in order to have it ceded to the - 
French at the concluſion of the war. In this, 

however, happily for the Britiſh nation, he 
was diſappointed; and although the greateſt 
part of the Englith inhabitants, from the 
harſh and cruel treatment they underwent, not. - 
only from the Marquis Duchilleau, but alſo 
from every French perſon in office under ie. 
government, was driven to the neceſſity of 
quitting the iſland yet the few that remained, 

| patiently enduring all their ſufferings from the 
F rench, waited only the commencement of 
peace, to determine whether the country would 
be reſtored to the Engliſh, or be continued 


under the domi inion of France. The former 


happening to be the caſe, was a matter of 


great concern to the French, who, well know- . 
ing its importance, quitted their poſſeſſions | 


with the greateſt reluQtaney, from a convic- 
| tion 
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tion that it was an iſland capable of being 
rendered both formidable and dangerous to 
their own ſettlements at a future petiod. | 


To return to the Marquis Duchillean ; he, 
like another tyrannic governor, iſſued a pro- 
clamation, forbiddin g the aſſembling together 
of the Engliſh inhabitants more than two in 
a place. That no lights were to-be ſeen in 

their houſes after nine o'clock at night ; that 
no Engliſh perſon was to be out after that 


hour, in the ſtreets, without a candle and lan- 
thorn, or a lighted pipe in his mouth; and 


that no ſervant of theirs was to be ſeen at 
5 night, without a ticket from his maſter; 
under no leſs a penalty to white people, than 
being ſhot by the centinel at the poſt they 
paſſed by, of being impriſoned, or ſent out of 


the iſland; and the ſervants were to be whip- L 


ped in the public ann belides a fine on 
their e 
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- Many of the Engliſh rnhaitants; were im- 
priſoned by him on the ſlighteſt pretence; and 
one of them, Robert Thou, was actually 


ſhot by a centinel, for attempting to go on 


board his own veſſel after nine o'clock at 


! 


night. This unfortunate young man died a 


few days after, in the utmoſt torture from his 

wound, the ball going through his body at 
the breaſt; and the perpetrator of this horrid 

murder was raiſed by the Marquis Duchilleau 
to a higher ſtation i in his regiment, . oe having 
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thus s wantonly killed him. 


80 very : 3 was this Governor, 
that the Engliſh inhabitants were formin g de- 
ſigns to retake the iſland, or that they held a 
correſpondence with the enemy at Saint Lucia, 
that every letter of theirs was opened for his 
iuſpection before it was delivered. And deem- 


ing this inſufficient to come at the knowledge 5 
of their private tranſactions, he adopted the 
e of going himſelf in diſguiſe, or em- 


ploying 
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ploying others, who better knew the Engliſh 


language, to liſten at their doors and windows 


in the night-time ; but luckily he never found 
out jy ſecrets, : „ TO 


He repeatedly threatened to ſet fire to the 
town of Roſeau, in caſe the iſland was at- 
tacked; and though the latter was never at- 


tempted by the Engliſh forces, yet that town 


Was ſet fire to by the French ſoldiers, who, 
there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, did it by his 


Private orders. This ſuppoſition was ſtrongly 
corroborated, by his behaviour on the night 
of that melancholy event, at which himſelf 


was preſent beſt part of the time; but he 
would not ſuffer his ſoldiers to afſiſt in extin- 
guiſhing the flames, fave only in houſes that 
| belonged to the French inhabitants; eſpecially 
in that of Thomas 'Chabaud Arnault, which, 


though ſeveral times on fire, was yet ſaved by = 


the troops, in preference to far more. valuable 
1 D 1 buildings 
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buildings that were conſumed, while they ſtood 


ee on, diverted. with the ſcene. 


5 ſoldiers were wats, _ chief time of 


the fire, in ſecuring for themſelves the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants; breaking open boxes, 
trunks, and cheſts, driving in the heads of 
| caſks of liquor, and taking out what quantity 
they could in their hats, bottles, and other 
veſſels, letting the reſt run out into the. ſtreets. | 
Some of the French inhabitants were alſo 


buſily employed in the fame manner; one of 


them in particular, of the name of * P——n,” 


was actually detected with ſeveral articles of 


value belonging to Engliſh people; and in 
particular a caſk of Madeira wine, the pro- 
perty of a Mr. John Tileſtone, a reputable 
tavern-keeper in that town ; who afterwards 
| recovered the value of it by a ſuit at law 
againſt the fad 2.— n. e e, 
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This fire in Sits happened the evening 


of Eaſter Sunday, 178 1, by which upwards 


] of five hundred houſes were conſumed FE 


ſew hours; ; and among them the principal 
buildings, ſtores, a vaſt quantity of rich mer- 
chandize, and valuable articles of houſhold 
goods were deſtroyed, to the amount of up- 


wards 'of two men — pounds = 


ſterling. 


T he inferior French officers, and: ſeveral of 


the French inhabitants of Dominica, encou- 
raged thereto by the tyrannic behaviour of the 


Marquis Duchilleau, were not backward in 


their bad treatment of the Engliſh inhabi- 
tants: the officers uſually inſulting them as 


they walked the ſtreets; throwing ſhowers of 


ſtones on their houſes in the night-time ; ſa- 
luting the Engliſh white women with inde- 


cent expreſſions as they paſſed by; taking the | 


upper hand of the men in taverns, and other 
plates of neceſſary reſort, where they hap» 
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| 


- pened to be preſent, or indignantly driving 

them out; circumſtances of ſuch mean cruel- 

ty to a conquered people, that one ſhould 
think, none but the dregs of mankind e 
ever be N of, | 


EK too was the behaviour of ſome of the 
French inhabitants ; from whom it was, in a 
particular manner, diſtreſſing to the Engliſh, | 
who had heretofore treated them with every 
degree of kindneſs, as being a ſet of people, 
who, though not of the ſame nation by birth, 
were members of the ſame community, ſub- 


. }jeat to the fame government, and as ſuch, en- 


titled to the fame privileges and reſpect with | 

- - themſelves. Of theſe in particular, a French- 
man of colour, of. the name of Blanchdela- 
Pee and a white man, named Etienne Vring, 
deſerve to be mentioned. The firſt had the 
audacity to ſtrike the Engliſh Chief Juſtice, 
and the other inſolently drew his ſword on 

a re- 


„ 
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a reſpectable Engliſh merchant in a public 


_- tavern, 


It is, however, neceſſary here to do juſtice 


| to the merits of ſome of the principal French 
officers at that time; as of the Count de 
Bourgoinne, Monſieur du Beaupe, and the ge- 


nerality of the officers of Bin . in 


chat iſland. 


The Count de Bourgoinne was Chief Go- 


vernor of Dominica for ſome time after the 


Marquis Duchilleau had quitted it, to affiſt 
in the expedition formed by the French and 
Spaniards againſt Jamaica; and during the 
time of his government, the Engliſh inhabi- 
| tants were much better treated, than while 
under Duchilleau. But this not anſwering 
the politic views of the Marquis de Bouillé, 


he recalled the Count from his government, 
under pretence of his mal - adminiſtration; but 
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in reality, only for his lenity to the Eoglih 
inhabitants of Dominica. | „ 


Monſieur du Beaupe ſucceeded this latter; 


and although he was no great admirer of the 


Engliſh, yet, during his. government, which 


| laſted. till the iſland Was reſtored, the inhabi- = 


tants of that deſcription enjoyed ſome little 


repoſe from their ſufferings, as he made it a 
point to prevent their being mal-treated by 
| thoſe under his command. 


The Iriſh officers of the Brigades being ac- 


quainted with the cuſtoms, and ſpeaking the 


language of the Engliſh, treated them with 


every civility in their power, during the time 


they were in the iſland; frequently viſiting 
them, joining them on parties of. amuſement, . 


and rendering them ſeveral little ſervices: Aft 
to their praiſe. be it mentioned, that on two 
or terer occaſions ſome. of them oppoſed the 


French 8 
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French officers, for their bad treatment of the 
Engliſh at the riſk of loſing their own lives. 


During: five years and a | quarter, the time 


| that the iſland of Dominica was in poſſeſſion 
of the French, it was reſorted to by no veſ⸗ 


ſels from Old France; nor was any of the 


en ofa the an plantations exported 


of it was font in ary bottoms i to, i Dutch 
iſland of Saint Euſtatius, before its capture 
| by Admiral Rodney; and from thence it was 
_ exported to England, under the moſt, extrava- 
gant expences and loſs to the proprietors, 


- 
- 


Other parts of the produce were ſent in 


Dutch veſſels, which wen engaged for the 


purpoſe i in England, to Rotterdam, where, on 


their arrival, the ſugar in particular ſold ftom 
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After the breaking out of the war with the 
Dutch, the produce of Dominica was ſent, 
under Imperial colours, to Oſtend, where the 

ſugar ſold only from fix to eight pounds ſter- 
ling per hogſhead. This was a great falling 
off in the price of that commodity, and greatly 


diſtreſſed the ſugar planters in particular; but 
to complete their misfortunes, one of thoſe 
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very veſſels, laden with returns to the iſland, 


was captured by the n. who ſold both : 
the "ſhip and _ | 


Dodo Rx av or oor regs e mmnrnns en Pane 3 


The prices of the different articles: in D. 


| 
F 

| g | | minica, the greateſt part of the time of the 
758 - French government of it, were as follow: 2 
xl Pig from tho 45. to 11. 10s. per Cwe, | 
Tf 

g Rum, 28. per gallon. | 1 

—_ +} 25 lg from 21. to ng; : 

| | 

F of RY current money of the iſland, 
5 

| which was at | cighty-five per cent. and 
was 
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was not more than one-half the value of the 
ſame produce at preſent. The freight | of 
- ſhipping it off from the out-bays to Roſeau, 
was then nearly double to what it is now; and 
| the duties paid to the French Cuſtom-houſe, 
for exporting the ſugar alone, was upwards 
of twenty per cent. on their eſtimation of its 
value. | DTS 


The different articles of proviſions, and 
other neceſſaries, brought to the iſland, were 
at a moſt extravagant ae 


Beef, From 91. 188. to 111, 58. per barrel. 
Pork, from 111. 5s. to 13]. 48. per ditto. 
Flour, from 91. 188. tq 121. per ditto. 
Butter, from 10l. to 131. 48. per firkin. 


This was the wholeſale price ; but when 
diſpoſed of again at retail, the price was 
extravagant; for butter was not to be had 


there under ſix e a pound, can- 
dles 
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dles at three ſhillings, ſoap at the fame price, 


and every. other article in that advanced pro- 


1 TG AO 


N The Englih inhabitint then on Meinten 


were, in conſequence, greatly diſtreſſed; as 
few of them could afford. to purchaſe thoſe 
neceſſary articles, the planters, and lower or- 
; der of people eſpecially ; ; the latter having no 


trade, and.” but little to do, were unable to 


be at ſo great an expence ; and the planters 


having : a number of negros on their eſtates, 
were diſtreſſed to furniſh a neceſſary ſupply 
of 1 for their llaves, or for them- 


f 
# 


M 3 under the neceſſity of purchaſing 


from the French ſoldiers their allowance from 
the King, of falt meat, bread, and other mat- 


ters; which, though not the beſt . proviſions 
of the kind, were a great aſliſtance to a num 
8 7 : 2 | ; | % ? p . : ö ber 
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ber of the inhabitants, as well in the towns 


as on the plantations. 


On the other hand, the iſland of Saint Lu- 
cia, ſoon after its capture by the Engliſh, was 
rendered a place far more deſirable, in point 
of trade, than it had ever been, while under 
its former maſters; and the F rench inhabi- 
tants of it were better treated by the Engliſh. 
government, officers and ſoldiers, than they 
: actually. treated their own | countrymen 8 Who 
e thathes after its aan e 


That iſland was the chief mart of trade for 
proviſions and merchandize of every deſerip- 
tion, during the war, being reſorted to by 
veſſels, not only from our own ſettlements, 
but alſo from moſt of the foreign iſlands, 

by the means of flags of truce. Proviſions 
- in particular, were to be had there at the fol- 
: lowing moderate prices, VIZ 
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Beef, from 51. 108. to 61. per barrel. 
Pork, from 61. 108. to 71. per ditto. 
Flour, from 3l. 6s. to 4]. per ditto. 

1 from 41. 108. to 51. per firkin, 


| Although ai F renee government of Do- 5 
minica had every opportunity of furniſhin g 
their troops with freſh proviſions, by means 


of the Americans, then in alliance with 


France, yet not a ſingle veſſel arrived there 


with cattle, during the whole time they were 
in poſſeſſion of the iſland. But the cattle that 


were killed for the uſe of the troops were, at 


firſt, indiſcriminately ſhot on the Engliſh 
plantations, | at the pleaſure of Duchilleau, 
whenever they were wanted for the uſe of his 


ſoldiers. 


He afterwards eſtabliſhed an ordinance, that 


every Engliſh planter ſhould ſend a beaſt in 
1 his turn for the uſe of the military hoſpital, | 
under the peat of 3 it taken by force; 


and 
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and the perſon who did not comply, was impri- 


ned, or ſent off the iſland. By this means, 


upwards of fixty in every hundred head of 
cattle in the country were deſtroyed during his 


Government; and this ordinance was carried 


into execution with ſuch rigour by him, that 
If either by detention, by bad weather, or de- 
lay, by reaſon of the diſtance of the eſtate 


from Roſean, the cattle were not there in 
time, a party of ſoldiers, with their muſkets 
loaded, were immediately ſent out, to kill wF 


. beaſt that fell in their nt | 


| my this arbitrary — many fine 
milch cows of the inhabitants in the town 


tell victims to his wrath on theſe occaſions; and 
what was particularly hard upon the owners 


of them, they were obliged to bear the loſs 
without repining, and to put up with being 
paid as for ordinary beaſts, and — for 
5 _ n a ah time. 
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Another very great hardſhip | on the 


owners of cattle, | killed for the uſe of the 


military hoſpital, Was, that they were ſeldom 
permitted to have a piece for themſelves, 


though they paid for it, but were obliged to 
be ſatisfied with the offals of the carcaſe. And, 
x as for others of the Engliſh, a piece of bul- 
lock's liver was the moſt they in general 


could get; and they were uſually. told by the 
French officers in the markets, That that 
«© was too good for an ain. 


This den deſtruction of the cattle 3 in \ Do- | 


| minica, at that time, was a ſource of great 


diſadvantages to the Proprietors of the ſugar 
plantations, thereby preventing the poſſibi- 
lity of carrying on the culture of the ſugar- 


cane, from the want of thoſe neceſſary animals, 


And by this procedure of. the French, ſeveral L 
of the Engliſh planters were driven to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſtopping the further ſettlement of 
their eſtates, to the great detriment of them- 

| ſelves 
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{elves and families, as well as injury to the 
mortgagees in Europe; and at the ſame time, 
leſſening the value of property in the iſland i in 
the ee of People i in general. 


The French 3 asked 5 being able 
to keep the country from Great Britain during 
the war, firmly believing, that it would be 
.ceded to them at the peace; they did, there- 
fore, every thing in their power to render the 
ſtay of the Engliſh inhabitants. uncomfortable 
and diſtreſſing. Their diſappoin tment, there 
fore, on finding the ifland was to be reſtored, 
was matter of great concern to them; and 
they actually put off the delivering it up to the 
Engliſh, a conſiderable time after the ratifica- 
tion of the definitive treaty of peace was con- 
. Cluded 3 in . | 


„ wks : before the actual reſtoration of 
. an Engliſh regiment from Saint 
Lucia arrived at Roſeau, for the purpoſe of 
. © Ms. 1 5 taking 
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taking poſſeſſion of the iſland for his Britannic 
| Majeſty. This was, however, peremptorily 


refuſed by the French Governor, who ſtron gly 
denied his having received any inſtructions for 


: the delivering up the iſland from his ſuperiors 


at Martinique, or even from Europe; at the 
ſame time, ordering the Britiſn Com mander, 
with his troops, to depart, and threatening to 


compel them to it. But this order being con- 
trary to the commiſſion of the latter, he de- 
clared he was determined to act as became 


him; in conſequence of which, he was at laſt 


permitted to land with his troops at point 
Michael, there to wait till the French 1 
vernor had further instructions. Rs 


it is EY to the der ny of the 
Engliſh, who came with two ſhips of war to 
demand the iſland, which was then but thinly 
garriſoned; the Engliſh troops were accord- 
in gly landed at the e place, : 


where 


1 . 
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| where they continued till the day of the ſur- 


render of the country to Great Britain, 


5 It is worth while to remark here, the 
jealous behaviour of the French Commander 
on this occaſion; for thou gh there was every 
reaſon to believe, that he well knew the iſland 


was to be reſtored ; yet he took every method 


that was in his power of ſhewing a diſpoſi- 


tion to prevent it; and he actually threatened 


to uſe force if the Engliſh dared to land, as if 
upon an hoſtile - occaſion : nor would he per- 
mit any of the Engliſh officers ſo much as to 
ſet their feet on ſhore in Roſeau'; but Lined | 


the bay of that road with armed ſoldiers, who 
even then treated ſome of the Engliſh inhabi- 


tants exceedingly ill, for no other.reaſon, than 
the joy that was viſible in their faces at the 


| fight of their< own countrymen. 


+ >Þ This aſſumed FIR of * was a plain 
indication of the great unwillingneſs of the 
1 N French 
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French to quit poſſeſſion of the country; but 

which would have little availed them, had tha 

Engliſ Commander been diſpoſed to force 

his landing. This, however, would have 

been productive of fatal conſequences to the 
1 defenceleſs Engliſh inhabitants, who would, 
1 there is no doubt, have fallen victims to the 
j fury of the French in the firſt inſtance, and it 
= would have anſwered no other end, than to 
[ facilitate the return of the iſland to its former i 
government a few weeks ſooner. | EO 


=D. . . 


The Engliſh inhabitants ſoon: after made 
themſelves amends, for having been prevented 
from Gluting their countrymen on their ar- 


rival; for on the ſame evenin g there was ſcarce 
ly a man, woman, or child, in the town and 
ſuburbs of Roſeau, that did not either ride or 
walk to the quarters of the Engliſh troops at. 
0 : point Michael, for the purpoſe of rejoicing at 
the proſpect of a peedy return of their own 
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One obſervation 3 is due to the 1 pirited beha- 


viour of the Britiſh Commander while at 


point Michael; he cauſed it to be well 
fortified and guarded, for fear of the worſt, 


and every day hoiſted the Engliſh flag. This 


being a moſt hateful ſight to the French, 
their Commander repeatedly . ſent orders to 


have the Engliſh colours taken down, which 


the other as peremptorily refuſed; alledging, 


that this country was his maſter 8, whoſe flag 


he would defend to the laſt moment of his 


life; and that if the French Governor would : 


have it down, hs mult enforce his commands 
with the muzzles of his guns. 


”F 


> „ this time, till he 8 of Do- 


ate. * F che were * e n 


1 


Bag Sow all the Se they could to „ thoſe 
that were there before their invaſion, ſeveral of 


f which they blew up with gunpowder. | 
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This iſland was reſtored to England in the 
month of January, 1783. The day of its 
reſtoration was a joyful day for the Engliſh i in- 
habitants, eſpecially for thoſe who had under- 
gone a long and, painful ca ptivity, and had 
been treated with a * of r * 
to be ee 

In the 2 of the day of the evacua- 
tion the Engliſh troops marched from point 
Michael; and between eleven and twelve 5 


ob clock they came near the town of Roſeau, 


where, waiting till the French began to em- 
bark, it was near two o'clock before they 
finally evacuated the iſland ; and then the 
- Engliſh troops came into the town, with co- 
lours flying, drums beating, and a band of 
muſic playing as they marched, eſcorted by 
moſt of the Engliſh inhabitants, who, with. 


+ muktitudes of negros, lined both ſides of the 
way as they entered the town, 


— 


Between 
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Between one and two o'clock, a company 
of the Train of Artillery took poſſeſſion of 
- the principal fort in Roſeau, marching in, 
while the F rench troops marched out; and 
e to the water-ſide, where their 
boats being ready, they immediately embarked, 
_ amidſt the hiſſes and curſes of the Engliſh in- 
habitants, whom wg ths had heretofore ſo cruelly 
treated. 


As Gon as the Britiſh troops were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fort, they hoiſted the ſtandard 
of England on the flag-ſtaff, which being a 
ſight few of the inhabitants had ſeen before, 
and being elated with joy on the occaſion, they 
were fo eager to lend their aſſiſtance to hoiſt it, 

that they were nearly pulling the halliards, 
by which it was raiſed, to pieces, and break- 
ing down the flag-ſtaff by the force of their 
| numbers. The fight of the Britiſh ſtandard 
was alſo a matter of great admiration to the 
French, who, it is probable, had never r ſeen 
3 


-- 
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one before; and they ſeemed to view it with. 
no ſatisfaction, as they paſſed by it in their 
boats, probably, on comparing the beauties 
of it with the fading pale colour of their 


own. 


Soon after the F rench were: embarked, the 
new Engliſh Governor, John Orde, Eſq. 


landed from a frigate in the bay, under a diſ- | 
charge of cannon from that veſſel ; which 
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falute was returned by the fort on his landing. 

When eſcorted by the. whole of the Engliſh 

inhabitants, amidſt the ſhouts of Long live 

« King George,” he was conducted to the 

Court-houſe in Roſeau ; and after having had _ 

his commiſſion proclaimed, and taking the 

uſual oaths. on the occaſion, he retired to 

partake of the general j Joy, and of a very gen- 
teel entertainment n for him by 35 


colony. 
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CHAPTER N 


j 


CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE DIVISION OF THE 
ISLAND. INTO PARISHES AND TOWNS, WITH A DE- 


SCRIPTION OF ITS CAPITAL, THE PRINCIPAL BUILD= 
 INGS, FORTIFICATIONS, AND HARBOUR 3 TOGE=- 
THER WITH OBSERVATIONS ON PRINCE RUPERT'S 


BAY) AND THE GRAND SAVANNAH IN THAT 


ISLAND. 


DOMIN ICA 1 is ee into ten 1 = 


viz. Saint Mark's, Saint Luke' 8, Saint Paul's, 
N Saint Peter s, Saint John s, Saint George's, Saint 


| Andrew 8, Saint David's, Saint Patrick's, and 
Saint Joſeph's. In each of theſe pariſhes a ſpot 


of land is marked out for building a town on, 


which was appropriated to that purpoſe by the 
Commiſſioners on the firſt ceſſion of the coun- 
try to England; but few of them have more 
than two or three ſmall mean houſes on them, 
and therefore do not deſerve further notice. 101 


The 
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The town of Roſeau is at preſent the ca- 


pital c of the iſland, and is ſituated i in the pariſh 


of Saint George, being about ſeven leagues 


from Prince Rupert's Bay. It is on a point 
of land on the S. W. fide of the ifland, which 


point of land forms two bays, viz. Wood- 
bridge's Bay to the north, and Charlotte-yille 
Bay to the ſouthward. 


Roſeau 3 is about half a mile in wh; from 


| Charlotte-ville to - Roſa river, and two fur- 
| Tongs in breadth, but leſs in ſome parts, being 


of a very irregular figure. It contains not 
more than five Hundred houſes, excluſive of a 
number of ſmall wooden buildings, occupied 
by negros, which give it rather an unpleaſing 


The ſtreets of this town are alſo very irre- 
gular, not one of them being in a ſtraight 
line; but the whole of them form very acute 


angles, which face nearly the entrance of 


1 | each 
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: 2 other; and appear very incommodious 


and unſightly. They are, however, moſtly 
well paved, are in general from forty to fifty 
feet wide, and the town. 18 very W | 
ſituated. | 


——_ to the capture of the iſland by the 
| French, this town contained upwards of one 
thouſand good houſes; but the fire which 
happened there, as before-mentioned, con- 
ſumed the major part of them; and the ruins 
Kill remain, as a memorial of . 2 
tunate 1 


The FI buildings in Roſeau are, the 
Government-houſe, Court-houſe, Secretary's, | 
Regiſters, and Provoſt Marſhal's offices, i 
the church, market-houſe, and __ 


The Government-houſe is *Graated i in Char- 


lotte-ville, bene joins to * or is rather 
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2 


the upper part of i it, being included in the us 
of that town. It is a large building of wood, 


built after the French manner in the Weſt 
Indies, two ſtories high, with galleries. all 
round, and joiced. It ſtands in the middle 


of a large lot of ground, ſurrounded with a 
low ſtone wall, has a very fine garden, at the 

back of it, and i in front a long gravelly walk, 
very. prettily ornamented on each, fide- with 


cCocoa- nut and other trees, which gives it A 


very rural appearance from the ſea-ſide. 


The Court-houſe is a neat wooden building, 


On the next lot of land to the Government 
= houſe to the ſouthward. Be 2 his building is 
two tories high, has a neat portico on pillars 


in front, and large open, gallery backwards, 
the windows of it joiced. In the upper apart- 


ments are a large council- chamber, rooms for 
the, juries, and a gallery for the ſpectators, or 


others having buſineſs at the courts. In the 


Jower apartments are raiſed ſeats for the judges, 


5 | KO 


8 
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A place encloſed for the lawyers and officers 
of the courts, jury boxes, and a bar for the 
priſoners. In this building all cauſes, civil 
and criminal, are tried; and all public buſi- 
neſs of the colony is there tranſacted by the 
Governor, Council, and An, of the 
The public 1 8. | Regiſter 8. _ 7" 
| voſt Marſhal' s offices, are two low ſtone build» 


% 


ings in the yard of the Court-houſe, and are 
covered with tiles. Theſe buildings are in no 


other reſpect remarkable, than being very badly 
contrived, and no ways adapted to the purpoſes 


for which they were intended; the tiles being 


Frequently blown off in the hurricane ſeaſons, 
| renders them damp, and an im proper 50 for 
nps On. records. 


| The hath is a | ns Pa building. of 
Wood, but it is at preſent much out: of re- 


5 pair. It has a neat t pulpit ling deſk, and 


a few 


* MT I Abs cn» Sp wy a 


5 23 12 0 2 . - — — 
8 — 22 + a „ X O41 * . * 
N — * 1 r D _ ©. — — — — — wk * RE. — 4 i 
— — —̃ > 3 - —_— peas 5 — L 8 : * 9 i 
— — oy rs: E _ * 50 * 2 —̃ —v—ͤ— — 2 — 2 — — 
ä — C OTE II ROO 
— oo fy 2, * — =, 


* 
i% 
4 
=» 
1 ( 
\ x * 
1 
_— 
_ 
oF 2 4 
£ 8 5 { 
_ 85 } 
2 10 £1 
_— 
_ 
o oY 1 
_ 


176 THE HISTORY OF THE 


a few-pews; but neither altar-piece, hangings, 


baptiſmal font, belfry, nor bell. This, the 


only Proteſtant church in the iſland, is built 
on a large lot of ground, has a good church- 
yard of very deep and excellent black mould ; | 


but the yard is not encloſed. ' Adjoining to it 


is a fine lot of land, which was laid out in 


A the plan of the town, and reſerved by the 
Commiſſioners, for the purpoſe off building 


thereon a public ſchool; but it is at t preſent 


: eee to a quite different v uſe. 


The tes Beans * been erected ſince 


the reſtoration of the iſland to the Engliſh, 


and is of wood, built on pillars of ſtone, be- 

tween which are apartments for the butchers | 
and fiſhermen, and the public flocks for 
confinement of diſorderly white people and 
negros; and the middle paſſage is for the 


| loaded fiſh canoes, that they may be drawn 
up out of the heat of the ſun while the fiſh 
is ſelling. The upper part of this building 


"0 
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is > divided into two apartments, one for the 
Clerk of the market, and the other for the 
uſe of the Town Wardens of Roſeau, who 
hold their meetings there when they tranſact 
the public buſineſs. It is alſo uſed as a guard- 
room for the militia, during the three days 
and nights of Chriſtmas holidays (a uſcleſs 
piece of ceremony, only putting people to un- 
neceſſary trouble and expence) and in times of 
actual need; as fire; or any Ny which | 
| threatens that town. 
oy” may not be improper vr to take ane | 
notice of the market-place, and market of 
| Roſeau. The former is a large open ſquare, | 
nearly in the centre of the town; on the bay; _ 
it 'is paved, and well adapted to the purpoſe 


for which it was deſigned but the market i is 


very poorly ſupplied in general with butchers 
meat. This is partly owing to the ſcarcity of 
| horned cattle, few being killed, unleſs they 

; are brought from North America, which, 
N. | however, 
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however, has, of late years, been ſeldom the caſe, 
on account of the difficulties to which American 
veſſels are ſubject i in their trading with this 
iſland, ſeveral of them having been repeatedly 
refuſed admittance into the rand with MM | 
that 9 8 5 | 

5 This „ greatly diſtreſſed the inhabi- 
tants of Dominica, who having few cattle of 
their own, and theſe few being neceſſary for the 
ſervice of their plantations, it would have been 
highly imprudent to have uſed them for the 

purpoſe of ſupplying the market; as it would 

| have. impoveriſhed their eſtates of thoſe uſeful 
nimal without the leaſt probability of getting 
them replaced by purchaſing others: for the 

Americans, from having been ſo often refuſed 0 
admittance to diſpoſe of their cargos of cattle, 
took ſo great a diſguſt againſt the inhabitants 
of the country, that even when they have 

| had Temmen trade thichess: 8 80 have 
| 66%; ⁵ſ⁴lb ns. oh 
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Nor is the market of Roſeau, in general; 
well ſupplied with poultry,. owing to the 
very blameable neglect of the generality of 
the planters, in not raiſing a ſufficient quan- 
tity of feathered ſtock on their eſtates, of 
which they are ſo very capable. It is, how- 
ever, well ſupplied with excellent fiſh of moſt 
kinds peculiar to the Welt Indies; vegetables 
and fruit of almoſt every deſcription are to be 
had there, in great abundance, much cheaper | 
and better than in moſt of the other iſlands. 
\. - Sunday is the chief market day there, as 
it is in all the Weſt Indies; on this day 
the market is like a large fair, the negros 
from the plantations, within eight miles of 
Roſeau, come thither in great numbers, each 

one bringing ſomething or other to diſpoſe 
of for | himſelf, often to the amount .of - 
three or four dollars; and many of them, who. 
” —_ Ok pigs, or fowls,. ſeldom return 
N 2 . 5 1 home 
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home without fifty or ſixty nn the pro- 
duce of their e | 


The price of butchers meat is there very 
high, * e as . viz. | 


| Pl 4. | | 
Beef "LT 11 per pound. 
Mutton 1 6 per ditto. 
. | per ditto. _ 
Goats fleſh * TH per ditto.” 
Pork o 


105 a per ditto. 


There is no eſtabliſhed price there for pout- 
try, which, though ſometimes tolerably plenty; 
eſpecially on the plantations of the French 
inhabitants, who chiefly ſend that article to 
market, is ſtill exceſſive dear. A full grown | 

turky will coſt from 16s. 6d. to 248. 9d. and 

often 308. a gooſe at the ſame rate; a duck 

from 68. to 9s. and a 42 fowl at the 

fame ee price. | | 
| - The 
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The wild game of the woods, as pigeons, 


doves, and partridges, which, though at times, 


in the ſeaſons for killing them, are very 
plentiful, yet bear a moſt extravagant price; 
a wild pigeon will coſt 38. a dove or par- 


tridge 18. 6d. and other ſmall birds of the 
country are at a very high rate. This is entirely 


— 


owing to the want of laws for regulating the | 


prices of thoſe neceſſary articles in the iſland; 
as thoſe who make a trade of them have the _ 

liberty of fixing what price they pleaſe ; there- 
by being guilty of great extortion, to the ſen- 


ſible inconvenience of the inhabitants. 


Eggs and milk are tolerably reaſonable, and 
the latter is in general very good ; but thoſe 


who chiefly arp the market with it, adul- ; 


terate it. 


Notwithſtanding fiſh of all ſorts are caught 
in _ rn in all mag "IM of the Hand, 
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yet that article bears a much higher price in 
Dotninica, than in moſt other Engliſſi ſettle- 
ments. This is alſo owing to the want of 
proper regulations in the fiſh market; for 
though there is an act for obliging every fiffrer- 
man, who catches fiſh within a certain diſtance 
from Roſeau, to bring it there for ſale, yet the 
major part of the inhabitants, who are Roman 
Catholics, faft the greateſt part of the week upon 
fiſh; and the fiſhermen, being all of the fame re- 
gion, they contrive to evade this act, by ſend- 
ing the beſt part of their fiſh to their friends, | 
and bring only what they cannot otherways 
diſpoſe of to the market. By this means that 


article is often ſcarce, as well as dear; and on 


particular faſt days, in Lent eſpecially, the 
Engliſh inhabitents are et append to 
faſt without ih, 


It has often been wondeted at, that in Do- 
minica there are no Engliſh fiſhermen ; and 


that a bulineſs, which is known to be ſo very 55 
advan- 
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advantageous, ſhould be entirely Guten on 
only by the French inhabitants. This ne- 
glect of the Engliſh i is the more remarkable; 
from the great inconveniences they labour un- 
der, from not having a fiſhery of their own ; 
but though a thing of the kind was attempted 
by Mr. Beves, a reſpectable Engliſh inhabitant, 
in the time of the French government of the 
iſland, it failed, through the malice of ſome of 
the French inhabitants; and that no other Eng- 
liſhman, ſince the return of the country to its 
former government, has thought it. worth 
- while to repeat the trial, is a matter r of much | 
e | 43 | 


The ti price nk am in the ab of 


Roſes is as ens vis... ond 
River am 8 1 IE 8 
| Seaditto, caught with hook 5 fir ae 

and line 


10 Seine and pot fiſh — 47 per 8 
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This 1s certainly a very high price for that 
commodity ; a pound of river fiſh, at 18. Gd. 
current money, is 10d. ſterling per pound, at 
eighty per cent. the preſent rate of exchange of 
money in that iſland ; and hook and line fiſh, 
at 18. is 6d. ſterling and a fraction per pound, at 
: tha fame rate of exchan ge,a price which greatly | 
exceeds that of the lame commodity i in Eng- | 
land, where it is not to be had in ſuch great 
. plenty as in Dominica, and by no means in 
ſo great perfection, See in the city 1 
London. . : 


The public goal in Roſeau has been erected, 
fince the reſtoration of the iſland to Great 
Britain, but it is not yet quite finiſhed. It is 
of fine ſtone, erected in a very healthy ſitua- 
tion, on a large lot of land, and the building 
on 2 large ſcale, is commodious, and "Os + 
a to the n. . 
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The expences of purchaſing the land, and 


building a part of this gaol, were defrayed out 


of the money humanely contributed by ſeveral 
worthy perſons in England, for the relief of the 
unfortunate ſufferers by the fire in Roſeau, in 


the year. 1781, before noticed; but which 


money, after it was ſent out to Dominica, 


could not be diſtributed to the perſons for 


whom it was intended, owing to the deaths 
of ſome, and the removal of others from the 
iſland ſoon after that heavy calamity ; the 
reſt conſented with the Governor, Council, 
and Aſſembly, to its e nee in 
that manner. 


This building will be a laſting monument 7 


of the generous. and praiſe-worthy endea- 


vours of Engliſhmen, to alleviate the diſtreſſes 


of their fellow- ſubjects, in a country 9 far 
ane from nenen 
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The wad of Roſeau, for it cannot properly 


be called an harbour, it being rather an open 
bay, 1s very capacious ; and from Woodridge' 8 


bay, which joins it to the northward, to the : 

bay of Charlotte-ville, contained the F rench 
and Spaniſfi fleets, conſiſting of upwards of 
four hundred fail of men of war and tranſport 
| ſhips, which hy at anchor far ſeveral days pre- 


vious to their ſailing on their intended attack of 
Jamaica laſt war, in 1782. Fhis road is often 


dangerous in the hurricàne months, and has 
frequently proved fatal to veſſels, whoſe Com- 


manders were ſo imprudent as to keep them 


| there at anchor, from the end of Auguſt to | 
October ; during which time, almoſt every 


year, the ſea very often tumbles into this 
road from the ſouthward in a very frightful 


7 Joes! 


0 very ereadful e 01 f.this kind 


happened the laſt day of September, 17803 


at which t time the ſea aroſe to the m_—_ | 
"LE 
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height of twenty-one feet perpendicular above 
its uſual ſurface, and its billows broke up- 


wards of one hundred yards from the common 
| ſhore. It deſtroyed ſeveral houſes in front of 


the beach, drove ſeveral ſmall veſſels from their 
anchors, and carried them up into the town; 


other veſſels foundered, or were daſhed to pieces 
in the night-time; the dead bodies of the 
crews, with the pieces of the veſſels, were 
driven on ſhore, and the morning of next 
day exhibited the moſt ſhocking n of 
its e. e 


The fortifications « Rattan are, n 8 
Fort, Melville's Battery, Bruce! s Hill Batterics, 
and Fort Demoullin. | 


Young's Fort is 3 uſt oppoſite the Govern- 


ment-houſe, from the front wall of which it 


is ſeparated only by the highway. It is well 


mounted with cannon, has a powder maga- 


Zine,. an arſenal for ſmall arms, and commo—- 
dious | 
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dious haivncks: for the officers and ſoldiers . 
but owing to its bad conſtruction, only two 
or three of the cannon in it will bear on any 
| particular object; and it is, beſides, entirely 
under command of all the other batteries of 
the town on the hills above it. 


__  Melville's Battery, as before obſerved, was 
the principal place from whence the moſt ma- 
terial ſervice was done, in preventing the. 
French from entering Roſeau on the 7th of 
September, 1778. This battery has ſome. 
very heavy cannon on it, but the works of it 
are all' gone to decay, and it is " . 
| _y Om | 
Broce's "Hill; which is juſt above Rog, 
has ſeveral fine batteries, with one for mortars, 
commodious | barracks, and ſeveral block= 5 
houſes. It had a fine ſtone ciſtern in the 
time of the French, but which, being built 
xd them, they thought proper to deſtroy and 
3 © him 
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blew it up, a few days before they eva- 
cuated the iſland, thereby rendering it uſe- 
| leſs. However, the aqueduct, by which it 
was ſupplied with water, has been ſince diſ- 
covered, and is of great uſe to that forti- 
| fication, -which is, upon the whole, well cal- 
culated for the defence of the town, when at- 


tacked only from the ſea 3 but being under the ” 
command of other heights above it, it would | 


' ſoon be rendered untenable, was it to be at- 
tacked on the land-fide, as was the caſe the 
laſt war. 1 | 


| Demoulen' 8 Hill fort! is alſo wal mounted 


With cannon, and is other ways well provided 
for the defence of the town; but it is ſubject | 


5 to the ſame i inconveniences as the other fortifi- 


cations, being under the command of the 


wan above it. 


| Theſe are 65 S fortifications in Domi- 
| nica at preſent, except that at Caſhacrou, 
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which is rather a ſignal poſt ; the other bat- 
teries on the ſea-coaſts, at a diſtance from 
Roſeau, being of ſmall importance for the 
defence of the iſland, ſave only the works now _ 
railing at Prince Rupee! 8 _ | x 


This at; is in the cnc of Saint 8 | 
the north-weſt part of the iſland, diſtant about 
ſeven leagues from the town of Raſeau. The 
bay is three miles acroſs, and one and a half 
deep, that is to ſay, from the extremity of 
each point, to the ſhore of the land laid out 
for a town. In this bay the whole of the Bri- 
tiſh navy may fafely ride at anchor all ſeaſons 
of the year, and be well ſupplied with neceſ= 
ſaries not be found at Engliſh harbours in An- 
tigua, or any other part of the Engliſh Weſt 
Indies, the rendezvous of the Britiſh fleet. | It 
is ſurrounded by two high mountains, called 

the Cabrittes ; the inner of which is about 
five hundred, and the outer fix hundred feet 
perpendicular ; both of them are out. of the | 


| reach of other heights, . . 
; | | At 
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At the bottom of theſe mountains, between 
the i inner one and the main land, is a large 
piece of ſwampy ground, upwards of one 
hundred acres in extent; which, if well 
drained, would paſture many cattle, ſheep, 


and other ſtock, for the uſe of the garriſon; 


and the ſtock, feeding under the muzzles of 
the guns, would be ſecure from a ms 
or deſtroyed by the enemy. 


* 


dn after the arrival pe Colonel . 


Fraſer, his Majeſty s chief Engineer for that 
iſland, the Legiſlature of Dominica, wiſhing 


to teſtify their readineſs to co-operate with 


government, in the im portant work of forti- 


fying Prince Rupert s Bay, well knowing that 8 8 


it would be the only effectual means of pre- 
ſerving the ſovereignty of the country to Great 
Britain, they paſſed an act, granting to his 
Majeſty the labour of one hundred: negros, 
for three years, 1 to be paid for my the colony. 


The work was accordin gly began, by cut- 


tin 8 down the trees on the Cabrittes, tracing | 
£ 5 1 roads 
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roads to the tops of chem.” and; draining. the- 


fwamps from which, in a few months; fif- 
teen inches of water was carried off, and it 
was found that they could be effectually 


8 : drained; whereby the healthineſs of fort Shirley; 
which lays between the two Cabrittes, was 
| _ eſtabliſhed. | But on the rumour of a freſh 


1787; the negros ſo granted by the colony 


were withdrawn from Prince Rupert's Bay by 
Governor Orde, who em ployed them on the 


fortifications of Roſeau, particularly on De- 


moullen's Hill, the works of which were the 


firſt began. However, the fortifying the Ca- 
brittes has ſince been re-commenced ; and 
| when completed, there is no doubt but that 
they will be nearly a8 formidable as the rock 

of Gibraltar. | 


At the Ws of about ke miles from 


Rohm, and nine miles from Prince Rupert's 8 
4 00 is the pu Savanna, which alſo might 
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be well fortified, and rendered of great ſervice, - 


| for the defence of the iſland. The Savanna 


is a fine extenſive plain, upwards of a mile in 


extent; is on a tolerable height above the ſea- 
ſhore, and at a great diſtance from the moun- 


tains above it. 


The occupying this 1 by the Engliſh, 


was ſtrongly recommended to the then Eng- 
liſh Miniſtry by General Robert Melville, on 


the commencement of the laſt war with F Annees 


when, had it been adopted, there is every 


reaſon to believe, that Dominica would never 


have been attempted by the French; and it 


SO probable, the reduction of all our other 
ſettlements, in that part of the world, would, 


by this means, have been prevented. 


In the Savanna are large quarries of excel- 


al free- ſtone, fit for every purpoſe of build- 


ing. Of theſe, great quantities were ſent by 
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the French, while the iſland was in their 
| poſſeſſion, to their other ſettlements a to : tha 
|| of Guadeloup in particular, where ſome of 
their churches, and other' capital ſtructures, 
are wholly built of thoſe ſtones, | 


HAP. 
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CHAPTER i 


L 


—— 


THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT, OFFICERS, COURTS, Ax p 


OTHER SUBJECTS RELATIVE TO THEM; ALSO A 
DESCRIPTION OF THE MILITIA OF THAT ISLAND. 


ON the ceſſion of Dominica to Great 


Britain in 1763, the government of the iſland | 


was included in that of Grenada and the Gre- 
nadines, Saint Vincents, and Tobago, under 
General Robert Melville, but afterwards it 
was made a ſeparate government under Sir 
William Young, in which independent ſtate 
it remained till 1778, when the iſland was re- 


duced by the French. Whilſt they poſſeſſed | 
the country, the government of it was the 


fame as that of the other French windward: 


iſlands; but after it was reſtored to England, 


it returned to its former independent govern- 
ment, and in that ſtate it is at preſent. 85 
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The preſent eſtabliſhment conſiſts of a Go- 


vernor and Commander in Chief, Licutenant- 


| governor, Council, Aſſembly, © Magiſtrates, 


and Civil Officers. 


The Chief Governor'is the repreſentative of 1 


the King, General of the forces, Vice Ad- 
| miral, Chancellor, and Ordinary of the iſland. 
He grants all! the militia commiſſions, and 
commiſſions: for fitting out ö privateers 3 gives 


grants of land, renews the'leaſes of 3 mch 
inhabitants, or other leaſcholders of the Kin g3 


and alſo gives grants of poor ſettlers lots. 5 


He grants licences of marriage, licences to 


| ſchool-maſters, and licences: to tavern- keepers, 
or to {ell ſpirituous liquors, to keep gam- 
ing tables, &c. &c. independent of the other 
parts of a Legiſlature. His ſalary is two thou- 
NF ſand pounds current money, which is paid 
in: by the colony, excluſive of what he re- 

_ ceives from the Crown; and alſo excluſive of 
8 fees of hg in are uy conſiderable. 


The 
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The Licutenant-governor 1s allowed no fa- 
lary by the colony, but during the abſence of 


the Commander in Chief, when he takes che 
ſupreme command, but receives only a moiety 


of the falary allowed by the colony to the 
former. In caſe of his death, or abſence during 
| that period, the chief command devolves to 
the ſenior Member of the Council, who then 


becomes Governor in Chief pro tempore, and 


enjoys the like falary as the Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, TN. the time he acts in that 


Capacity. 191 2 1552 


The Council confiſts of twelve Members, 5 


who are appointed by his Majeſty's Writ of 
Privy Seal. Of theſe the Commander in 


Chief has the privilege to chuſe ſeven, to be 


of his Priyy-council ; but the office of 'the 
whole is to affiſt him in the goyernment, and 


to concur with the Houſe of Aſſembly, in 


making and paſſing the laws, Natutes, and or- 
dinances of the colony. 
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The Houſe of Aſſembly of Pee den con- 
fiſts of nineteen Members, who are the repre- 
ſentatives of. the people of the iſland, and are 
| Choſen by votes of the freeholders in each 


pariſh, in conſequence of a writ iſſued for | 
that purpoſe by the Conimander in Chief, to 
the Provoſt Marſhal of the place. Their office 


is, to prepare all public acts of the colony, 


which acts cannot be paſſed without their con- 
currence ; to maintain the rights and privileges 
of their conſtituents, and to promote the hap- 


pineſs of the people of the country, as well 
as the intereſts of the Crown. 


. The Speaker of the Aſſembly's place is of 
great truſt and reſpectability. Nine of the 


Members form a Houſe, where they are at- 
_ tended by a Serjeant at Arms with the mace, 
who acts as Meſſenger, and who, with the Clerk 
of the Afembly, is paid a uy wy by the 


| colon v. 
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The principal civil officers are, the Chief 

| J uſtice, the Judge of the Court of Admiralty, 

King's Attorney-general, | King's Solicitor-ge- 

neral, public Secretary, Regiſter, and Provoſt 
Marſhal, 


The Chief Juſtice of Dominica i is appointed 


- by the Crown, and is a poſt of great honour 


and truſt. His courts are, Common Pleas, 


King's Bench, or Grand Seſſions of the Peace 


at both of which he preſides as Chief Judge. 


He is ao: a Member of the Council, and an 
Aſſiſtant Juſtice of other Courts; his r is 


” His fees of office are very ann A * 


The Judge of the e of A for 


La. . 
2 . 
E 
* 
25 


ſix hundred pounds ſterling per annum, * 


Dominica i is alſo appointed by the Crown, but 


has no falary allowed him, his emoluments 
ariſing only from the condemnation of veſſels 


£: captured from the enemy, or ſuch as are ſeized 


| by the Cuſtom-houſe for carrying on a clan= 
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200 THE HISTORY OF THE 
deſtine trade. He is YT Member of a 
Council, and Aſſiſtant Juſtice of the other 


Courts. 


The King's Attorney- general, and the Soli- 
citor- general, are both appointed by the Crown, 


and have each a ſalary allowed them. The | 
public Secretary and Regiſter, and the Provoſt 


Marſhal enjoy their offices by patent the latter 


acts as Uſher of the Black Rod, and Meſſenger 


of the Council, the public Secretary as Clerk 


to that Board; they have a yearly yy al. 


lowed them by the Sings : 


C A 


There are, We Joins of the Quorum, 


who are all Members of the Council, Juſtices. | 
of the Peace, Coroner, Way-wardens, Town- | 


wardens, and Conſtables in every pariſh of the 
land. The firſt three deſcription of civil 
officers are appointed by commiſſions, under 


the Seal at Arms of the Governor in Chief; 


. Q - 
1 ; 
E 1 * 
' l : the 
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the others are choſen i in turn, every year, at 
the Court of Grand Seffions of the TOS” 
1 THE Courts of Dominica 9 Court of 
Chancery, Ordinary, Vice Admiralty, King's 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Courts of Special 
Seſſions. The firſt five are the ſame as thoſe 
- courts are in England, only that there may be 
appeals from them to thoſe of the mother- 
country; and the Courts of Special Seſſions 
are chiefly to try diſorderly whites, or negros 
guilty of capital crimes; and for fixing the 
ſtandard of bread, meat, fiſh, and other arti- 
cles of the markets. At theſe courts two or 
more Juſtices of the Peace preſide, but one of 
them FR be of the . 


Y: 


; The tedinof office * Dominica, as well as 


in all the Engliſh Weſt India iſlands, are very 
high and burdenſome on individuals, eſpecially 


in ſome departments, where there are alſo 


other juſt cauſes of complaints ; but which | 
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it is not my intention to * notice of parti- 


| cularly at preſent. Theſe exceſſive fees are 


peculiar to the Britiſh government in the Weſt | 
Indies, as it muſt, in juſtice to the F rench, 
be acknowledged, that-there is no ſuch thing 
among them ; and that during the time they 


were in poſſeſſion of Dominica laſt war, nei- 


ther the French chief Governor, nor the 


other civil officers, received any fees from i in- 
dividuals for public buſineſs in their depart- 
ments. Every thing was done gratis; and when 


they heard of a contrary practice under the 

En gliſh government, they expreſſed their diſ- 

. approbation, as a practice not allowed by 
their government. ; : 


* 


The 1 of Dominica is at preſent only 5 


compoſed of foot, and includes all deſcrip- 


tions of white men, and free people of colour, 
from the age of eighteen to fifty years old, 


who are able to bear arms, and have reſided 
thirty days at one time in the iſland. 


0 penalty 
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A penalty of ſix pounds twelve ſhillings is 
impoſed on every one, who neglects or refuſes 


to enliſt himſelf within the time limited; 
which fine is doubled every field day after, 


until actual appearance. A penalty alſo of 


ſixteen ſhillings and ſix- pence is laid for non- 
attendance in the field on field days, after be- 
ing inrolled; and which is doubled every field 
day after, until the defaulter makes his ap- 


pearance. | 7 8 


The = days were formerly the laſt Sa- 
turday i in every mon th, but have been lately 
altered to the firſt Monday, in each month ; 


and ſometimes, in caſes of threatening dan ger, 


ther militia meet every week, or oftener, at the 
_ diſcretion of the Legiſlature. The uniform of 


| the militia infantry is, ſcarlet coats, with facin gs 
and cuffs of black velvet; that of the artillery, 7 


blue turned u p with ſcarlet. Theſe every per- 
ſon is obliged to furniſh himſelf with; but 
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the arms, accoutrements, "_ Aint, Ke. | 
are 60 18 5 Goverfiment. 

None are exempt from ſerving in the mi- 
| Hitia, except the Members of the Council, and 
the public Officers; but thoſe who have borne 
commiſſions in the army, or in the militia, 1 
other iſlands, are not liable to ſerve under the 
rank they were in before, unleſs it can be 
proved they have been broke for miſbchaviour 


or cowardice. 


The militia aff Dominies, previous to the | | 


reduction of the iſland by the F rench, laſt war, 85 
were little inferior in diſci line to regular ; 
troops, eſpecially that part of them which was 
compoſed of Engliſh ſubjects. The defence 
they made on the 7th day of September, 77S; 
ſufficiently convinced the Marquis de Bouille 
that they merited that character, which he ac- 
tually gave them in a very handſome compli- | 
ment that day; but he at the ſame time ex- 


x V 5 Tu; 
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preſſed his aſtoniſhment, on ſeeing the ſmall- 


neſs of their numbers, that they ſhould have 
behaved ſo well, as to prevent him from 
ſubduing the iſland, as he had intended; 
without permitting it the benefit of a GENE 


tulation. 


i 


The militia is, at preſent, in a very reſpect- 


able ſtate; but it would be much more ſo, 
was it to be compoſed only of Engliſh ſub- 
jects; for the French and other foreigners, 
"wap are incorporated therein, from not un- 
5 derſtanding the words of command in Engliſh, 


or from a natural diſlike to the ſervice, pay no 


great attention to it; and in conſequence very 
often throw the whole into diſorder. 


Here it may not be thought improper to ob- 


ſerve, how very diſagreeable this ſervice is to 


the generality of the foreigners, who are inhabi- 15 | 
tants of this iſland ; many of whom have re- 
peatedly offered to pay a certain ſum annually _ 


1 


# 
< © 
1» 

1 

- 5 

* 
FP. | 
"4 

i 


ol 00] 
"IM 
2 
. 
15 
2 
bi 
p * 
+- I 


„„ 
9 , 
% 


I I ace 6 fi l a I 
2 4 
— — — ꝛů˙ — — — — E—«—ô IS, 
* 
, 
o 


— 


206 THE HISTORY or THE 


to be wholly exempt from a duty which they 


cannot be induced to reliſh, unleſs under their 


own. proper government. Beſides, the impro- | 


priety of obliging ſuch perſons to bear arms 


for the defence of a country, where they look 
upon themſelves as only temporary reſidents, 


and liable to be ſeverely puniſhed, ſhould it 


fall into the hands of their. nation, and they 


were to be found bearing the arms of oppoſi- 


tion. And moreover, to force them to learn 


the uſe of arms, might be attended with dan- 


gerous conſequences if they joined with the 
enemy in time of invaſion, or withdrew them- 

-  .. ſelves, as they did before; at any rate they 

can be of no uſe whatever in defence of the 

9 place. | 


The ſubjecting them, therefore, to the pay- 
ment of a certain yearly ſum, inſtead of oblig- 
ing them to appear in the field, to which they 


are ſo greatly: averſe, would be the means of a 


| IR 
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conſiderable ſaving to Government for arms, 


powder, and other articles; and ſome part of it 


might be applied for furniſhing ſuch perſons in 
the militia with regimentals, who can ill afford 
it themſelves. This would be the means of 
having a complete militia in Dominica, wholly 
compoſed of Englith ſubjects, on whom alone 
any dependance can be placed for its defence, 
ſhould it be invaded, and be ſo deſtitute of re- 
gular troops, as when it was taken the laſt War. 
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CHAPTER XI 


' DESCRIPTION OF THE WHITE INHABITANTS, FREE 


PEOPLE OF COLOUR, AND NATIVE INDIANS"'OF THE 
ISLAND; THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, TOGE= 
THER WITH OBSERVATIONS THEREON, 


THE white inhabitants of Dominica are 
compoſed of Engliſh, French, Spaniards, Ita- 
lians, and Genoelſe, who are natives of thoſe 
countries in Europe, or their iſſue; born in the 
Weſt Indies ; ; which latter are called Creoles, 
to diſtinguiſh them from Europeans. There 


are alſo ſome few Americans, white people, 
who are called American refugees, and who 
retired thither after the eſtabliſhment of 
the laſt a and Os” of North 


America. 


The Britiſh inhabitants conſiſt of Engliſh, | 


Scotch, Iriſh, and the faid American refugees, 


who 
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who altogether, including men, women, and 


children, do not exceed the number of fix 
hundred, excluſive of the regular troops ſta- 
tioned there. This is indeed a very ſmall 
number of Engliſh ſubjects for” ſo very large 
and fine an iſland, the value #7 its poſſeſſion 
by Great Britain being thereby conſiderably 
leſſened; for ſo few inhabitants are totally in- 


ſufficient to render it of that importance, which 


. The 8 and manners of the Engliſh 
are much the ſame, as diſtinguiſh the dif- 
ferent deſcriptions of the ſame people in the 
ſeveral parts of Great Britain, from whence 


they came; and * religious io A are . 


alſo the ſame, 


[ \ 


&* 


3 * is 5 to be lamented, that in the 


' prevails a great averſion to forming matrimo- | 


Led connections, as colonization is thereby 
ä | much 
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much impeded, and many evils, to the diſad- 


vantage of the Britiſh empire in that part of 


the world, are thereby greatly promoted. This 


averſion is, in a great meaſure, to be attri- 
buted to the views of the generality of Euro- 
peans, who having ſubmitted to a voluntary 


exile, which they ſuppoſe is to be only for a fer 
years, flatter themſelves they ſhall ſoon return 


wealthy to their own countries. Buoyed u p 


& with theſe notions, they look upon matrimony 


as a bar to their expectations; and in the 
mean time, content themſelves with the com- 
pany of a mulatto or negro miſtreſs, who 
brings them a ſpurious race of children, the 
maintenance of whom, together with the ex- 


travagance of their ſable mothers, ſoon diſſi- 
pates the firſt ſavings of their keeper's hard- 
= earned wealth. When, as often is the caſe, _ x 


worn out by the climate, or other diſaſters, 


. they at laſt ſee their folly, but ene, too 


late to prevent its conſequences. Ed 
But 
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But were ſuch adventurers only to conſider, 


how few who go to the Weſt Indies live to 


acquire affluence, or ever return to their own 
countries; together with the ſuperior advan- 
tage to be derived from the ſociety of a wife 


and children of their own colour, it is pro- 


bable, that ſo many would not decline an 
eligible fituation for proſpects that are 10 


uncertain. | 


That which renders this «ei: to at 


mony the more remarkable is, that the gene 


rality of the Engliſh white women in the Weſt 
Indies are as lovely as in any part of the world 


beſides, make as goods wives, tender mothers, 


and as agreeable companions. It is true, they 
| are not ſo remarkable for that pleafing florid 


complexion, which is peculiar to the ſex in 


England; but they have in common as clear 


white ſkins, are as delicately and well featured 
women as in any part of the creation; and 


they are remarkable for domeſtic qualifications, 
| P:z .. + -*  -: eſpecially 
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212 THE HISTORY OF THE | 
eſpecially for being fine, neat workers at the 
needle, and making the beſt Gs as well as 


economiſts, 


7 FA proof of their conjugal fidelity, ſuch 
a thing is. hardly to be heard of as a Creole : 
woman undergoing that ignominious trial for 
: crim. con. ſo frequent in the more polite coun- 
tries of Europe, where alſo it is too common 
for the women to form connections with negro 
men. This laſt is a thing ſo very odious in 
55 the opinion of Creole white women in general, 


E that the moſt profligate of them would ſhud- 


der at the bare idea of ſubmitting to it; and 
there is hardly to be produced an inſtance of 
the kind i in the Weſt Indics. 


| Withal, fo very remarkable: are fol - Engliſh 
Creole women for ſobriety and chaſtity, that 
in the firſt inſtance very few of them drink 
any thing but water, or beverage of lime juice, 
e and Hrup; ; "i: in 9 latter, that 
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there are few of them to be ſeen among the 
looſe wantons of the ſex in the Weſt Indies ; 
the generality of the white women of that 
deſori ption being actually compoſed of adven- 
turers from Europe, or of ſuch as have fol- 
| lowed the army and navy to the iſlands, 
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This laſt circumſtance 1s, -in my opinion, a 

clear refutation of that too generally received 
notion, that women in particular, in warm 
climates, are given to inordinate defires ; and 
Proves to a demonſtration, that ſuch paſſions 

are not owing to the climate, but rather to a 
too warm conſtitution, which, aided by luxury, 
too often gives itſelf up to ſatisfying its own | 
depraved appetites, againſt every ſenſe of de- | 
—_ and conſideration of _— 
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Theſe obſervations hed me to the diſcuſ- 

| fion of another ſubject, of equal import- 
"ance 5 namely, that of education peculiar to 
barn [RO Weſt India iſlands. This, 
* 3 Hog | 
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214 THE HISTORY or THE 
although it is a taſk which I am by no means 
competent to, yet I ſhall be happy, if the 


few obſervations here offered are of the leaſt 


uſe to the riſing generation in that ym of the 


_ Britiſh dominjons. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that in the Engliſh | 
Welt Indies education 1s, in general, too little 
attended to, owing, in a great meaſure, to the 
prejudices of the generality of parents, who, 
coming themſelves from Europe, fancy there is 

no poſlibility of getting a good education in 
© any other part of the world. N 


Prepeſſeſcd with this notion, their . 
endeavours are to accompliſh it for the benefit | 
of their children; who, in the mean time, 


are uſually put under the care of ſome old 
woman, or perſon of the other ſex, equally as 
unqualified to teach them, merely for the pur- 

pole of keepin g the children out of the way. 


But it is often the caſe, that after ſeveral years 


have been 5 by a child under ſuch tutors, 


ſome 


} 


7 


having outgrown the proper ſeaſor 


parent is able to acco 


it is a general remark in 


ISLAND OF DOMINICA. 21 5 


ſome | unexpected misfortune happens to the 
parent, who is rendered as unable to afford the 

expence of ſending his children to Europe, and 
5 paying the neceſſary contingencies of ſchooling 


there, as he was when they firſt came into the 
world; or too much time is required to enable 


him to accompliſh his purpoſe. 


\ 


The conſequences are obvious, for the child ; 


ing any material benefit ion, it an- 


ſwers very little purpoſe, if at that time the 
liſh his deſire. And 
Weſt Indies, that 
of ſuch as have been ſent t Europe for edu- 
cation after a certain period, few have returned 
thither as accompliſhed as many, who have 
had only a moderate ſchooling in the iſlands ; 


and ſcarcely any, without having his morals 


corru upted. 


To: this ſo prevalent practice i in parents, of 
ca their children to Europe for education, 
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it is owing, that there are fo very few good 
1 ſchool- maſters, or other proper perſons, to 
form the minds of youth in the Engliſh * 
iſlands ; as. the encouragement for ſuch is ſo | 
very trifling, that it Is ſeldom worth a man's 
while to attempt it. Whereas, was the con- 
trary practice more in uſe, there is no doubt 
but that education would be as attainable in 
the Weſt Indies, as in any part of Europe, | 
and at a much bes: expence. 


The! French inhabitants of Dominica are 
more numerous than the Engliſh; and as be- 
fore obſerved, have the moſt valuable coffee 
plantations in that iſland. Their manners and 
cuſtoms differ but little from the people in the . 
other French iſlands | and their religion is the 
Ge * my are all Rae wu, ; 


— 


They have 880 chapels. in the and; 0 
the principal one is in the town of Roſeau. This 
is built of wood, and is neatly ornamented in 


| the inſide with an en hangings, paint- 
4 | ings, 


© 18LAND OF DOMINICA, 219 
ings, and images of the Virgin Mary and 
other ſaints, baptiſmal font, and pews. ' Here 
their bells are continually tinkling for prayers, 


eſpecially on Sundays and holidays, which laſt 


are ſo very numerous, that they generally occur 
three or four times every week; when great 
numbers of the F rench, both white and co» 
loured people, regularly attend their ns 


The revenues of this clin; and of the 
miniſters thereof, principally” ariſe from the 
rents of a large lot of land on which it is 


built; and which was granted by the Engliſh | 


Commiſſioners, in 1763, to the French in- 
| habitants for that purpoſe, on leaſe for ninety- 
nine years. Great part of this land is let out 

for the remainder of the term yet to ex- 
pire; and thereon are built ſeveral good houſes, 


the owners of which pay a yearly aſſeſſed part 


of the rent of the fame, excluſive of the firſt 


coſt of the leaſe of each lot on which the 


. houſes are built. 
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The French prieſts in Dominica are ap- 
pointed by ſu periors in the iſland of Marti- 


nique; to the government of which iſland, 


and to the laws of their own nation, they 


conſider themſelves to be reſponſible, 


The Spaniſh inhabitants of this end. are 
not very numerous, being only compoſed of 


renegados from their own ſettlements, and 
are no great credit to this; but are ſuffered to 
remain there, by frequently taking the oaths 


of allegiance to his Britannic Majeſty, on 


| their paying a certain ſum each time. This 


they ſadly complain of; but they do not mind 


the oath, as was evident on the day of attack 
by the F rench ; for on that day ſeveral of them 55 


Joined their countrymen arrived from Marti- | 


nique, and with large knives and piſtols ſtuck 


in their belts, were ready to aſſiſt to plunder 
and murder the Engliſh inhabitants, had the 
inyaſion been made in the night, 


The 
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The Italians and Genoeſe are alſo but few, 


and are chiefly employed in cutting down. the 


trees on the plantations that are in woods : 
ſome of them carry about the country articles | 
of grocery, tobacco, and other matters, which 
they diſpoſe of principally to negros on eſtates; 
by which means they make a god liveli- 
hood. | 


ent: other free inhabitants of this iſland : 


are free meſtiffs, free mulattos, free negros, 


: and native ee 


The free people of colour are chiefly of 
French extraction, and moſt of them came 


from the iſlands of that nation; from whence 

they have retired on account of the ſeverity of 
the French laws, which prohibit them from 
wearing ſhoes, ſtockings, ornaments, or any 
dreſs after the faſhion of white e 1 
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1 hey are, in general, | very idle and in- 


folent; the females uſually follow the occu- 
pations of paſtry-cooks and huckſters, to the 
I great detriment of more induſtrious 'poor | 


white people, and will often get credit for 


articles in their way of buſineſs when the 


latter cannot; but being in general young 
erſons of the ſex, they contrive to pay their 


debts very ſatisfactorily to ſome merchants. 


There are, however, ſome few of them who 


are natives of the iſland, who have good cof- 


fee plantations, and are very civil and cour- 


teous. 


* 


The free people of colour are remarkably 


fond of dreſs and dancing; for the enjoyment 
of both which they will ſacrifice every thing | 
that is valuable in their poſſeſſion. Dancing . 
is the chief part of their amuſements, their 
Preparations for which are commonly very ex- . 
| penſive ; their ladies being uſually dreſſed in ſilks, 


filk ſtockin gs and ſhoes ; buckles, bracelets, and 
JJ 
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rings of gold and Glver, to a dt = 


value. Their entertaiments, on theſe occa- 


ſions, are alſo very expenſive, their gueſts be- 
ing treated with every thing of the beſt, Theſe 


meetings ſometimes laſt for two or three 


days together, during which they dance the 
whole time almoſt; but it ſeldom hap- 
pens that their balls conclude without broken 
heads, bloody noſes, or ſome © ny of perfect 5 


n 


The . natives of Dominica, are de- 


ſeended from the ancient inhabitants, who 


were found there when this iſland was firſt 


©: diſcovered by Europeans, and are the people 
by properly called“ Caribbes.” Of theſe there 


are not more than twenty or thirty families, 
who have their dwellings on the eaſt part 


of the iſland, at a great diſtance Som n, 
1 where 5 fine are ſeldom ſeen. „ 
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222 THE HISTORY or THE 
They are of a clear copper colour, have 
long, ſleek, black hair on their heads ; their 
perſons are ſhort, ſtout, and well made; but 
they disfigure their faces by preſſing flat their 
noſes, which is done in their infancy. They 


are a very quiet, inoffenſive people, ſpeak a 


language of their own, and F rench, but none 
of them Fi OO. | 


They live chiefly by Sihing in the rivers and 


the ſea, or by fowling in the woods, at both 5 


of which they are very expert with their bows 5 
and arrows. They will kill the ſmalleſt bird 


With an arrow, or transfix a fiſh at a great 
depth in the ſea; and are very ſerviceable to 
the planters near their ſettlement, whom they 


chiefly ſupply with fiſh and game. They are 
alſo very ingenious, making curious wrought : 


panniers, or baſkets c of filk Lech or the bark | 
of, trees. 


I 
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Ip is much to. be regretted, that ſince this 


iſland has been in the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, 
ſo little pains have been taken to cultivate an 
union with theſe people, as they might be ca- 


pable of eſſential ſervice to its internal ſecurity, 


eſpecially againſt the accumulation of runaway 


negros in the time of peace; and in war they 
might be induced to join in its defence, ſhould . 


5 Þ be invaded. Yet they are permitted to roam 
| wherever their fancies lead them, as much un- 
noticed as if no ſuch people were in exiſtence. 

They are men as well as we, are born with 


the ſame degree of ſenſibility ; and by proper 
encouragement, might be of material benefit 


to a country which was originally their own. 
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0 HA PTER XI, 


„ "1m & * _ 


OF THE NEGRO SLAVES OF THIS ISLAND, THEIR RE. 

BELLION AND REDUCTION THERE; TOGETHER 
- WITH THE USAGE, MANNERS, CUSTOMS, AND CHA 
RACTERS OF THOSE PEOPLE IN GENERAL IN THE | 


WEST INDIES». 


THE OED in Dominica, under the de- 
feription of ſlaves, are between fifteen and fix- 
teen thouſand ;- but not more than one half of 
tat number belongs to the Engliſh inhabi- 
tanks, whoſe plantations in particular are but 
thinly furniſhed with them. This is owing 
to a variety of cauſes ; and among others, to 
the rather im prudent cdndudt of ſome of the h 
"firſt Engliſh ſettlers, after the country was 
ceded to Great Britain. 
Many of them brought negros who had 
only been in the capacity of domeſtics; ſome, 


thoſe that were baniſhed from other iſlands for 
their 
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5 their crimes, and others purchaſed negros juſt 

brought from Africa, for the purpoſe of ſettling 
their new eſtates. _ Theſe were immediately ſet 
to work, to cut down maſſy, hard wood trees, 
to lop and burn the branches, clear the 
ground of the roots, and to labour at difficult, 
though neceſſary buſineſs, for which they 
were by no means qualified. 


The conſequences of theſe great miſtakes 
ſoon after appeared, for the domeſtic and new 

| negros labouring in ſuch work a8 they were 
not uſed to, in a climate, which, from the 
abundance of its woods, was ſo unſettled, that 
it rained greateſt part of the year; whilſt they 
had only temporary huts covered with the 
branches and leaves of trees to ſhelter them in 
at night, and were ſubject to many inconve- 
niences in the day- time this very uncomfort= 
able ſituation occaſioned the death of numbers, 5 
and cauſed others to run away into the woods, 
where many of them periſhed, = — 8 
„„ . 1 
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The increaſe of runaway negros alſo owes 

its origin, in a great meaſure, to the im- 
politic conduct of ſome of the firſt Engliſh | 
| ſettlers : for, during the neutral ſtate of this 
Hand, a number of French and Spaniards had 
ſettled themſelves on the moſt fertile parts of . 
the ſea-coaſts, and had raiſed to themſelves 
very fine ſugar and coffee - eſtates. Among 
theſe were ſome Jeſuits, who having ſugar 
N plantations on the ſouth-eaſt part of the iſland, 

they difpoſed of the ſame, together with the 
Negros on them, to ſome of the Engliſh new 
ſettlers. . 


Many of the negros ſo purchaſed fm 
ths Jeſuits, either from their attachment to 

them, or diſlike to their new maſters, ſoon after 
betook themſelves to the woods with their 
wives and children, where they were. joined, 
from time to time, by. others. from different 
eſtates. There * ſeereted themſelves for a 


number 


98 


Ce 
\ 
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- number of years, formed companies under dif- 
; ferent chiefs, built good houſes, and planted 


gardens in the woods, where they raiſed poul- 


try, hogs, and other ſmall ſtock, which, with 


| what the ſea, rivers, and woods affluded: and 
what they got from the negros they had inter- 
courſe with on the plantations, they lived very 
comfortably, and were ſeldom diſturbed in 


their haunts. 


| They w were not, 8 often guilty of any 
material miſchief, and had never committed 


murder till the reduction of the iſland by the 


French; but ſoon after that happened, the 


2 depredations of the runaways began to be of a 
more ſerious nature; for they robbed, and de- 


ſtroyed the pro perty, and at length killed ſome 


5 * the Engliſh inhabitants. EE te 


To the commiſtion of theſe caring outrages, 
they were greatly encouraged. by the Marquis 
. | Dachilleay, hos! as before mentioned, had 
a | __— 
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actually engaged with them for defending the 
Hand; for which purpoſe he gave them the 
muſkets and bayonets which he took from the 
Engliſh inhabitants, with powder and balls; 

and alſo furniſhed them with the ſame provi- 
ſions as was allowed to the French ſoldiers. 


The runaways, at firſt, only robbed the 
Engliſh plantations of ground proviſions, plan- 
tains, bananas, and ſmall ſtock ; but at laſt 

| they had the audacity to kill and carry away 
the cattle, and to plunder and ſet fire to the 

| buildings on 1 the as 1 f 


b The firſt Amade of their committing mur- 
deer happened on a plantation, where a Mr. 
Hugh Gould was the manager; and who, on 
their coming there to rob, as they had done 
ſeveral times before, thought proper to N : 


is nr and actually drove them away. Ex- 
| alperated at this oppoſition, they a few days | 
— after returned i in ue — with a deter- 
7 | mination 
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mination to kill him; but he, fortunately for 
him, being gone from the eſtate on buſi- 
neſs, eſeaped their vengeance. H owever, 
their bloody intentions were not to be diſap- 
pointed, and though miſſing their object, they 
were reſolved to give a ſample of their formid- 


able power, and they actually murdered a Mr. 
Grahame, who reſided with the manager as a 
companion. Him they ſhot on his knees, as 


he was begging for mercy, uſing him in the 
moſt ſhocking, barbarous manner while he 


was dying; and after ſtripping the houſe of 
comy thing of value, they ſet it on fre. : 


; 3 at this a0 g viele dent of che | 


_ runaway negros, the Engliſh inhabitants on 


the neighbouring eſtates, apprehenſive of their 


own danger, applied to the Marquis Duchil- 


eau for protection, to grant them arms, with 
liberty to defend themſelves, and to apprehend | 
the runaways who had murdered a white man. 
Theſe dere were, however, refuſed by that 

Q 3 | Governor, | 
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| Governor, and he actually threatened, that 
if they dared to attempt any thing againſt 


thoſe people he would impriſon them, or 
ſend them off the iſland ; at the {ame time, 


he acknowledged that che e were we 
friends, | | 


They, encouraged by this uncommon con- 
duct of this French Governor, were afterwards 
fearleſs of any miſchief they did, coming in 
large bodies, all armed with muſkets, bayo- 
nets, and cutlaſſes, on what plantations they 
ä thought proper to rob, in the open day. e 
they often came in the ſame manner, with 
cConk ſhells blowing and French colours flying, 
| cloſe to the town of Roſeau in the day-time, 
and i in ſight of the French ey: | 


Driven to the greateſt diſtreſs, und in | dread- 

:-..of bein g deſtroyed by thoſe cruel wretches, 

the Engliſh planters, on the Interior planta- 
trons, were conftrained to abandon "_ eſtates, | 
and 
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and to retire with their families to Roſcan, as 
the only means of ſaving their lives, leaving 
their property to the merey of the run- 


aways. 


After they had done conſiderable miſchief, 1 
but were ſtill purſuing their deſtructive ope- 
rations againſt the Engliſh inhabitants, unno- 
ticed by the Marquis Duchilleau, it was found 
neceſſary to petition the Marquis de Bouille at 
Martinico, ſetting forth the diſtreſſed ſituation 
of the Engliſh planters 1 in this iſland ; praying 
for arms, with permiſſion to defend themſelves 
againft the runaway negros, and to endeavour 
to apprehend ſuch of them as had been guilty | 
of murder. | 


In conſequence of this petition, the Mar- 
quis de Bouille gave directions to the Governor 
of Dominica, to give arms to ſuch of the 
Engliſh as were on the plantations, to endea- 
vour to put a ſtop to the ſanguinary and 
Q4 _. thocking 


| 


9— — — — — 
— 
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ſhockin g ravages committed againſt them, and 


to ſend out parties in the woods to apprehend 


the runaways, in order to their being nag | 
for ſuch daring crimes. 


"Theſe orders of the Marquis were accord- 


ingly put into execution; and though attended 


with no material ſervice, in point of reducing the 


runaways, yet were the means of preventing, 
in a great meaſure, their further depredations, 
till after the iſland was reſtored to the Engliſh. 


However, at times, they ſtill robbed the eſtates 


of proviſions ; eſpecially plantations that were 
nigh their camps in the woods, yet not in 


ſo darin ga manner as they had done heretofore, | 


; doing it generally. in the moſt ſecret manner, : 


in the night-time, when they were under no 


dread of being apprehended. | 


This dread was, however, not occaſioned 
by any apprehenſions of being oppoſed by the 
W 8 * as afterwards appeared; 

e . „ 
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but from that of the parties, who uſed at 


times to be ſent out after them in the woods, 
But theſe latter being compoſed only of people 


of colour, were no ways induſtrious in that 


ſervice, and actually never apprehended one of 


them. In this reſpe&, however, an Engliſh 
manager of a plantation, Mr. John Tombs, 
had much greater ſucceſs; for on the runaways 


coming to rob the eſtate on which he lived, he 
oppoſed them, and aQually took * aa them 


SG 


But being apprehenſive, that thoſe who 
eſcaped being taken might, with others, take 
an opportunity to revenge the loſs of their 
| companions and booty, he contrived to learn 


their intentions, by means of a truſty negro 


belonging to the eſtate, whom he ſent into 
the woods, as if he were a runaway his, 
on account of bad uſage. 


Mr. Tombs having procured ſeveral blun- 
derbuſſes and muſkets for the occaſion, in- 
| ſtructed 
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ſtructed the other negro men of the plantation 


in their uſe; exerciſing them for ſeveral days 


previous to the intended attack, which he 
was informed, by his faithful ſpy, was to be 
made on ſuch a day, in the night-time, when 


dhe runaways thought to take him in bed, and 
intended putting bim to death in a moſt cruel 
manner. 


1 5 They accordingly made their attempt on the a 
very day he was adviſed of, comin g in great 
numbers, about midnight, to the eſtate, with 


; expectations of glutting their vengeance. Fear- 
ful of giving the alarm, or making their ap- 


Proach known, as ſoon as they came out of 


the woods, near the borders of the eſtate, they 


extinguiſhed their lighted flambeaux, march- 


ing filently along in the road that lead 


to the manager's houſes: wholly * — 


five of _ 
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As ſoon as they had put out their lights, 
their guide, the faithful ſpy, left them, and 
joined his maſter, acquainting him of their 

approach, and; with thoſe that were with 
him, immediately on hearing the trampling of 
the feet of. the runaways, fired a ſmart volley 
from their blunderbuſſes and muſkets ,among-- 


them. 


This unexpected diſcharge, ſo ſeaſonably 
made, put the aſſailants into great confu- 
ſion; from which however recovering, they 
returned the fire for ſome time, but ſo uncer- : 


tain and irregular, that it did no execution. 
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| This was, however, not the caſe from the fire 
of Mr. Tombs and his party, as was evident 
from the cries and groans heard among the 
runaways, who were at laſt obliged to betake 
themſelves to flight ; yet they took their killed | 
and wounded into the woods with them. 42 


It is remarkable, that on this. occaſion nei- 
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hurt by the fire from the runaways, although 
this conflict with them laſted near half an 
| hour, Whilſt, on the other fide, there could 
be no doubt but that they ſuffered conſider- 
ably, both in killed and wounded, from the 


great quantity of blood ſeen on the ſpot, and 


traced to the woods, the next morning; but 
the number of either was never afterwards 
| known, the runaways havin g adopted the 


Re of the F b in that . 


This action was greatly to che credit of 


Mr. Tombs, and was of eminent ſervice at 
that time to the Engliſh planters of the iſland; 


as the runaways finding how much it was in 
the power of a ſingle white man of reſolu- 


tion to oppoſe them, afterwards kept them- 


ſelves pretty peaceable, till the French quitted 
poſſeſſion of the country. But ſhortly after 


that happened they re-commenced their depre- 
duations, notwithſtandin g ſeveral proclamations 
were Ad by the Legiſlature of the iſland, 


6 1 : _— 
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offering a pardon to all that would ſurrender 
themſelves, except ſuch as had been guilty of 
murder. 


To theſe proclamations the runaways paid 
no manner of attention; but on the contrary, 
they bid defiance to every meaſure, and had 
the audacity to threaten, they would repel any 
; attempts to be made to reduce them, In 
conſequence of this obſtinacy of theirs, and 
their ſtill continued acts of miſchief on the 
. plantations, an act of the colony Was paſſed | 
for raiſing a fund, to be applied to the pur- 
poſe of forcing them into ſubjection. This 
act was made to be in force for three years, 
commencing in 1785, and was made by way 
of tax in the following manner, that is to ſay, 
1 d. 
10 0 © Per cent. on the aſſeſſed ER of” 
rent on all houſes in the towns. 
5 0 0 Per cent. on the aſſeſſed value of 
rent on all vacant lots. 
16 10 © Per 
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© Per annum to be paid by all prac- | 


titioners of phyſic in the iſland. 
o Per annum to be paid a all prac- 


titioners of the law. 5 


o Per annum to be paid hy each mer- 


. chant. 
- Per annum to. be re 1 oo 

| vendue maſter, tavern-keeper, &c. 
o Per annum to be paid by each mer- 

chant or ſhop-keeper (aliens.) | 


o Per annum to be paid by each ma- 


nager and overſeer of plantations 
in the iſland, whoſe ee was 
200l. per annum. N 


0 > Per annum to be paid by ch ma- 


nager and overſer, whoſe ſalary 
was 100l. per annum. 

| Per annum to be paid by every other 

| white man in the iſland, 


© per annum to be paid by each male : 


* 


© perſon of colour, | 
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. 4. 


2 10 o Per cent. on all merchandize. 
2 10 0 Per cent. on all goods ſold at vendue. 


1 © o Per annum for every negro ſlave, 
tradeſman or porter. | 


o 10 o Per annum for every houſe negro 
| and ſlave on the plantations. : 


© 1 o O Per annum for every hogſhead of 
ſugar made in the iſland. 
„ Per annum for every tierce of ſu gar. 
0 6 3 © Per annum for every barrel of ſugar. 
o 8 3 Per annum for every hogſhead of 
coffee. Vo 
8 5 o Per annum for every tierce of coffee. 
0 3 0 Per annum for every barrel of coffee. 
0 1 0 Per annum for every 100 5 of 2 
e ooh in bets. 


6 o Per | 
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1 


© 6 OO Per annum for every hogſhead of 
rum. | 105 
4 6 Per annum for every tierce of rum. 


© 3 o Per annum for every barrel of rum. 


The next ſtep taken by © the Lene for 


reducing the runaways to obedience was, to 
reiſe a body of colony legions, compoſed of 
white men, free people of colour, and able 
negro men belonging to the different planta- 
tions, for the purpoſe of ſending them after 


the runaways into the woods. Three ſeparate 


encampments, formed by theſe legions, were 
eſtabliſned near the haunts of the runaways, | 

: againſt whom operations were immediately 5 
commenced; but it was a long time before 
any material ſervice could be effected againſt | 

them z they, in the mean while, committing 


the 
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the moſt daring outrages on the plantations.— 
The number of perſons, of which the legion 


was compoſed, was about five hundred, un- 


der the command of officers of the zoth regi- 


ment of foot, at chat time ſtationed in the 
iſland; theſe officers, with ſeveral foldiers of 
the ſame regiment, became volunteers in that 
| ſervice, and had extra pay from the colony ; ; 
the pay of each perſon e on the o- 
caſion bein g as n EO 


Captain 1 13 © 
| Lieutenant 1 4 9 

Serjeant O 120 
9 e per dy. 

31 

6 


Corporal o 
Private o 8. 3 
Surgeon 0 16 6 
Carriers O 3 of 


The runaways fully acquainted with the 
meaſures taken 1 them, , yet confiding i in 
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* 


the ſtrength of their numbers, and the diff 1-, 
cult acceſs to their camps in the woods, 
made no offer to ſurrender themſelves ; but 
rather ſeemed determined to abide by the conſe- 
quences, and deriding the attempt of redue- 


0 ing them by force, threatetied to do {till greater 
| miſchiefs. They accordingly did as they. had 
| threatened, beginning their attack on the 


plantation of Thomas Oſborn, Eg. coming, 


| there in the night,” and. doing conſiderable r, 
mage; in drawing off ſome rum by the light 
of their torches, it eaught fire, which being 
communicated to che buildings on the chate, 


burnt them down to the ground. 


Their next attack \ was "Rog after « on a ſugar | 
plantation at Rofalie, belonging to the. Licu- 
tenant-governor and other perſons in England. | 
There they came alſo i in the night-time, mur- | 


dered Mr. Gamble, the manager, Mr. Arm- 
ſtrong, carpenter, Mr. Hatton, and Mr. Lile, 
the overſeers, together with, the chief negro 


7 | driver 
; 7 
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driver belonging to the eſtate. Having glutted 
themſelves with murdering theſe perſons, after 
ſtripping them of their cloaths, they ſet firg 
round the bodies 3 doing the ſame to the ſugar 
works, principal buildings, and canes; and 
committing other conſiderable damages, to the 


amount of ſeveral thouſand pounds, 


Elated with their ſucceſs, and having fa- 
tiated themſelves for that time with murder, 
plunder, and devaſtation, they retired to the 
dwelling-houſe on the eſtate, where they re- 
galed on the ſtock, proviſions, and liquors 
they found in plenty, their chiefs being ſerved 
in the filver veſſels of the Lieutenant-governor, 
which, together with other valuable articles, to 
a great amount, they afterwards carried away 
with them. On this plantation they con- 
tinued two days, riotting and revelling, blow | 
ing conk ſhells and huzzaing, as for a great 
victory, having taken the precaution to ſtop el 6 5 
up the roads to the eſtate by felling large trees, | 
Jan Ra and 
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and placing centinels to give them notice; in 


caſe of the approach of the legions. 


The latter were, at the ſame time, in their 
encampments in the woods, while the run- 
aways were committing theſe horrid tranſac- 


tions, the knowledge of which was firſt brought 
to Roſeau, where it produced the greateſt con- 


fternation, as it did alſo throughout the iſland. 


This matter occaſioned the legions to be greatly 


blamed for their want of attention to their 
duty; as there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe, 


that had they been more diligent in their ſearch 
after the runaways, they would never have 


dared to commit ſuch. wanton miſchiefs, or. 
might have been apprehended in the act. 
It was not, however, ſo much the fault of 


the legions, as it was of the chief managers 
of the buſineſs; who being but little ac- 
quainted with the ſituation of the woods, had : 
| fo diſpoſed the ſtations of the three encamp- 
ments, that they were unable to do any. effec-. 
| : . tual 


* 


7 


tual ſervice and it is probable, that the run 


aways would never have been reduced, in the 


manner they were ſoon after, had it not been 


for the exertions of ſome private perſons, who 
materially promoted it. | 


| Of theſe; a Mr. John Richardſon deſerves | 


to be noticed, as having ſeveral times offered 


his ſervices for the purpoſe, which had been 


rejected ; yet, grieving to ſee the buſineſs ſo 


very ill managed, he formed a plan, to ſhew 


how eaſy it was to reduce the runaways, by 
boldly attacking them in their camps. 


As he was a carpenter, he was employed to 


rebuild the works lately deſtroyed by the run- 
aways on the Roſalie eftate ; and being at 
work there, it happened that a party of the le- 


gions called there in the way to their camp, 


in order to refreſh themſelves, Mr. Richard- 


ſon prevailed on them to accompany him, 


for the purpoſe of attacking a principal run- 


R 3 85 away 
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away chief, whoſe name was Balla, who 
was the commander of their late expedition 
againſt that eſtate; and whoſe haunt Mr. Ri- 
chardſon very well knew, having a 11 while 
before attacked him there. 


Mr. Richardſon having ſtrengthened this 
party, with the addition of ſome truſty negro 
men of the eſtate, they ſet out one evening on 
their expedition, and having travelled all night 
through the woods, wading through rapid ri- 
vers, croſſing over ſteep mountains, and en- 
countering many difficulties in their way, by 

noon the next day they came to the mountain 
| whereon was the encampment. of Balla. This 
they aſcended with great difficulty, it being | 
cut into ſteps of a great height above cach 
other, which had been done by the runaways 
for their own convenience, as being the only 
| poſſible 1 mw to aſcend the mountain. . 
Theſe ſteps the party were obliged to go u p, | 


one aſter the other, and to have their muſkets 8 
handed a 
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handed to them, the one on the upper, by 8 


him on the ſtep below, till they were all 


. aſcended. Mr. Richardſon was the firſt on 
the landing- place on the top of the mountain, 


Where hiding himſelf among ſome buſhes, he 


perceived the runaways going in and out of 


their houſes, preparing their dinners, little ex- 
pecting ſuch troubleſome gueſts. As ſoon as 


the whole of the party had joined him, they 
ruſhed on towards the houſes, - ſhouting and 


keeping up a briſk firing from their muſkets 


-on the runaways ; who, in the greateſt diſ- 


may and confuſion, betook themſelves to flight, 


_ throwing themſelves down the ſteep ſides of 


the mountain, in their hurry to get out of the 
way, by which it is ee that e of 
n were killed. 


— 


The par having thus Lies poſſeſſion of 


the wanne camp, immediately began to de- 
ſtroy it, by ſetting fire to the houſes; but 
54 in ſearching: them previous thereto, they found 
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ſome women and 8 among whom was 
a ſon of Balla's, who, with the reſt, they took 
priſoners. Whilſt ſearching the houſes, the 
runaways on the oppoſite mountain, on which 
they had retired, having recovered a little from 
their fright, and probably diſcerning the ſmall 
number of the party, | made ſeveral attempts to 
return and recoyer their camp, keepin g | up a 
ſmart firing for ſome time, from the place they 
were on. But they were diſcouraged by a well. 
timed thought of Mr. Richardſon' 8, who, as as 
often as they ſeemed determined to return, called 
out the names of the different commandin g of- 
ficers of the legions to attack the runaways, 
To the right or left, according to the ſide 


on which they kept firing from the oppoſite 


mountain. This had the deſired effect, making 
them believe they were ſurrounded by the le- 
| gions ; ; the apprehenſions of which cauſed the 
runaways to abandon the place with the ſame 7 
5 precipitation they had quitted their camp, leav- 


in gi it in e poſing of 8 party. 
| The 
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N 12 latter then had leiſure to do their bu- 
fineſs, and to examine the reſt of the houſes, 
which they found well furniſhed with provi- 


ſions, a vaſt quantities of cloaths, valuable ar- 


ticles of furniture, and ſeveral other things, 
which they had ſtolen from the different plan- 


tations. Such articles of value as they could 
carry the party took with them, after deſtroying 


ſuch as the fire could not injure, and burning 
the houſes, they deſcended with their priſoners, 

and returned home in  fafety, none of the "wy 
being hurt on the occaſion, 


3 his was a capital ohink to the runaways, 
id reflects great honour on Mr. Richardſon 
as by his means it was, in a great meaſure, that 


the runaways were at that time reduced. For 


after this action they diſperſed, and were ſo much 


diſheartened, that they never afterwards dared to 
aſſemble in any great numbers together ; but 


flying from place to place in the woods, were 
either killed, taken, or ſurrendered themſelves; 
and this noted chief, Balla, ſoon after fell into 
0 F the 
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the hands of a party of the legions, by whom 
| he w was killed, 5 


T he runaway negros how ſince then, been 

ſeldom heard of in Dominica; for thoſe that 
were there under another chief, named F arcel . 
it is imagined have quitted the iſland, and 
have retired among the French ſettlements, — 
among the Carribbees at Saint Vincent's. 


It is computed, that the number of them 
that were killed, taken, or that ſurrendered, 
during this conteſt, was about one hun- 
dred and fifty. The expences of the co- 
lony, on this occaſion, Was upwards of fifty 


* Since this work has been 45 to the preſs, advice has 
been received from Dominica, that the runaways, under 
the command of this chief, having been joined by a num, 
ber of other negro ſlaves, from different plantations of the 
French inhabitants, have again commenced depredations 
of a moſt ſerious nature in that iſland, | To this the re- 
| port further mentions, they have been encouraged by the 
diſturbances which at preſent prevail in the iſland of Mar- 
tinique, occaſioned by the late revolution in France, But 
the particulars of this new rebellion of the negros in Do- 
minica have not yet come to the knowledge of the 72 55 
| wen ſuſncient autheRecity for infar tion. 


VV thouſand 
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| Hook pounds current money of the iſland ; 
a ſum ſo conſiderable, that it appears hardly 

credible how, or in what manner it was 

raiſed and applied. The firſt I have endea- 


voured to give ſome idea of in the former part | 


of this chapter; and for the ſatisfaction of the 
reader, ſhall here give' a ſtatement of the 
firſt year's amount of the taxes, which were 


raiſed for this particular purpoſe ; that is to 


ſay, from the Iſt of May, 178 5, to _ iſ of 
"wu 1786, as follows: 3 


Amount of tax on 4702 hogſ- 
| heads of ſugar, at los. each 2351 0 © 
Ditto on Ie tierces of ditto, d | 
at 68. ach — 191.6 © 
Ditto on 745 barrels of ditto, | 

at 38. cach  * —— 111 15 0 


Ditto on 1861 hogthaidh of cof- | 
fee, at 8s. 3d, each 15 


30 10 0: 
Amount 


at 58, each — 


e 


| Ditto on 122 tierces of ditto, F 
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| Amanat of tax on 503 barrels 
of coffee, at 38. each 1 73 


. Ditto on 84340 Ib. in wi of 


ditto, at 1s, per wt. — 42 
Ditto on 682 hogſheads of rum 


at 68. ea 204 


Ditto on 73 tierces of ditto, at 


48. 6d. each — 16 


Pins on 109 cal of ditto, at 


38. each — 186 
Ditto on merchants and traders 676 
Ditto on managers and overſeers 122 
Ditto on Aliens ⁵ — 726 
Ditto on inhabitants (poll tax) 1206 8 
Ditto on 597 negro ſlaves 15 


| (tradeſmen). — 597 


Ditto on 12429 ditto, domeſtics 


and field negros  — 6214 
Ditto on rents of houſes and : 
lots in the towns — I 397 


3 


1 


10 0 


0 8 
0.0 


Amount of tax on manumit- 
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ting ſlaves ——— 198 0 Q. 


Fines of the militia 29 140 
Arrears of taxes ba +” of 


MC 


253 


_ 


; et 19014 | Borg 


This tax, as * obſerved, was made to 
be in force for three years; and although i it 
has, in ſome meaſure, anſwered the end for 


which it was impoſed, has been a very heavy 
burden on the colony, and might, had the buſi- 


55 neral, comfortably ſituated, and 'well treated, 
eſpecially on the plantations ; where, if they 
are induſtrious, they have the means of living 
in a manner very different from that deplorable 


— 


neſs it was in tended for been properly ma- 


naged, have been leſſened to within _ more | 
than the firſt year's amount. 5 


ö 


5 4 


The negro dae in — are, in ge- 
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ſtate, which ſome people in England have been 
at the pains to repreſent, as the caſe ih general 
of ſlaves in the Britiſh iſlands. They have 
there as much land as they chuſe to cultivate 
for their own uſe, are capable of raiſing 
great quantities of all manner of ground pro- 
viſions, garden ſtuff, -and other things, with 


Which they actually ſupply the markets every 


Sunday, ans ſame of COON to a  confiderable 


dun 


, They l likewiſe breed hogs, rabbits, fowls, T 
and other ſmall ſtock for themſelves; and 
| many of them, who are. careful in raifing ſuch” 5 
proviſions, acquire a very comfortable living, : 
excluſive of what is allowed them by their 
owners. They have, moreover, many oppor=- | 
tynities on the plantations to procure other 

things to ſell, or make uſe of themſelves, which 
| are not to be had in many other iſlands, as 
| plenty of fiſh in the rivers, crapaux, nat 
and other n in the woods; by which, 
thoſe 
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thoſe ad are induſtrious in their leiſure hours 


often make tolerable ſums of money. 


However, not intending to confine myſelf 
to obſervations on the treatment of negro 
ſlaves of this iſland in particular, in order to 
avoid being ſingular in that reſpe&, I ſhall 


extend my remarks on that ſubject to the 
uſage, manners, and cuſtoms relative to them 
in the Engliſh Wen Indies i in general. 


The lares pee in all 3 Britiſh Weſt. 


India ſettlements, are by no means treated in, 
that harſh, cruel, and barbarous manner, 
which ſome have deſcribed, to impreſs, 
the minds, and to impoſe on the judgment 
of this nation. For, on the contrary, the 
treatment they receive from their owners, is, 


| as nearly. as can be, that of: a e to his 
| children, : 
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L Every family has a good comfortable houſe 
to reſide in, which is built at the expence ot 
their maſters; who alſo furniſh them with 
ſuch cloaths as is neceſſary for them, with a 
doctor, medicines, and all things needful when 
fick; and have nothing to expect from them 
in return but good behaviour, and a neceſ- 
ſary degree of labour for the ſervice of ä 
Pk: Rt Lon 8 


He moreover gives them a weekly 3 
. proviſions, conſiſting of biſcuit, _ Indian 
corn, beans, falt fiſh, mackrel, or herrings 3 "x 
Which, together with what they are able, if in- 
duſtrious, to ſupply themſelves with from their 
own gardens, and the produce of their own 
ſtock, they are enabled to live in a manner 
which is by no means unenviable, and pre- 
_  ferable to the ſituation of thouſands of people 

in Great Britain, with all the . 


of their fancied liberties. ns 
= Fhe - 
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The labour of the negros on the plants 
tions 1s by no. means burdenſome, or difficult; 
the digging cane holes, and cutting down 


| canes, being the chief part of their buſineis, | 
at cither of which -a labouring white man, 


even there, will do nearly double the work of 
a negro.in a day, Excluſive of theſe, the la- 


bour of the ſlaves is moſtly confined to carry= 


ing dung in ſmall baſkets, planting, and weed- 


ing the canes. The making ſugar, rum, and. 
bother articles, is the employment of ſuch ne- 
gros only, as have been taught thoſe buſineſſes; 


and for which they have good encouragement 
to be induſtrious, by extra proviſions, cloaths, 


and other things, given them while em- 


5 , 


% 


The field act 5 nk N cane holes, 


: in uſually, in the afternoon, half a pint 1 


rum and water, ſweetened wi ith molaſſes, given 
to each of them, which is a great refreſhment 


in that labour, and cauſes them to work with 
| | 8 5 chear- 
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chearfulneſs. It is pleaſing to ſee them at 


this work, they being all together in one row, 
like a regiment of ſoldiers, and all their hoes 


moving together; the women finging ſome 


| ludicrous ſongs of their own compoſing, which 
are anſwered 1 in the ſame manner by the men, 


and each ſtriving to outdo the other. This 


has a good effect in ſoftening their labour, 3 


is much promoted by giving them their 
rum and water, which they have alſo ſome- 


times in their other work, eſpecially after 
having been in the rain. 


The proportion 4 the working feld negros 


on each plantation is, commonly, from one 


third to two fifths of the whole number be- 
longing to each eſtate ; the remainder include 
tradeſmen, watchmen, ſtock-keepers, invalids, 


houſe-ſervants, nurſes, and young children. 


They have generally one day in every week, 
out of _ time, or dhe Saturday afternoon 


ö „ daldie 
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allowed them, for the purpoſe of working 8 
their own gardens, excluſive of their leiſure 
hours, which are from twelve till two o'clock 

in the afternoon of every day, and Sundays. 

But was the cuſtom to be general, of allowing | 

them one day in every week out of crop time, 

. the neceſſity for their working their gardens on 

Sundays might be prevented, and that day 

wholly appropriated by them to religious du- 
ties, which might probably be the means of 

IB promoting good order amongſt. thoſe __ 

and ſecuring their future welfare. | 
The French planters in all the ſettlements 

belonging to that nation have their negros bap= 
tized, and taught ſome prayers, which they 

. Tepeaton their knees | every morning before they 1 
90 to work, and every evening after finiſhing 

it. This has a good effect on their conduct, 5 
attaches them to the intereſts of their maſters, '2 

cements their union with each other, and is 

productive of _y advantages to the French : 

„ + 


— 


/ 
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planters,, who, notwithſtanding their being 


actually more rigid to their. negros than the 
Engliſh, yet have better and more faithful 


ſaves. 


Once a year, Fa falloing acl of. 
cloathing are diſtributed among the ſlaves on 


every Engliſh plantation, viz. a good warm 


jacket, frock, trowſers, and hat for each | 
man and boy; a Jacket, wrapper, petticoat, 
and hat for each woman and girl. Theſe are 


| furniſhed them at the expence of their maſters, 


and are generally given to them at Chriſtmas; 


at which time they are allowed three days. 
holidays, viz. Chriſtmas day, and two days- : 


after; during which time they do no work, 


| but wy it in Haging. linging, and making 


\ 


This they are n led to . by CER 


alſo given them at this time four or ſive 


pounds of meat, the ſame quantity of flour 


Or 
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or rice, with ſome rum and ſugar to each 
negro, beſides. taking from their own ſtock, 


kids, pigs, or fowls; with which they feaſt 


one another during the holidays. At this 
time eſpecially, they dreſs themſelves out in 
their beſt cloaths; many of them in good 
linen, filk handkerchiefs, bracelets and ear 
rings of gold and ſilver, to no inconſiderable 
amount, in which | they viſit or receive 
their acquaintances from the neighbouring 


At this time too, they perform their of- 


ferings of victuals on the graves of their de- 


ceaſed relations and friends; a piece of ſu- 
perſtition which all negros are addicted to, 
and which, were they to neglect doing, they 
firmly believe they would be puniſhed by the 


ſpirits of the deceaſed perſons. This offering 


confiſts of meat, whole kids, pigs, or fowls, 
with broth, liquors, and other matters; and 


is performed in the following manner: a man 


„ or 


„ 


— — ICT 


2 


262 THE HISTORY OF THE 


or woman accuſtomed to the ceremony, takes 
of each meat laid in diſhes round the grave, 
and pulling ſome of it in pieces, throws the 


ſame on the grave, calling out the name of 
the dead perſon as if alive, ſaying, Here is a 
5 piece of ſuch a thing for you to eat; why 
« did you leave your father, mother, wife, 
Fc children and friends ? Did you go away 


angry with us ? When ſhall we ſee you 


„ again? Make our proviſions to grow, and 
« ſtock to breed ; don't let any body do us 
« harm, and we will give you the ſame next 
ec year * with the like expreſſions to every 
thing they throw on the grave. After which, 


taking a little of the rum or other liquors, 
they ſprinkle it thereon, crying out in the 


fame manner, „Here is a little rum to 


65 comfort your heart, good bye to you, 
* God bleſs you * and drinking ſome of 
jt themſelves to the welfare of the deceaſed, 


> they ſet up a diſmal cry and howling, but 
immediately after begin to dance and ſing 


round 


+ 
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round the grave. The ceremony is then 
concluded, by every one ſcrambling for the 
remainder of the offering left in the diſhes, 
the dogs devouring that on the grave; and 
the company bidding their dead friends adieu 
for that time, they all depart to their houſes, 
and continue their merriment the whole 
day after. This practice is truly laughable 

to white people who ſee jit; but it is a plain 
indication, that negros have ſome notion of 
the ane a wy ſou]. | 


The ſlaves belonging to vogibil in the t towns 
8 of the Engliſh iſlands, are compoſed of houſe 
T7 ſervants, tradeſmen and porters. The firſt 
live much in the ſame manner as the common 
ſervants in England, but do not half as much 
work, and are ſubject only to a moderate 
manual correction, inſtead of being diſcharged 
for their faults, and left a burden on the public; | 
or to ſupport themſelves, driven to the neceſ- 
ſity of uſing fuch means, as to forfeit their 
8 4 766, lives 
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lives to the laws; the caſe too often of ſervants 


In England. 


The RPA negros are fed, doathed, and 
provided with every neceſſary by their owners, 
have generally a good apartment in the yard 
of their maſters, to retire and to ſleep in ; and 
they are in general well treated. They make 
tolerable good cooks, waſhers, and attendants ; | 
but it is beſt not to truſt them without check, 
as ſtewards, butlers, or in the like offices. T hey 
will ſeldom do the duty, or aſſiſt one another 
in their ſeveral departments, without being 


obliged to it by their maſters, whom, how- 


ever, they ſeldom ſcruple to diſobey. 


The negro | flaves, tradeſmen, are chiefly 


carpenters, , Coopers, blackſmiths, or maſons ;_ 
ſome of whom make tolerably good workmen, 


if under proper directions; but they are not 


very ſkilful in laying out work themſelves, or 


gontriving. They in general hve very com- 
| | for table, | 
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focal, are well treated, and many of them 
make tolerable ſums of money by jobs they do 
for others in their own leiſure hours, 


The negro porters are in general a very idle, | 
inſolent and thieviſh ſet of people, and are 
often guilty of much impoſition, eſpecially to 
ſtrangers on their arrival in the iſlands. They 
are commonly the ſtouteſt and worſt diſpoſed 
negros belonging to white people, or to free | 
people of colour in the towns, and pay their 
owners a certain ſum daily; but many of 
them will game away the whole of their 
earnings, or ſpend it in liquor, to the aſi 
* of their maſters. 


The: characters of negros are not fo various 
as one would imagine they would be, from the 


difference of the country theyare brought from, 
to the Weſt Indies; as very few of them on their 
arrival in. the iſlands have the leaſt appear- | 
ance of having been civilized, or poſſeſſed of 
any endowments but ſuch as are merely natural. 
„ For 
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For the generality of them, on their firſt in- 
troduction, appear as wild as the brute beaſts; 
are indolent and ſtupid to a degree, ſo that they 
hardly know the uſe of the moſt common 
utenſil of huſbandry, much bes the methods 
| of cultivating * ground. | 


Every thing IRA to them as entirely 
: | new, as to the infant yur come to a moderate 
degree of viſion ; but, at the ſame time, they 
| ſeem to be very unconcerned at the ſight of 
the moſt novel objects, that the bare recollection 
is not a moment in their minds. They appear 
inſenſible to every thing but hunger and thirſt, 
which however, to ſatisfy, they have no 
more nicety than a hog ; as any thing, either 
raw or dreſſed, is a acceptable when Sen 
to chem. 


5 ſtupidity of theirs continues a length | 
of time after their arrival in the iſlands, before 
moſt © of n can t be brought to any degree of 

2a N ow 
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proper comprehenſion; and with many of 
them, it is entirely unconquerable. 


The Creole negros, that is to ſay, thoſe 
who are born in the W eſt Indies, having been 
brought up among white people, and paid ſome 

a attention to from their infancy, loſe much of 
that uncommon ſtupidity ſo conſpicuous in 5 
their new negro parents; and are in general 
tolerably ſenſible, ſharp, and ſagacious. 
But there is actually ſomething ſo very un- 
accountable in the genius of all negros, ſo 
very different from that of white people in 
general, that there is not to be produced an 
inſtance in the Weſt Indies, of any of them 
ever arriving to any degree of perfection in the : 
liberal arts or ſciences, notwithſtanding the 

; greateſt pains taken with them; and the only E 


thing they are remarkable for attaining to wy 
[is 


? 


\ 
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Negros are in general much addicted to 
witchcraft and idolatry, both of which ſeem 
to be inherent in them, fo that though many 
of them profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, eſpe- 
_ cially that of the Roman Catholicks, and 
ſome of them pay great - attention thereto, 
yet, in all matters which concern themſelves, 
| they have recourſe to their ſuperſtitious con- 
| fidence in the power of the dead, of the ſun 
| and moon; nay, even of ſticks, ſtones, and 
ceearth from graves hung in n in their 
gardens. | 


. Their ſuperſtitious notions with reſpect to 
their dead are truly ridiculous, for they . 
ſuppoſe that the deceaſed both eat and drink 
in their coffins; and for that purpoſe, they 5 
put therein articles for both, together with 
a pipe and tobacco, and ſuch things as they 5 
know the deceaſed was fond of in his life 
time. Moreover, at their funerals they be- 
lieve the dead body has the power of com- 


„„ Pelling 
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pellin g them to carry it to the grave, in which 
road it likes, to ſhew its reſentment to thoſe 
who have offended it ; by the coffin's tumbling | 
off the ſhoulders of the bearer, making them ; 
| ſtand ſtock fill, or running therewith with 
ſpeed, now .one way, then another, and 
fometimes throwing down and trampling on 
** people who ſtand in the _ . 


They have their necromancers ang con- 
jurors of both ſexes, whom they call Obeah 
men and women, to whom they apply for 
ſpells and charms againſt ſickneſs, to prevent 
their being robbed, or to find out the thief, 
and to puniſh thoſe who do them any injury. 
Theſe Obeah people are very artful in their 
way, and have a great aſcendancy over the 
other negros » whom they perſuade that they 
are able to.do. many miracles. by means of their 
art; and very often get good ſums. of money 

for their i ie charms, . 


The 
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The Webs of treating ſuch as apply to 


theſe conjurors for curing any imaginary diſ 


order, excited by lowneſs of ſpi pirits or fearful 


dreams, is very laughable ; they perſuade 


them that they are poſſeſſed by the devil, as a 
puniſhment for ſome hidden crime; but if 
not well paid for it, beſides promiſing to ſubmit 


to every direction of the Obeah maſter, he 


will not undertake the cure. Every preli- 


Þ minary being ſettled between the patient and 
the operator, the latter begins This work with 
mumbling over a few ſtrange words, and 


having every thing ready, the patient ſo placed 


5 in a dark room, that he cannot diſcover the 


cheat, he pinches and pulls him till the other 


cries out with the pain; after which, the 


conjuror produces ſticks, knives, pieces be 
glaſs, and even whole bottles, which he 


perſuades the other that he actually took out 


of the place he complained of; and then, 


| opbbing it over with greaſe and ſoot, or ſome _ 


on 1 9 ſuch 
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| ſuch thing g, the ſimple prone believes himſelf 
to be perfedtly cured, + 


Strange as this circumſtance muſt appear, 


it is actually no leſs true; and many inſtances _ 
have been known in the Weſt Indies, of 


negros who have been perſuaded by theſe Obeah 
people, that they were poſſeſſed in this manner, 
till they have killed themſelves in deſpair. 


Theſe people are very dangerous on any 


plantations, for although there is no credit 
to be given to the power of their pretended 


charms, yet, they are in general well acquaint- 


ed with the quality of many poiſonous herbs 
that grow in the Weſt Indies, and which 
they often give to others who apply to them 
for charms to be adminiſtered to the perſons 


upon whom they are to operate. By this 
means many white people have been killed by 
poiſon 1 UNE the perſuaſion of theſe Obeah 


men, 


thin 
Bids 222 
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men, that it was to make them love their : 
{laves by whom it was obtained. 


Negros are in general much addicted to 
drunkenneſs, | thievery, ineontinency, and 
1dleneſs. The firſt vice very few of them 
will 1 from when they can get liquor, 
and in their fits of this kind, many of them 
r very: miſchievous. 5 


q Thieving from their owners they look upon 1 
as no crime, nor have they any dread of being 
puniſhed for it, if they do it without detec- 
f tion; and ſo general is this crime, that there 
goes a proverb current in all the iſlands, 
« Shew me a negro, and I will ſhew 
<« you a thief,” but were their offences this 
nature to be as often and as ſeverely puniſhed 
| there as in England, there would ſeldom paſs | 
a day, without ſome example or other. 
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So little are the ſexes attached to each other, 


or conſtant in connubial connections, that 
it is common for the men to have ſeveral 
wives at a time, beſides tranſcient miſ- 
treſſes; and the women to leave their 
huſbands for others, and to ſubmit to the 


| embraces of white men for money or fine 


clothes. Mothers will diſpoſe of their virgin 
daughters to white men for a moderate ſum, 
nor do they look upon it as any crime, but an 
honour to the damſel, who is thereby better 
qualified for being afterwards taken to wiſe F 


one of her own colour. 


Idleneſs is ſo vety predominant in negros, 
eſpecially thoſe brought tothe iſland immediately 
from Africa, and their diſlike of labour is ſo 
| great, that it is very difficult to make them work : 


it is ſometimes abſolutely neceſſary to have 


| 


recourſe to meaſures that appear cruel, in 


order to oblige them to labour. Nay, very often 
the ſame means muſt be uſed to make them 


. work 


W 
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work for themſelves, to dreſs their own 
victuals, or to keep themſelves free from 
| vermine. This vice is ſo very remarkable in 
many negros, that they will actually very 
often, under ſome tree, ſleep out the hours 
allowed them to get their victuals in, rather 
than beat the pains of going home to dreſs them. 
They are obliged to be attended by the over- 
ſeers and drivers to make them work their 
own gardens, at times allowed them for that 
purpoſe, which many of them would other - 
wiſe ſpend in ſleeping, or doing leſs neceſſary 
things for themſelves. Many inſtances have 
been known of negros who have unfeelingly 
endured the pains of the jiggers, by ſuffering 
them to breed in their fleſh, their feet ſwelled 
and perforated like an honey- comb, rather than 


be at the trouble of taking them out*, 
There 


* The jigger is an inſect much like a flea, which pe- 
netrates into the fleſh of people, eſpecially in the feet ; 
there lays its eggs, hatches them, and if permitted. by 


not taking them out in time, 38 conſume the whole foot. 
| E They 
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There are however many negros, eſpecially 
among the Creoles, who are very induſtrious, 
make good huſbands and wives, tender parents, 
faithful and diligent ſervants, are obliging 
and kind to their fellow ſervants, and re- 
ſpectful to all deſcriptions of white people. 
Theſe in return receive every advantage 
arifing from ſo proper a conduct; are well 
treated, encouraged, and protected; and 
though ſlaves, their ſituation is far more de- 
ſirable than that of many white e in 
the Welt Indies, or in Europe. | 


They give great pain, and have been known to cauſe the 
amputation of the legs of ſeveral, who have been fo 
imprudent as to neglect taking them out; and ſome have 
loſt their lives by the ſame neglect. | 


T8 CHAP, 
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CHAPTER; Xu: 


1 FR 


OF THE PRESENT TRADE OF THE-ISLAND, THE FREE 
PORT OF ROSEAU, WITH REMARKS ON THE SAME, 
| AND THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE. | 


THE trade of Dominica is at preſent very 
much circumſcribed, as except that carried 
on by a few Guinea F actors, and five or fix 
ſhips annualy. to take away the produce, there 
is very little commerce in the iſland. 


Roſeau is however a free port, but its being 
ſo at preſent is rather a diſadvantage to the 
inhabitants, as it is confined to within little 
more than one half its former boundaries, and is 
beſides under and ſubject to ſo ſevere regula- 
tions and reſtrictions, that foreigners are de- 
| terred; rather than encouraged to trade thither ; 
and they abſolutely look upon this free port, 


in 
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in its preſent ſituation, as only a ſnare laid to 


allure them to certain ruin, 


No foreign veſſel is allowed to enter this 
port, if it appear to be any thing above the 
burthen preſcribed by the free-port act, which 
is there too rigidly conſtrued. For, as the 
Weſt-India veſſels are built for failing faſt, in 
order to make ſhort voyages, they will not 
ſtow away goods equal to their meaſurement, 
like the veſſels built in England. This las, 
however, been often made a pretence for even 
ſeizing veſlels, or obliging them to quit the 
port ; notwithſtanding their having on board 
only money to a great amount to purchaſe ne- 
groes with; by which means the Guinea Fac- 
tors loſt thoſe opportunities of diſpoſingof their 
ſlaves, and were thereby diſabled from making 
ſo early or ſo great remittances to their corref- 
pondents in England, as they would otherwiſe 

| have done, to the great injury of them both, 


T7ͤãð : Þ 
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The frequent ſeizures that have been made 
there, and condemning a number of foreign 
veſſels, under the ſmalleſt appearance of their 


uſing a clandeſtine trade, have effectually put 


a ſtop to the reſort of foreigners thither ; nor 
can the Americans, from having been repeat- 
: edly refuſed admittance, be induced to have 
any manner of dealings with this iſland, : 


Many of the ſeizures made in this port ; 
| have been perfectly illegal ; as in the caſe of a 
French veſſel named the Pearl, which having 
only touched at an out bay in diſtreſs for water, 
was ſeized, brought to Roſeau, and there con- 
b demned and ſold, with a valuable cargo of ſu- 
gar. This proceeding was however, by an 
appeal of the owners to the Admiralty Court in 
England, greatly reprehended ; and that Court 
adjudged the veſſel and cargo to be reſtored, 
with full coſts and damages, to be paid by thoſe 


who had been guilty of . ſo very 28 


a ſeizure, 


Moreover, 
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| Moreover, no boat from a foreign veſlel is 
permitted to land on any occaſion in this port, 
but only in a particular ſpot appointed for the 
purpoſe, for if an attempt be made to land at any 
other place, they are immediately fired at by a 
centinel on the ſpot. This is a moſt extraordi- 
nary, as well a8 a dangerous regulation, and has 
| ſeveral times been very nigh proving fatal to 
both foreigners and the inhabitants of the 
town. As the former, not apprehending any 
danger from landing in a different place, have 
been fired at, and the balls dropt into the boat 
where the latter have been at work. 


In ſhort, ſo many very extraordinary mea- 
ſures are uſed for regulating the free port of 
| Roſeau, that it is of no manner of advantage 
to the inhabitants of the place; and in gonſe- 
| quence by no means anſwers the ends for which 
a ppointed by the Crown, | 


This is a matter worthy of ſerious conſider- 
ation by the Britiſh Government, as from the 
„ Aa 


280 THE HISTORY OF THE 


ſtill unſettled Rate of this valuable Try the 
only way to render it of that importance to the 
mother country, of which it is ſo eminently 
capable, will be by a proper encouragement to 
trade; without which, no ſettlement in the 
| Weſt-Indies, be its internal reſources ever ſo : 
extenſive, can poſſibly be of any material ad- 
vantage to whatever nation it belongs. 


There ſeems, however, to be a want of know- 
ledge ſomewhere of the capabilities of this 
iſland; otherwiſe, there i is every reaſon to be- 
lieve that it would not have been ſo greatly 
neglected as it has been ſince its reſtoration to 
the Britiſh dominions, when at the ſame 
time, the other powers of Europe were uſing 
every means to eſtabliſh their Weſt-India ſet- | 
tlements; the Spaniards, eſpecially in their 
iſland of Trinidad, inviting foreigners, par- 
ticularly Engliſh ſubjects, to reſide there, by 
offering them free grants of land and other 


great privileges; by which means thouſands = 


have quitted the Britiſh ſettlements. and gone 
the re» 
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there, and many from Dominica; whereby the 
Engliſh ſubjects of this iſland are reduced to 


near half the number that were in it, ſhortly 
after the reſtoration, and the generality of them 
there at preſent ſeem diſpoſed to quit it, by 
reaſon of the ruin of their trade, and other diſ- 


\ advantageous circumſtances which they labour 


Emigrations of Engliſh ſubjects from our 
other ſettlements, or even from Great Britain, 
mightbe turned to great advantage to the iſland 
of Dominica ; as the lands there, if cleared of 
the exceſſive foreſts of woods, are capable of far 
greater improvements than the lands of Trini- 
dad, or of any other till unſettled country in 
the Weſt-Indies. And if ample encourage- 


ment was to be given by Great Britain, there 


is no doubt, but that in a few years this iſland 
would be in a very flouriſhing. ſituation. 


This might be done, by giving free grants 


of the een lands in the interior 


Northern a 


65 


ſ 
| 
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Northern parts of the iſland, which are all in 
6 ſtanding woods, in allotments of a certain num- 

ber of acres to every family, to furniſh them 
| that werenot able to do it themſelves, with pro- 

vitions and utenſils for eighteen months by- 

Government, in order to induce them to reſide 

on the lands, to clear and cultivate the fame ; | 
after which, their own induſtry might enable 
them to proceed, | | 


© Secondly, to grant the leaſehold lands which 
have been purchaſed from the French inha- 
|  bitants by Engliſh ſubjects, in the ſame man- 
ner as their other lands; a conſiderable part 

of them fo purchaſed being now under culti- 


7 as ſugar _ 


Thirdly, the remaining inſtalments. due on Y 
lands i in this iſland, not under cultivation, to be 


given up by Government. ps, 


LP td.: that ſome _ be adopted for 
getting the abandoned eſtates re-cultivated. 
| !!. ol 
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And laſtly, the eſtabliſhing a ſociety for pro- 
moting agriculture in this iſland, with pre- 


miums to be given to ſuch as raiſe the greateſt 
quantities of Weſt-India produce, for the main- 
tenance of themſelves and ſlaves at firſt, after- * 


wards for commerce, 


If paſture eſtates were to be eſtabliſhed there, 
as in Jamaica, it would be a material point - 


gained, Andas the cattle in Dominica breed 


extremely well, there is no doubt, but that in 


a few years, by good management, this iſland 


would be well furniſhed with thoſe uſeful ani- 


mals. 


The very bad ſtate of the public roads is a 
great diſadvantage to the iſland, as ſome of 


them are perfectly dangerous to travel; and the 


whole of them are difficult and badly ſituated. 


They are in general dug on the ſides of 
mountains of ſtupendous heights above the 
| rivers or ſea, the billows of which are con- 


tinually daſhing at the feet of them, in a fright- 


3 7 Tm = 
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ful manner. They are alſo ſo very narrow 
in ſome places, that it is very difficult, as well 
a8 dangerous, for two perſons meeting on 
horſeback to paſs each other; as the leaſt flip 
on the edge would precipitate both the horſe 
and rider to inevitable deſtruction. 


l | this | deſcription, are ſeveral parts of the 
road from Roſeau to Prince Rupert's Bay; 
where, together with the frightful proſpect of 
hanging rocks and large tones at a great 
height above one's head, that threaten every: 
moment to fall and cruſh the fearful traveller 5 
the tedious ſteepneſs, ſtony, and difficult paſ= 
fages, render them Tam uncomfortable | 


to b travellers, | 


The public roads in the interior parts of the 
country are no leſs inconvenient, they being 
in general very ſteep of aſcent ; narrow, and 

Faber” to breaking in. One walks or rides 
there K height far exceeding that of the 
monument in London; fo that a perſon's head 
+a 1 „„ | nn. 
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turns giddy on caſting a view to the bottom, 
as he paſſes along. T7 | 


Thoſe who are advocates for the abolition 
of ſlavery, may in this iſland have the op= 
portunity of trying the ſettlement of cool - 
ſituations by white people only. Why not 
employ the ſoldiers there, and allow them 
extra pay for making good bridle roads in the 
interior parts of this country? this would ma- 
terially promote the further ſettlement of the 
iſland ; and was a good open road to be made 
from Roſeau to Prince Rupert's Bay, the com- 
munication between thoſe two places would be 
productive of the greateſt utility, as other 
roads might be made to branch from it to the 
windward and leward coaſts, in a much more 
convenient manner than can be done by the 


preſent ſmall number of its inhabitants. 5 
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